UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

OFFICE OF SPECIAL EDUCATION AND REHABILITATIVE SERVICES

NOV 13 1998

Honor abl e Jo Ann Ener son
House of Representatives
Washi ngt on, D.C. 20515

Dear Ms. Enerson:

This is in response to your letter

witten to Assistant Secretary Scott S. Flam ng of the CIflce of
Legi sl ati on and Congressional Affairs, on behalf of your
constituent, has contacted you because
is concerned about the publlcatlon of final regulations

i mpl ementing the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act
Amendnents of 1997 Pub. L. 105-17 (IDEA '97).

On Cctober 22, 1997, the Departnent published in the Federal

Regi ster, at 62 Fed. Reg. 55026, a Notice of Proposed Rul emaki ng
(NPRM to inplement statutory changes nmade to Part B of the
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (Part B) by |DEA '97.
Nurmer ous public comrents were received on this NPRM on a w de
variety of issues and concerns. Public comrents received on this
NPRM have been carefully reviewed, and areas warranting
clarification in the final regul ati ons have been identified. At
present, the Departnent is in the process of finalizing the Part
B regul ations for publication in the Federal Register in the very
near future.

You may wi sh to advise your constituent that States and schoo
districts nmust conply with all applicable provisions of |IDEA '97 and
provi sions of current regulations that are not in conflict

with IDEA '97, pending publication of final Part B regul ati ons.

In particular, with regard to your constituent's concerns, |DEA

'97 provides, at 8614(d)(3)(B)(iv), that the IEP Team "in the

case of a child who is deaf or hard of hearing, consider the

child' s | anguage and communi cati on needs, opportunities for

di rect comuni cations with peers and professional personnel in

the child's | anguage and communi cati on node, academ c |evel, and
full range of needs, including opportunities for direct
instruction in the child s | anguage and conmuni cati on node. .
We agree with your constituent about the inportance of ensuring
that deaf children receive appropriate educational services, and
believe that the above statutory provision will facilitate the
educati on of deaf and hard of hearing children under Part B.
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We hope that your constituent finds this information hel pful. If
woul d i ke further assistance, shoul d contact Hel en Eano,

the State contact in the Monitoring and State | nprovenent

Pl anni ng division at (202) 205-9583 or call (202) 205-5465 for

TDD servi ces.

Si ncerely,

j‘-m-'\-o M"'-_/‘L

Thomas Hehir

Di rect or

O fice of Special Education
Pr ogr ans



