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Goals and Objectives
	
•	 Increased awareness of the 
issue of suspension and 
expulsions in early childhood 
settings. 

•	 Increased knowledge of 
effective practices for reducing 
suspensions and expulsions in 
early childhood settings. 

•	 Increased knowledge of 
potential barriers and solutions 
to carrying out the effective 
practices. 
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Session Flow 
•	 Overview of issue 
•	 Overview of guide for preventing suspensions & 

expulsions in early childhood settings
	

•	 Demonstrate the guide’s interactive website 
− Discuss the effective practices and recommendations 
in the guide
	

− Potential barriers and solutions
	
− Highlight key resources
	

•	 Opportunity for large group questions/reactions 
•	 Small group activities + Break 
•	 Large group share out, discussion and reflection 
•	 Wrap-up 
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Connect to Wifi 

Network Name: 

PaTTAN Guest
	

Password: 

[will fill in for each site]
	

(case sensitive) 
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What’s the Issue? 
•	 Preschool expulsions are estimated to be 
higher than K-12 education 

• Disparity in discipline begins in early childhood 
−	 Black children account for almost 

suspensions and expulsions but less than 

preschoolers
	

as likely to be suspended or expelled as Latino & 
White children 

•	 Deprives children of the valuable learning 
experiences and opportunities 

• Leaves underlying issues unaddressed 
•	 Leads to increased risk of academic failure, high 
school drop out & incarceration 

Copyright © 2016 SRI International 5 

Copyright © 2016 SRI International 

https://youtu.be/iE2H7eiZBk0 
http://www.rosemarieallen.com/ 
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Early childhood suspensions and 
expulsions are not as much a result of 
child behaviors, as they are related to 
adult and program characteristics 
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Pennsylvania Supports 

•	 CONNECT line to access help in supporting child 
at risk of suspension/expulsion 1-800-692-7288 

•	 OCDEL Announcement:  Reduction of Expulsion 
and Suspension in Early Childhood Programs in 
Pennsylvania 
− Subsidized Child Care Services - S-17 #05 
− Child Care Certification Services- C-17#04 
− Early Intervention Services - EI-17#02 FC/PRF- 17#03 
− Early Learning Services – KS-17#04 ELS-17#03 
http://tinyurl.com/y7hpubne 
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Pennsylvania Supports 

•	 PA Key pakeys.org 

− Early Learning Standards
	
− Keystone STARS Standards
	
− Early Childhood Mental Health Webpage
	

•	 Early Intervention Technical Assistance eita-pa.org
	
− Topics of Interest
	
− Professional Development
	

•	 Pennsylvania Positive Behavior Support Network 

papbs.org
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High Priority Issue 
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Discuss: What do we really mean 

by ‘suspensions’ and ‘expulsions’?
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So What Can We Do About It? 
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preventexpulsion.org 
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Guide Structure 
• Introduction 
• Overview of Issue 
• Recommended Policies & Practices 
− Grouped into tiers 
• Tier 1: Program- and School-wide Supports 
• Tier 2: Supports for Working with Individual Classrooms 
• Tier 3: Supports for Providers/Teachers Working with Individual 
Children
	

− Each recommendation has the following sections
	
• How do I do this? 
• What barriers might I run into and what are solutions? 
• Where do I go for more resources? 
• References 

• Glossary 
Copyright © 2016 SRI International 
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Guide Demo 

On the home page, 
complete a needs 
assessment survey 
to provide tailored 

list of 
recommendations 
most relevant to 
your needs 

Interactive tiles 
make it easy for 
you to visualize & 
jump between 
recommendations 

Each 
recommendation 
covers the same key 
sections & you can 
quickly jump 
between them 

We highlight key 
resources (tools or 
specific strategies) and 
where to go for more 
information 

The web‐based format 
allows us to easily 
update resources as 
they become available 
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Thoughts, Questions, Reactions? 
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Small Group Activities 
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Activity 1 – Self-Assessment 

•	 Think (Individually 10 min.): Take the self-
assessment 
− Go to preventexpulsion.org and click link for “Start the Self-
Assessment” 

− If you do NOT have a laptop, tablet or smartphone with you– 
request a hard copy 

•	 Pair (10 min.): Turn to the person next to you and 
discuss 
− Introduce yourself, your role, where you are from 
− Share the areas that are strengths and those that could be 
enhanced or more consistent 
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Share: Large Group Share Out
	

•	 What were identified as your top 
priorities? 

•	 Anything you hadn’t considered? 
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Break! 

Activity 2 – Example from Tier 2 – 
Classroom Environment 
•	 Think (individually 5 min.): Read the vignette and 
brainstorm ideas for making transitions more 
active. 

•	 Pair (5 min.): Turn to a partner, brainstorm & 
share your ideas 
− What are some concrete steps for Samantha to meet 
her transition goal? 

− What are your for ideas for how to make transitions 
more active? 

− How could you document and acknowledge 
Samantha’s progress? 

Copyright © 2016 SRI International 
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Share: Large Group Share Out 

•	 What were some of the ideas for concrete 
steps, ways to make transitions more active 
or documenting and acknowledge progress 
that you and your partner came up with? 

•	 Do you do any of these currently with staff in 

your program? 


Copyright © 2016 SRI International 

Activity 3 – Example from Tier 3 – 
Functional Behavioral Assessment 
•	 Think (individually 5 min.): Read the vignette and 
brainstorm why the child might be exhibiting the 
behavior 

•	 Pair (5 min.): Turn to a partner, brainstorm & 
share your ideas 
− Based on the information provided, what’s your 
hypothesis or “best guess” for why Shaun’s behavior is 
occurring? For why Sophie’s behavior is occurring? 

− Compare and contrast your hypotheses 

Copyright © 2016 SRI International 

12 



 

 

 

 

 

7/17/2017
 

Share: Large Group Share Out 

•	 Based on the information provided, what’s 
your hypothesis or “best guess” for why 
Shaun’s behavior is occurring? 

•	 For why Sophie’s behavior is occurring? 
•	 Do you do FBA with staff in your program 

currently? 
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Activity 4 – Planning Next Steps 

•	 Let’s get sorted! 
−	 Kahoot poll – Which tier of recommended policy/practice are you 
choosing to work on first? 

− Go to Kahoot.it on your computer, tablet or smart phone 
− Enter the game pin, enter a nickname and join! 

•	 Relocate: Go to the area of the room for your selected tier 
(1, 2, or 3) 

•	 Pair (20 min.): Find a partner, go through each of your 

selected recommended policy/practice and plan next 

steps
	
•	 What can you or your staff do and when 
•	 What might you need outside support for? Note requests for 
additional supports from TA staff or other external supports 

Copyright © 2016 SRI International 
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Share: Large Group Share Out 

•	 What is one of the first things that you 
will do when you go back to your 
program? 

•	 What is one request for support you 
identified? 

Copyright © 2016 SRI International 

Wrap-Up 

•	 Final comments? 
•	 Quality improvement 
− What worked well? 
− What could have 
worked better or be 
improved? 

Copyright © 2016 SRI International 
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Thank You
	

Silicon Valley, CA 
(SRI International headquarters) 
333 Ravenswood Avenue 
Menlo Park, CA 94025 
+1.650.859.2000 Access the guide & more resources at: 
Washington, D.C. preventexpulsion.org 1100 Wilson Boulevard 
Arlington, VA 22209 
+1.703.524.2053 

www.sri.com/education Abby C. W. Schachner, PhD 
Early Childhood Researcher 

The contents of the guide 

Email abby.schachner@sri.com were developed through 
SRI International Internal 
Research and 
Development funds 
awarded to Abby 
Schachner, Ph.D., an Early Center for Learning and Development | SRI Childhood Researcher 
within SRI Education’s Education 
Center for Learning of 

Optimizing outcomes | Reducing barriers Development. 
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Bonus Activity - Example from Tier 1 
- Cultural Awareness 
•	 Think (individually 5 min.):  What does it mean for 
you to show respect? What does it mean for you 
to be shown respect? 

•	 Pair (5 min.): Turn to a partner, introduce 
yourself, spend 5 min. talking about respect. 
− What does it mean for you to show respect? What does 
it mean for you to be shown respect? 


− Where do you think your notions of “respect” come 

from? 


− How did the exercise feel? What would it be like to do 

that with staff in your program? 


http://www.edchange.org/multicultural/activities/activity1.html
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Share: Large Group Share Out 
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