UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

OFFICE OF SPECIAL EDUCATION AND REHABILITATIVE SERVICES

FEB 23, 1998

Dear

Your letter to President Cinton, in which you expressed your
views and concerns regardi ng services for children with autism
was referred to the office of Special Education Prograns (OSEP)
for response. OSEP administers Part B of the Individuals with

Di sabilities Education Act (Part B). Part B authorizes Federal
financial assistance to States, and through themto | ocal school
districts, to assist in providing a free appropriate public
education (FAPE) to children with disabilities residing in the
State in mandatory age ranges.

In your letter, you indicated that your and other children
wWith autismare not receiving the prograns and services that they
need fromtheir |ocal school districts. Your letter also

suggests that the cost of the programthat you deem appropriate
for your may be a factor in the school district's choice of
nmet hodol ogy for the treatnent of autism Under Part B, FAPE nust
be nmade available to each disabled child in the |least restrictive
environment (LRE). School districts therefore nust ensure that
each disabled child receives a programthat is designed to
address his or her unique educational and related services needs.
Under Part B, |ack of adequate personnel or resources does not
relieve school districts of their obligations to make FAPE

avail able to students with disabilities in the |least restrictive
educational setting in which their individualized education
prograns can be inplenented. Determ nations as to what program

is appropriate for an individual disabled child are made by the

| ocal school district in accordance with the eval uation and

i ndi vi dual i zed education programrequirenents of Part B. 34 CFR
8§8300. 530- 300. 534 and 300. 340- 300. 350.

As a parent, you are part of the decision making teamthat

determ nes what programis appropriate for your child. If

parents disagree with school district decisions regarding their
child, they have the right to initiate an inpartial due process
hearing on any matter relating to the identification, evaluation,
or educational placenment of their child, or the provision of FAPE
to their child. Parties to these disputes also nay choose to
resol ve themthrough nediation, provided the nmediation is
voluntary on the part of the parties, is not used to deny or
delay a parent's right to a due process hearing under Part B, or
to deny any other rights afforded under Part B of the Act.
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Pl ease refer to the encl osed OSEP Resource Sheet for additional

i nformati on addressi ng FAPE, LRE, and options parents may pursue
to resol ve disagreenments with their |ocal school districts on
what constitutes an appropriate programfor their children.

If you have any questions about how the Part B requirenments are

i nmpl emented in South Carolina, you may contact the State Director
of Special Education at the address and tel ephone nunber |isted
bel ow:

Dr. Ora Spann, Director

State Departnent of Education
Ofice of Prograns for Exceptiona
Chi |l dren

1429 Senate Street, Room 808

Col umbi a, SC 29201

(803) 734- 8806

I have encl osed information that may be hel pful to you: Mterials
i ssued by the National Infornmation Center for Children and Youth
with Disabilities (N CHCY) concerning special education resources
specific to South Carolina and the nane and address of the Parent
Training and Infornation Center in your state. NICHCY is a
national information clearinghouse that provides free information
to assist parents, educators, and others in helping children with
disabilities beconme participating menbers of the school and
communi ty. The Parent Training and Information Centers were
establi shed to nmake parent-to-parent training and information
services available to parents of children with disabilities
across the country. The purpose of these services is to enable
famlies to participate nore fully in the educational needs of
their children.

I hope you find this information to be hel pful. For further
assi stance, please feel free to direct additional concerns or
guestions to Deborah Jennings, a nenber of ny staff, at (202)
260- 5250.

Si ncerely,

}-MM‘-._/‘L

Thomas Hehir

Di rector

O fice of Special Education

Pr ogr anms
Encl osur es

cc: Dr. Ora Spann
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