
Activity #6

▪ We will take a look at the language of IGBO (one of the languages of Nigeria)
▪ We will examine some of the language-domain specific components of IGBO in

comparison to ENGLISH

▪ This is called cross-linguistic analysis

▪ We will come up with some ideas of what to expect from an IGBO speaker who is
also speaking and/or learning ENGLISH



IGBO AND ENGLISH 
CONSONANT PHONEMES

/w/ and /r/ also 
exist in Igbo. /r/ 
is different than 
English /r/.



IGBO AND ENGLISH VOWEL 
PHONEMES



PHONOLOGICAL PATTERNS IN 
IGBO



CONTRASTIVE ANALYSIS: 
GRAMMAR







THE TEST ON NARRATIVE LANGUAGE - SPANISH EDITION 
“THE PIRATE STORY”

Language Sample Utterances Igbo Language English Language 
Rule

Expected error(s)

There was this small boy. • What sounds in this 
English sentence may 
be difficult in Igbo?

• What grammatical 
structures in this 
English sentence may 
present difficulties for 
Igbo?

He was at home during the day. 

Playing with his dog was his favorite 
thing to do.
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