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Conti

Agenda 
1. Consid r a R s arch-bas d Fram work for Writing 

2. Think About Visual L arn rs 

3. T ach th  Writing Proc ss Explicitly and Strat gically 

4. G t R ady to Writ  

5. D fin  th  Writing Proc ss 

6. Us  POWER 

7. Pull it All Tog th r 

4 

1. Cons der a Research-based Framework 
for Wr t ng 

5 

Levels of Instruct onal Support 

Tier 3  
Interventions 

for a Few 
Students 

Tier 2  
Interventions for Some 

Students 

Tier 1  
Foundation 

Standards Aligned Instruction for All Students 

5% 

15% 

80% 

nuu  of 
Ti e, Intensity 
and Data 
Increases 

Percentage of 
Students Requiring 
Intensive Supports 
Decreases 

• Is  ier 1 writing instructionmeeting 

the needs of all students? 

• Is writing instruction implemented 

with fidelity? 

6 
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Fram work for M  ting th  PA Cor  Writing Standards 

Microstructure/Foundational skills 

• Handwriting- accuracy and flu ncy 

• K yboarding (flu ncy– transition) 

• Sp lling- accuracy and flu ncy 

• S nt nc s: structur  

• M chanics 

7 

Macrostructure/Processing skills 

• S nt nc s: combining and 
compl xity 

• Writing proc ss: plan, 
writ /transcrib ,  dit, r vis  and 
provid  f  dback (collaboration) 

• R quir s c ntral  x cutiv  function 

• High r l v l r asoning 

• Synth sizing 

Web nar Ser es 

1. Th  Writing Proc ss 

2. Micro-l v l Writing 

3. G nr  and Disciplin  Sp cific Writing 

4. Writing for Cont nt Ar a L arning 

5. Writing Strat gi s 

8 

Macro-level 

Micro-level 

Macro-level 

Macro-level 

Macro-level 

Comprehensive Macro-level Writing Instruction 

1. Process 

Writing 

Approach 

2. Genre- and 

Discipline-

specific 

Writing 

3. Writing 

for 

Content-

area 

Learning 

4. Writing 

Strategies 

W binar #1 

Interactive Writing 

9 

W binar #3 

W binar #5 W binar #4 

W binar #2 

Micro-l v l Writing 
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Micro Macro

Web nar Ser es 

1. Th  Writing Proc ss 

2. Micro-l v l Writing 

3. G nr  and Disciplin  Sp cific Writing 

4. Writing for Cont nt Ar a L arning 

5. Writing Strat gi s 

10 

Macro-level 

Micro-level 

Macro-level 

Macro-level 

Macro-level 

When studentswho are deaf or hard of hearing have 

difficulty with foundationalwriting skills that 

undermine the writing process, often micro-level 

instruction is given more emphasis. 

Foundational Skills 

Low r Ord r Writing 
Proc ssing/Discours  Skills 

High Ord r Writing 

Unbalanced Scale 
Micro-l v l instructionally w ight d 

Strateg cally Balanced Instruct on 

• To facilitat  transf r of micro-l v l skills to composition, 
and int grat  th  various writing compon nts in 
r sourc -limit d working m mory, micro-l v l and 
macro-l v l instruction should b  taught tog th r in th  
sam  l sson so th y b com  functionally int grat d. 

• Th r for , instruction must strat gically combin  micro-
and macro-l v l r lat d skills (low r-ord r and high-
ord r proc ss s). 

12 
(B rning r  t al., 1997, 1998; B rning r, Rutb rg  t al., 2006; B rning r, Vaughan,  t al., 2000) 
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Micro Macro

sp nd

Balanced Scale 
Strat gically balanc d instruction 

Foundational Skills 

Low r Ord r Writing 
Proc ssing/Discours  Skills 

High Ord r Writing 

Instruct onal Mantra 

“Short writing often – Not just 

long writing seldom.” 
-Anita Arch r 

14 

Pause and Process 

• Think about your writing instruction. Do you 

mor  tim  t aching micro-l v l, foundational skills or 

macro-l v l skills? 

• How would you charact riz  your writing instruction? 

Would you consid r your instruction to b  “strat gically 

balanc d?” 

15 

5 



    

    

          
       

         
        

 

            
      

         
           
      

   

  

        
 

        
      

         
 

         
   

           

2. Th nk About V sual Learners 

16 

What about Wr t ng for V sual Learners? 

• Many d af stud nts do not d v lop automaticity with low r ord r 
writing skills (May r, 1999; Pow rs & Wigus, 1993). 

• Writing is charact riz d as having short s nt nc s with simpl  
v rb forms, f w subordinat  claus s, and f w conjoin d 
ind p nd nt caus s. 

• Th r  is also th  n  d for d af stud nts to d v lop high r ord r 
skills ( .g., planning, organizing, addr ssing an audi nc ) 

• Whil  macro-l v l skills may b  mor  “on par” with h aring 
p  rs, many d af and hard of h aring writ rs scor  b low th  
norm on t xt-l v l s mantics and th matic maturity 
(Muss lman & Szanto, 1998). 

17 

Other Common Challenges 

• Stud nts don’t know what writt n compositions should “look 
lik .” 

• Stud nts hav  difficulty  x cuting and r gulating th  proc ss s 
involv d in writing,  sp cially planning and r vising. 

• Stud nts don’t know what cont nt to includ  in th ir 
compositions. 

• Stud nts ar  not flu nt with micro skills ( .g., handwriting, 
sp lling, m chanics). 

18 (S   r s arch by Kimb rly A. Wolb rs, Hannah M. Dostal, St v  Graham) 

6 



   

 

    

  

         with your

Wr ters Wear Mult ple Hats 

Reader  hinker/Organizer 

Editor Writer/Author 19 

Wr t ng Requ res Interact on 

T ach r 

Int rnal, Author’s 

Voic  

Stud nt Stud nt 

Ext rnal, Visual 

Discussions 

Pause and Process 

• What chall ng s with writing do you notic  

stud nts? 

21 

7 



       

 

         
   

      
      
   

 

    

     

     

         

      

    

     

      

  

3. Teach the Wr t ng Process Expl c tly and Strateg cally 

22 

B g Idea #1 

Having stud nts writ  and t lling stud nts to writ  is 
not  xplicit writing instruction. 

• Explicit instruction t ach s writing by showing 
stud nts how to writ  through d monstrations, 
mod ls, and “think alouds.” 

23 

Expl c t Instruct on 

• Unambiguous and dir ct approach. 

• A s ri s of supports or scaffolds. 

• Instruction is mad  of cl ar stat m nts 

about th  purpos  and rational  for l arning a n w skill. 

• Cl ar  xplanations and d monstrations of th  instructional targ t. 

• Practic  with f  dback until ind p nd nt mast ry. 

When good writers write, how 

do they think? What does their 

thinking look like? 24 

8 



   

 

 

 

 

 

      
   

         
        

 

          
   

           
           

         

     

   

Components of Expl c t Instruct on 

• I Do! 

•Mod l/D monstrat  

•W  Do! 

•L ad/Guid  

•You Do! 

• Ind p nd nt Application 

25 

B g Idea #2 

Stud nts won’t int rnaliz  th  writing proc ss without 
seeing how text structure works. 

• Explicit instruction r quir s th  us  of visual scaffolds to 
visually r pr s nt th  writing proc ss and mak  it 
concr t . 

26 

V sual Scaffolds 

• Stud nts n  d to us  visually-rich mat rials that illustrat  how “good 
writ rs” think and writ . 

• Stud nts n  d to s   th  writing proc ss. Th r for , to pr par  for 
 xplicit instruction, b  r ady to d monstrat  and show stud nts how to 
writ . (Writing liv  in th  classroom r quir s practic  and pr paration). 

When good writers write, what 

does it look like? 

27 

9 



    

 

     

           

        

  

       
   

 

   

4. Get Ready to Wr te 

28 

B g Idea #3 

• You can’t writ  without an id a. 

• . . .an id a about th  critical f atur s us d in good 
writing. 

• . . .an id a about what to writ  about. 

29 

Gett ng Ready 

•Highlight critical f atur s. 

•Explicitly t ach and guid  stud nts to id ntify 
and apply critical f atur s. 

•Pr s nt  xampl s/non- xampl s. 

•Pr -writing and id a g n ration 

•T lling/R t lling 

30 

10 



 

 

 

  
  

       

        

       

     

     

 

      

     

      

      

      

Think 

Alouds 

G tting R ady: 

Critical F atur s 

Cr t cal Features: 
Informat ve/Explanatory (“Fact”) Wr t ng 

•A fact paragraph has mor  than on  s nt nc . 

•Th  first s nt nc  t lls th  topic or main id a. 

•All th  oth r s nt nc s ar  about th  topic. 

•Th  s nt nc s t ll facts, not opinions. 

• It includ s th  most important information. 

32 

Cr t cal Features 

• Do s it hav  mor  than on  s nt nc ? 

• Do s th  first s nt nc  t ll th  topic? 

• Ar  all th  oth r s nt nc s about th  
topic? 

• YES 

• YES 

• YES 

NO 

NO 

NO 

• Do th  s nt nc s t ll about facts, not 
opinions? 

• YES NO 

• Do s it hav  th  most important 
information? 

• YES NO 

33 

11 



 

 

  

 

       
    

     
  

      
        

 
  

 

         
       
         

      
           

         
          
       

G tting R ady: 
Visual 

Scaffolds 

• Studying Mod ls 

•Exampl s and Non-Exampl s 

Look for Cr t cal Features and “Sameness” Across 
Touchstone Sources or Mentor Texts 

• Information writing informs and t lls facts. 
•  ats by Gail Gibbons 
• A book about how to mak  chocolat  
• A movi  about diff r nt kinds of w ath r (rain, 
hurrican s, tornado s) 

• Books about animals 
• N wspap r articl s 

35 

Example 

Fossils of dinosaur t  th ar  clu s to what dinosaurs 
at . By studying dinosaurs’ t  th, sci ntists l arn d 
that most dinosaurs w r  plant  at rs, but som  at  
animals. Duck-bill d dinosaurs, for  xampl , had 
hundr ds of t  th in th ir jaws. Th  t  th in  ach jaw 
w r  us d to grind up plants. Tyrannosaurus rex had 
t  th that w r  six inch s long, with  dg s lik  saws. 
Th s  t  th w r  suit d to t aring through fl sh. 

36 

12 



         
            

          
           

          
            

         
       

         
          
         

         
        

         
      

  

               
              

            
             
  

Non-Example 

Th  only mat rials you n  d ar  fabric dy , rubb r 
bands, and a whit  T-shirt. For th  cost of only a f w 
c nts and an hour’s tim , you can l arn to ti -dy . 
Fabric painting is fun too, but you n  d a sp cial kind 
of paint. Wh n you ti -dy , you wrap a rubb r band 
around part of th  T-shirt and dip it in th  dy . Ev ry 
shirt turns out diff r nt. Wh n you ti -dy , no on  
 ls  will hav  a shirt just lik  yours. 

37 

Non-Example 

On  out of  v ry t n kids is l ft-hand d. Many 
y ars ago, kids w r  not allow d to  at and writ  
with th ir l ft hand. But now par nts and t ach rs 
l t kids us  th  hand th y f  l mor  comfortabl  
using. Kids who ar  right-hand d throw th  ball 
with th ir right hand. Kids that ar  l ft-hand d ar  
b tt r than kids who ar  right hand d. 

38 

Resources to Cons der 

Th r  is a w alth of mat rial on th  int rn t; you must sift through it and 
d t rmin  what works for you and your stud nts. Som tim s you might n  d to 
cr at  your own mod ls (or us  writing sampl s from form r stud nts –with 
stud nt p rmission or with nam s r mov d). Som  sit s that may b  h lpful for 
finding mod ls includ : 

http://www. r adingworksh  ts.com/writing/p rsuasiv - ssay-topics/ 

http://hom worktips.about.com/od/ ssaywriting/a/100-P rsuasiv -Essay-
Topics.htm 

http://www.buzzl .com/articl s/p rsuasiv - ssay-topics-for-5th-grad .html 

39 

http://www.writingprompts.n t/p rsuasiv / 

13 

http://www.buzzle.com/articles/persuasive-essay-topics-for-5th-grade.html
http://homeworktips.about.com/od/essaywriting/a/100-Persuasive-Essay
http://www.ereadingworksheets.com/writing/persuasive-essay-topics
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Pause and Process 

• How can you r fin  your think alouds to foc 

critical f atur s that you will t ach? 

• How can us  mor   xampl s and non- xampl s during 

your writing instruction to show stud nts what good 

(and “bad”) writing looks lik ? 

40 

Visual 

Scaffolds 

G tting R ady: 

Pr -Writing and Id a 
G n ration 

It’s In Your Head 

. . .Showing where ideas come 

from and how to get ideas. 

Word Id as 

Topic or Story 

Id as 

S nt nc  Id as Charact r 

Id as 

14 



   
 

   

    

 

      

   

     

    

      

     

 

 

  

  

     

  

 

     

 

    

   

 

 

   

For example. . . 
List g n ration! 

• Plac s you’d lik  to visit on vacation 
• things that ar  bright 

• Things to do in _________ (town/city) 
• plac s wh r  you should whisp r 

• Ins cts/mammals/amphibians/r ptil s 
• fruits/v g tabl s • Important inv ntions 
• br akfast/lunch/dinn r foods 

• Charact rs in___________ 
• things that can/cannot fit in your 

• Mod s of transportation 
pock t 

• Favorit  vid o gam s 
• things that ar  cold/hot 

• Things to tak  camping/to th  b ach 
• things that ar  short r/tall r than • P opl  you admir  
you 

• Favorit  r staurants 
• things that mak  loud nois s 

• Famous p opl  (living/d ad) you’d lik  

to m  t 

(Van Cl av , 2015, wvc d. du, wvancl av @wvc d.com) 

For example. . . 

Word Bank! 

s a turtl  

r ptil  

swallow 

sp ci s 

migrat  

For example. . . 

w ath r 

45 

15 

mailto:wvancleave@wvced.com
http:wvced.edu


  

    

    

       

      

     

   

 

        

      

     

   

       

   

   

 

 

(1) Description: Charact r Map (2) Actions: 

(For  xampl : What’s th  (For  xampl : What do s h /sh  lik  to do? 

charact r's nam ? What do s What do s h /sh  dislik  doing? What 

h /sh  look lik ? What styl  of chall ng s do s h /sh  fac ?) 

cloth s do s h /sh  lik  to w ar? 

Wh r  do s h /sh  liv , work, 

play. . .?) 

(3) Personality  raits: 

(For  xampl : What ar  th  

charact r's p rsonality traits? 

List som  d scribing words.) 

46 

47 

Charact r Map 

G tting R ady: 

T lling/R t lling 

16 



      
  

                  

            

  

   

   

  

  

  

 

  

          

  

          

        

   

 nts hav 

Let’s pract ce retell ng before we wr te our 
summar es. . . 

Hint: Practicing 

how to give 

feedback after a 

telling or 

retelling helps 

“front load” 

editing/revision 

practice. 

Santoro, L. E., Howard, L., Bak r, S. K., Fi n, H., Chard, D. (2015). Read Aloud!: Developing narrative and 

scientific literacy – whole group curriculum. Eug n , OR: C nt r on T aching and L arning. 

https://dib ls.uor gon. du/mark t/movingup/r adaloud 

Pause and Process 

• What ar  som  ways that you can h lp stud 

id as for writing? 

– . . .an id a about th  critical f atur s us d in good writing. 

– . . .an id a about what to writing about. 

50 

5. Def ne the Wr t ng Process 

51 

17 

https://dibels.uoregon.edu/market/movingup/readaloud


 

           
 

   

       
      

     

        

 

 

 
 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

B g Idea #4 

Th r  ar  diff r nt ways to fram  th  st ps of th  writing 
proc ss. 

 he bottom line: 

• Explicitly t ach a structur d, s qu ntial, and cumulativ  
approach to writing that includ s planning/pr -writing, 
drafting/outlining, r vision, and publishing (wh n 
appropriat ). 

• Instructional languag  us d in think alouds must b  
consist nt. 

52 
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fi
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h
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c 
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Think 

Alouds 

•POWER 

•Plan 

•Organiz  

•Writ  

•Edit/R vis  

•R writ  

•Publish 

53 

Think 

Alouds •Pre-writing 

•Drafting/Outlining 

•Revision 

•Publishing (optional stage) 

54 

18 



 

 

  

 
 

 

 

    

  

    

     

        

      
      

     

      

         

 

Pa
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fi
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g
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h
 
 W

ri
ti
n
g
 P
ro
c 
ss

•Pre-writing 

•Rough Draft 

•Revising 

Think 

Alouds 

•Editing 

•Final Copy 

•Publishing (optional stage) 

55 

Unal gned and Unclar f ed = Confus on 

raprof ssional Classroom #2Classroom #1 

56 

PPPPOOOOWWWWEEEERRRR SSSSttttrrrraaaatttteeeeggggyyyy 

Plan, Organiz , Writ , Edit/R vis , R writ  

• D sign d to mak  th  writing proc ss visibl  to 
stud nts. 

• Provid s a structural fram work for carrying 
out th  thinking and organizational proc ss s 
involv d in  ach phas  of writing. 

• H lps fram  th  “s lf-talk” us d by writ rs. 

57 

(Engl rt, Rapha l, And rson, Anthony, F ar, & Gr gg, 1988; (Proj ct 

Writ : http://kc.vand rbilt. du/proj ctwrit /) 

19 



 

 

 

•POWER 

•Plan 

•Organiz  

Visual 

Scaffolds 

•Writ  

•Edit/R vis  

•R writ  

•Publish 
58 

•POWER 

•Plan 

•Organiz  

•Writ  

Visual 

Scaffolds 

•Edit/R vis  

•R writ  

•Publish 
59 

•POWER 

•Plan 

Visual 

Scaffolds 

•Organiz  

•Writ  

•Edit/R vis  

•R writ  

•Publish 
60 

20 



 

 

  

           
   

         

              
             

stud nts?

•POWER 

•Plan 

•Organiz  

•Writ  

Visual 

Scaffolds 

•Edit/R vis  

•R writ  

•Publish 
61 

•POWER 

•Plan 

•Organiz  

•Writ  

•Edit/R vis  

Visual 

Scaffolds 

•R writ  

•Publish 
62 

Pause and D scuss 

• How will you d fin  th  st ps of writing proc ss for your 
What st ps will you t ach? 

• How will you visually display th  st ps of th  writing proc ss? 

• If you visually display th  st ps of th  writing proc ss, but don’t follow or 
r f r to th m, th  visual display alon  do s not qualify as  xplicit writing 
instruction. 

63 

21 
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B g Idea #5 

Wh n t aching th  writing proc ss, all st ps must b  
 xplicitly taught, but not all writing sampl s n  d to 
b  d v lop d through  ach phas  of th  writing 
proc ss. 

64 

Topic 1 Topic 2 Topic 3 

For example. . . 
Plan 

Organiz  

Writ  

(First Draft) 

Edit/R vis  

R writ  

(Final Draft) 65 

B g Idea #6 

Wh n using graphic organiz rs to t ach th  writing proc ss, 

Visual 

caffolds 

don’t ov rus  graphic organiz rs! K  p mat rials focus d, 
str amlin d, and align d with th  purpos  of instruction. 

• In oth r words, use a few graphic organizers purposefully 
and strategically. 

66 

22 



 

 

 

 

 

 

   
  

       

 

        
        

     

   

   

  

 

 

V sual Scaffolds 

•POWER 

•Plan 

•Organiz   hink Sheet 

•Writ  Draft Paper 

•Edit/R vis  Edit/Revise Sheet 

•R writ  Final Paper 

•Publish 
67 

Special Formatting 

Use Th nk Sheets 
and Ed t/Rev se Sheets 
• Think sh  ts and  dit/r vis  sh  ts ar . . . 

• Graphic aids. 

• Prompt d not -taking tools that h lp r mind stud nts of 
th  thinking strat gi s and dialogu  that good writ rs us . 

68 

These tools will look different 

depending on instructional 

purpose and grade level. 

Visual 

Scaffolds 

Sample Th nk Sheets 
Topic: 

K y Id a: 

D tail: 

D tail: 

K y Id a: 

D tail: 

D tail: 69 

23 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

Sample Th nk Sheets 

 opic Sentence: 

Conclusion: 

Key Idea: 

Key Idea: 

Key Idea: 

 opic Sentence: 

Key Idea: 

Detail: 

Key Idea: 

Detail: 

Conclusion: 

Sample Th nk Sheets 

71 
(fall) (spring) 

Sample Th nk Sheets 

(pag  1-front) (pag  2-back) 

24 



  

 

 

 

   

    

   

  

 

       
  

  

     

     

    

   
    

        

Sample Ed t/Rev se Sheets 

73 

 opic Sentence: 

Key Idea: 

Detail: 

Key Idea: 

Detail: Conclusion: 

Finally, moveable parts 

and text sorting helps 

students visualize and 

understand text 

structure. 

Mater als Al gnment 

• Align mat rials with purpos  of instruction, critical writing 
f atur s, and instructional languag . 

• Exampl s and Non-Exampl s 

• Think Sh  ts (for planning and organizing) 

• R vision Sh  ts (for  diting and proofr ading) 

• Focus d on cont nt and structur  

• Ass ssm nt and Scoring Rubrics 
• Analytic ( .g., PA Writing Rubric) 

• Primary Trait (Rubrics sp cific to g nr  and critical f atur s) 

75 

25 



  

      

          
        

           
      

  

 

           
 

           
   

Pause and Process 

• What mat rials ar  you curr ntly using? 

• How can you improv  th  alignm nt of your mat rials? Consid r 
aligning your mat rials to your think alouds and instructional 
languag . 

• How can you coordinat  th  us  of writing mat rials within and 
across grad s? -b tw  n paraprof ssionals and classroom 
t ach rs? 

76 

6. Use POWER 

77 

B g Idea #7 
Visual 

Scaffolds 

• H lp stud nts s   that th  stag s of th  writing proc ss ar  
uniqu ly diff r nt. 

• Show how  ach compon nt of th  writing proc ss is diff r nt by 
strat gically diff r ntiating visual scaffolds. 

78 

26 



  

         
     

 

   

      

  

    

    

    

 

   

    
 

    
     

  
    
   

       
     

 

  

           
  

     

    

           

      

Step 1: Plan 

• Us  a Think Sh  t align d with th  purpos  for 
writing to plan and g n rat  id as. 

• Brainstorm 

• G n rat  lists 

• Obtain information if n  d d 

• Consid r oth r sourc s of information if 
applicabl  

79 

Step 1: Plan 

• I Do! [Topic #1 - Turtl s] 
Sea tu tles a e  eptiles •Mod l/D monstrat  
Sea tu tles have shells 

•W  Do! [Topic #2 - Snak s] that a e ha d and bony
fo p otection. 

•L ad/Guid  Sea tu tles have lungs
and they b eathe ai . •You Do! [Topic #3 - Sharks] 
Baby sea tu tles hatch
f om eggs. 

• Ind p nd nt Application 

We lea ned that sea tu tles a e in 
the family of ai b eathing
 eptiles. 

80 

Step 2: Organ ze 

• R vi w th  id as on th  Think Sh  t us d for planning and 
organiz  your thinking. 

• Cross out id as you won’t us . 

• Conn ct id as that go tog th r. 

• Numb r th  id as in th  ord r you want to writ  about 
th m. 

. . .clust r, group, and cat goriz  id as! 

81 
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Step 2: Organ ze 

Sea tu tles a e  eptiles 

•You Do! [Topic #3 - Shar 

•W  Do! [Topic #2 - Snak s] 

• I Do! [Topic #1 - Turtl s] 

] 

Sea tu tles have shells 
that a e ha d and bony
fo p otection. 

Mod l/D monstrat  •

Sea tu tles have lungs
and they b eathe ai . •L ad/Guid  

Baby sea tu tles hatch
f om eggs. 

• Ind p nd nt Application 
We lea ned that sea tu tles a e in 
the family of ai b eathing
 eptiles. 

82 

Step 3: Wr te 

• Stud nts us  th ir Think Sh  ts as guid  for writing a 
first draft. 

•  ips!: 

• Us  a blank sh  t of lin d, color d pap r, inst ad of 
whit , to r mind stud nts that this is not th  final 
draft. 

• Approach writing as drafting. Encourag  stud nts to 
writ  “flash drafts” or “sloppy copies” to h lp 
diminish r luctanc  to r vis . 

83 
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Sea tu tles a e  eptiles. . . 

Step 3: Wr te 

• I Do! [Topic #1 - Turtl s] 

•Mod l/D monstrat  

•W  Do! [Topic #2 - Snak s] 

•L ad/Guid  

•You Do! [Topic #3 - Sharks] 

• Ind p nd nt Application 

28 
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Step 4: Ed t/Rev se 

• Us  an Edit /R vis  Sh  t to: • Set reasonable, achievable 
goals for revisions. 

and structur  l v ls. 
• Edit/R vis  at th  cont nt 

For  xampl . . . 

– Som thing irr l vant you • Proofr ad at th  
can cross out. m chanics, sp lling, and 

– Wording you can chang . conv ntions l v ls. 
– Som thing missing that 
would mak  th  s nt nc  
or paragraph cl ar r or 
mor  int r sting. 

85 

Step 4: Ed t/Rev se 

• I Do! [Topic #1 - Turtl s] 

•Mod l/D monstrat  

•W  Do! [Topic #2 - Snak s] 

•L ad/Guid  

•You Do! [Topic #3 - Sharks] 

• Ind p nd nt Application 

86 
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Ed t/Rev se 

R vision is NOT  diting, but  diting 
IS part of r visio 

87 



     

      

        
   

       
 

        
      

       
   

    

       

     
 

 

      
  
     

     
 

     
 

 

 

Ed t/Rev se 

• Revision (. . .is the process) 

• Conc ptual, “big pictur ,” oft n r lat s to cont nt. 

• Making chang s to th  t xt bas d on s lf- valuation 
and f  dback from oth rs. 

• Editing 

• Sp cific, focus d on surfac  d tails lik  punctuation, 
sp lling, m chanics. 

• Making chang s to  nsur  that th  t xt corr ctly 
adh r s to th  conv ntions of writt n English. 

88 

COPS 
(Ed t ng) 

•Hav  I Capitaliz d th  first word of 
s nt nc s and prop r nam s? 

•How is th  Ov rall app aranc ? 

•Hav  I put in commas and  nd 
Punctuation? 

•Hav  I Sp ll d all words corr ctly? 

Think 

Alouds 

89 

any g nr  

ARMS 
(Rev s ng) 

Think 

Alouds 

•Add words and s nt nc s (b  d scriptiv , 
captur  all id as). 

•R mov  words and s nt nc s (b  concis ). 
•Mov  words and s nt nc s (s nt nc  
flu ncy, organization). 

•Substitut  words and s nt nc s (word 
choic , voic ). 

any g nr  
90 
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WIRMI 
(Rev s ng) 

Think 

Alouds 

•Aft r composing an  ssay, writ  a “What I Really 
Mean Is. . .” stat m nt and k  p a copy of it. Hav  a 
partn r r ad th  draft and writ  a “What I  hink You 
Really Meant to Say Was. . .” stat m nt in r spons  to 
th   ssay. Compar  your WIRMI stat m nt to your 
p  r’s r spons  to d t rmin  with th  pap r 
communicat s  ff ctiv ly. Mak  r visions accordingly. 

91 

any g nr  

Pract ce, Pract ce, Pract ce! 

• Practic   diting tog th r! 

• Hav  stud nts  dit th ir own paragraphs using th  
 dit/r vis  think sh  t. 

• Find opportuniti s for t ach r f  dback 
• As you circulat  during partn r work 
• In individual writing conf r nc s with stud nts 
• By focusing on critical f atur s 

• Incorporat  p  r  diting and discussion. 

92 

Step 5: Rewr te 

• Hav  stud nts writ  anoth r draft (or drafts) 

• Writ  your n xt draft 

• If th  draft is final, do final proofr ading 

93 
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Step 5: Rewr te 
F nal Proofread ng 

• Mod l a strat gy for proofr ading th  final draft and corr cting 
m chanical  rrors (word ord r, sp lling, capitalization, and 
punctuation) 

• Us  an ov rh ad of a final draft with a vari ty of  rrors 

• Hav  stud nts proofr ad s nt nc s and mak  corr ctions on th ir 
final drafts. 

. . .K  p final proofr ading simpl  wh n r writing th  final copy. 
Corr ct any glaring sp lling, punctuation, and grammar  rrors. 
Final proofr ading giv s writing its polish and corr ctn ss. 

95 

Step 5: Rewr te 

• I Do! [Topic #1 - Turtl s] 

•Mod l/D monstrat  

•W  Do! [Topic #1 - Turtl s] 

•L ad/Guid  

•You Do! [Topic #3 - Sharks] 

• Ind p nd nt Application 

Use Draft Sort ng to Help Struggl ng Wr ters 
Understand Rewr t ng 

A snapping turtl  is a gr  n, sh ll d r ptil  that can w igh up to 85 pounds. Th  

snapping turtl  sp nds most of its tim  in th  wat r. Most turtl s liv  in North 

Am rican. Snapping turtl s  at plants, fish, ins cts, and oth r stuff. 

A turtl  is a small, slow r ptil . Th  turtl  has a sh ll that is gr  n. On  typ  of turtl  is a 

snapping turtl . A snapping turtl  liv s in wat r and can swim. Th y can walk on land 

too. Snapping turtl s  at plants and som  animals. 

Draft # 

#2 

#1 

Th  snapping turtl  is a gr  n sh ll d r ptil  that can w ight up to 85 pounds. It is 

call d a snapping turtl  b caus  it has pow rful jaws, no t  th, and a sharp b ak. 

Snapping turtl s sp nd most of th ir tim  in th  wat r of North Am rica. 

Most snapping turtl s ar  omnivor s or plant  at rs. Th y can  at small fish, ins cts, 

snak s, and  v n d ad animals. Yuck! 

32 
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Step 6: Publ sh 
•D cid  what will b  publish d –typ d, mad  in 
book form, display d on a bull tin board, 
ass mbl d into a y arbook or class lit racy journal, 
 tc. 

•Consid r if oth r m dia can b  incorporat d – 
t chnology, art, music, drama,  tc. 

Not all work n  ds to b  publish d! 

97 

What Wr ters Say About Publ sh ng 

“I still encourage anyone who feels at all compelled to write to do so. I just 
try to warn people who hope to get published that publication is not all that 
is cracked up to be.  ut writing is. Writing has so much to give. . .The act of 
writing turns out to be its own reward. . .The problem that comes up over 
and over again is that people want to get published. They kind of want to 
write, but they really want to be published. You’ll never get to where you 
want to be that way, I tell them. There is a door to walk through, and writing 
can help you find it and open it.” 

• Ann  Lamott 

98 

Pause and Process 

•How can you mor  cl arly diff r ntiat  th  
compon nts of th  writing proc ss? 

•What visual scaffolds can you us  to h lp stud nts 
distinguish th  diff r nt compon nts? 

99 
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7. Pull  t All Together 

100 

Comprehensive Macro-level Writing Instruction 

1. Process 

Writing 

Approach 

2. Genre- and 

Discipline-

specific 

Writing 

4. Writing 3. Writing 

for 

Content-

area 

Learning 

Strategies 

W binar #1 

Interactive Writing 

101 

Instruct onal Mantra 

“Short writing often – Not just 

long writing seldom.” 
-Anita Arch r 

102 
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B g Ideas for the Wr t ng Process 

1. Explicit instruction t ach s writing by showing stud nts how to 
writ  through d monstrations, mod ls, and “think alouds.” 

2. Explicit instruction r quir s th  us  of visual scaffolds to visually 
r pr s nt th  writing proc ss and mak  it concr t . 

3. Writing r quir s id as. . . 

• Id as about critical f atur s us d in good writing. 

• Id as about what to writ  about. 

B g Ideas for the Wr t ng Process 

4. St ps in th  writing proc ss must b  d fin d and taught 
 xplicitly. Instructional languag  and think alouds must b  
consist nt. 

5. All st ps of th  writing proc ss must b   xplicitly taught, but not 
all writing sampl s n  d to b  d v lop d through  ach phas . 

6. Us  a f w (not many) graphic organiz rs purpos fully and 
strat gically. 

7. H lp stud nts s   that th  st ps of th  writing ar  uniqu ly 
diff r nt. Show how  ach compon nt is diff r nt by strat gically 
diff r ntiating visual scaffolds. 

Next Steps 

• Follow-up PLC on Nov mb r 20, 2017 for Th  Writing Proc ss 
W binar 

Instructional Application: 

1. Us   xampl s and non- xampl s to h lp g t stud nts r ady fo 
writing. 

2. D fin /clarify th  writing proc ss. Mak  it visual! 

3. R vi w mat rials us d for writing. Ar  th y cl ar and align d with 
instructional focus? Do th  h lp diff r ntiat  th  st ps in th  
writing proc ss? How do th y visually provid  scaffolding? 

4. Hav  fun t aching writing! 

35 



     

   
    

    
  

   
     
   
 

         

   

  

    

From the Bookshelf: Research-based Pract ce Gu des 
• 6-12: T aching S condary • K-6: T aching El m ntary 
Stud nts to Writ  Eff ctiv ly (IES School Stud nts to b  Eff ctiv  
Educators Practic  Guid , Writ rs (IES Educators Practic  
Nov mb r 2016) Guid , Jun  2012) 

http://i s. d.gov/nc  /wwc/Docs/practic guid  http://i s. d.gov/nc  /wwc/Practic Guid .as 
/wwc_s condary_writing_110116.pdf px?sid=17 

107 

From the Bookshelf: Resources to Expl c tly Teach the Wr t ng 
Process 

St p Up to Writing 

http://www.voyag rsopris.com/curriculum/subj ct/lit racy/st p-up-to-writing-fourth-
 dition/ov rvi w 

Paragraph Writing Strat gy 

http://sim.kucrl.org/products/d tails/paragraph-writing-strat gy 

Hochman M thod – “Th  Writing R volution” 

http://www.th writingr volution.org/m thod/hochman-m thod/ 

108 
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http://www.thewritingrevolution.org/method/hochman-method
http://sim.kucrl.org/products/details/paragraph-writing-strategy
http://www.voyagersopris.com/curriculum/subject/literacy/step-up-to-writing-fourth
http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/PracticeGuide.as
http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/Docs/practiceguide


      

 

 

  

 

 

 

       

          
    

              
         
    

           
        

          
       

            
      

From the Bookshelf: Research-based Resources on Wr t ng 

Discuss s 

r s arch 

and b st 

practic  

Provid s 

r s arch-

bas d 

classroom 

application 
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From the Bookshelf: Wr ters D scuss the Wr t ng Process 

110 
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Webs tes for Wr t ng 
• ELA/Lit racy Scoring Rubrics 

• http://www.parcconlin .org/ la-lit racy-t st-docum nts 

• Explicit Instruction with Anita Arch r: D monstration of summary fram  with 1st 

grad rs 
• http:// xplicitinstruction.org/vid o- l m ntary/ l m ntary-vid o-6/ 

• FCRR (Florida C nt r of R ading R s arch) Expository T xt structur  
• http://www.fcrr.org/curriculum/PDF/G4-5/45CPartTwo.pdf 

• Instructional Strat gi s Onlin : Graphic Organiz rs 
• http://olc.spsd.sk.ca/DE/PD/instr/strats/graphicorganiz rs/ind x.html 

• Iris C nt r for Improving Stud nt Writing P rformanc  
• http://iris.p abody.vand rbilt. du/modul /pow/ 

• PaTTAN: vid os, r sourc s 
• http://www.pattan.n t/cat gory/Educational%20Initiativ s/R ading 
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Webs tes for Wr t ng 
• Proj ct Writ  

• http://kc.vand rbilt. du/proj ctwrit / 

• P rformanc  Task Writing Rubrics 

• http://www.smart rbalanc d.org/practic -t st/ 

• W st Virginia D partm nt of Education 

• https://wvd .stat .wv.us/strat gybank/GraphicOrganiz rsforWriting.html 

• Writ  Away! A Stud nt Guid  to th  Writing Proc ss 

• http://cuip.uchicago. du/~mmanning/2001/graphicorganiz rs.htm 

• Writ  D sign Onlin : Graphic Organiz rs 

• http://www.writ d signonlin .com/organiz rs/ 
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http://www.writedesignonline.com/organizers
http://cuip.uchicago.edu/~mmanning/2001/graphicorganizers.htm
https://wvde.state.wv.us/strategybank/GraphicOrganizersforWriting.html
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/practice-test
http://kc.vanderbilt.edu/projectwrite
http://iris.peabody.vanderbilt.edu/module/pow
http://olc.spsd.sk.ca/DE/PD/instr/strats/graphicorganizers/index.html
http://www.fcrr.org/curriculum/PDF/G4-5/45CPartTwo.pdf
http://explicitinstruction.org/video-elementary/elementary-video-6
http://www.parcconline.org/ela-literacy-test-documents
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