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Bookshare: 
Providing Accessible Materials to Students with 

Print Disabilities 

Welcome to Session 2 
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Today’s presenter: 

Karen Narvol 
Independent assistive technology consultant 
and trainer 
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HOW TO DOWNLOAD, SAVE, & 
OPEN BOOKSHARE BOOKS 
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Big Ideas for Today 

What are Bookshare’s specialized formats? 

How do I download and save a Bookshare 
zipped file? 

How do I extract a zipped file? 

How do I open and read a Bookshare book 
using one of Bookshare’s free reading tools? 

Where can I get help on Bookshare’s 
website? 
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BOOKSHARE FORMATS 
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Bookshare offers text-based access for 
NON-copyrighted books to anyone 

 Public domain, freely-distributable books are 
available to all 

 No login required 

 Formats: HTML and TXT 

 Read in a browser, word processor, or other 
application that displays .html or .txt files 

Bookshare Formats 
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Bookshare Formats 

Bookshare formats available to individuals 
with qualifying print disabilities (copyrighted 
materials) 

 DAISY-3 (Digital Accessible Information System) 
 global digital talking book format 

 MP3 and Daisy Audio 
 digital audio 

 BRF (Braille Ready Format) 
 digital braille 
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Bookshare Formats
 
DAISY
 

Digital Accessible Information System 

 Standard for producing and reading 
accessible and navigable multimedia 
publications 

Bookshare produces DAISY digital text 

With images (larger file) 

Without images 
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Features of DAISY Applications 

 Navigate forward and backward by word, paragraph, 
page or chapter 

 Go to any page, chapter, section header 

 Support for table of contents and index 

 Searchable 

 Place bookmarks in the text 

 Make notes in the text 

 Increase and decrease the rate of speech 

 May display images and descriptions if available 
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Bookshare Formats – MP3 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VQzX13ikFHE 

Compression system for music 

Common audio file format 

 “Flat” format 

Store, organize, and play Bookshare 
MP3 files on MP3 players 

Download the zipped Bookshare MP3 file to a 
computer, save it, & extract it to a folder 
 If using an Apple device, use iTunes to transfer the files to 

your device 

 For other devices, connect the device to your computer and 
copy the MP3 files as recommended by the manufacturer 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VQzX13ikFHE


Bookshare Formats 

DAISY Audio
 

DAISY Audio is a universal format standard for 
audio books 

Features: 

 Audio format only 

 Easier navigability 

 Better TTS voice than comes native to the 
device 

 Requires reader that supports DAISY Audio 

11 

Bookshare Formats
 
BRF
 

Braille Ready Format (.brf) 
 Digital text format creates refreshable braille 

 No images or text formatting 

 Electronic representation of a braille book 

Available from Bookshare in both EBAE and 
UEB contracted or uncontracted braille 
 Select the Braille Ready Format and Braille 

Grade in Member Download Preferences. 
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As of January 1, 2016, Bookshare now offers 
Bookshare books in Unified English Braille (UEB) 

Unified English Braille 
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FOLDER STRUCTURE 
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Create a Folder Structure for 

Storing Bookshare Books
 

 Several elements comprise a 
Bookshare book. 

 It is important to download, 
save and extract all the 
elements of a Bookshare book 
to one folder in order for the 
book to work. 

 Well-defined folder structures 
can enhance security of 
copyrighted books. 
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Example - Folder Set-up
 

Student B 

English Social 
Studies 

Math Science English Social 
Studies 

Math Science 

Student A 

Bookshare 

Grade Level 
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DEMONSTRATION: 
SET UP FOLDERS 
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DOWNLOAD BOOKS TO A 
COMPUTER 
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Downloading Books 

 Create a folder structure in which to save books 

 Download and install software 

 Victor Reader Soft BS Edition for Windows 

 Read:OutLoud BS Edition, Windows and Macintosh 

 Other compatible software program 

 Use search features and find book 

 Select (organizational) Member, select Download 
Format 

 Download book 

 Extract files and save to appropriate folder 
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 Victor Reader Soft 
 Compatible with Windows XP and later 

 Must use Microsoft Voices (David and Zira) on Windows 8 & 10 

 Text Notes do not function in Windows 7, 8, and 10 

 Future versions of the software are no longer being 
developed 

 Designed for people who are blind or have low vision 

 Read:OutLoud 
 Compatible with Windows and older Mac operating systems 

 Windows XP and later, and Mac Lion and Mountain Lion only 

 Future versions of the software are no longer being 
developed 

 Designed for people with learning disabilities 

 Acapela Voices 

Free Bookshare Software for 
Members 
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Downloading Free Software 
(Remember: You Must be Logged In) 

My Bookshare-> 
Download 
Reading Tools 
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Find a book 

Downloading a Book 
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Click Download 

Downloading a Book 
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Select a Member and Download Format 
and Confirm Book Download 
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Select Available, then Save File 
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Status 

Large Downloads 
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If the book has many pages and/or images or is a DAISY audio or MP3  
file, it may take some time to package. If so, you will see “In Progress” 
under Status. You will receive an email from Bookshare when the book 
is available for download. 
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Save to Flash Drive/Network Folder/ or  
Other Location 
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Zipped File 

DEMONSTRATION: 
DOWNLOADING A BOOK 
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EXTRACTING ZIPPED FILES 
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 Bookshare uses standard Zip compression 
technology 
 files download as “zipped,” or compressed files 

 Compression creates one file per book 
 a zipped file is much smaller and faster to download and 

manage 

 Windows XP and above have Zip capability built into 
the operating system, which will extract (“unzip”) 
Bookshare files 

 Mac operating systems (e.g., Mavericks, Yosemite, El 
Capitan) have an Archive Utility built into the 
operating system that extracts Bookshare files 

 Third party software utilities that extract zipped files 
are also available 

Zipped Files 
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 In order to open a book in a software program 
you must first extract it 

For a Windows computer: 
 Right click on the zipped file and select 

Extract All 

For a Mac computer: 
 Right click (Ctrl+click) and select Open With. 

Select Archive Utility or another utility that 
uncompresses zipped files 

You can delete the zipped file when you have 
extracted it 

Extracting Files 

31 

Extracting Files - Windows 
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Right click on zipped file, 
Select Extract All 

All components of an extracted Bookshare file must be in one folder 
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Extracting Files - Macintosh 

33 

Archive Utility 

Right click (or Ctrl+click) on zipped file, 
Select Open With 

DEMONSTRATION: 
EXTRACTING A ZIPPED FILE 
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HOW TO FIND THE RIGHT 
TOOLS FOR YOUR STUDENTS 
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Multi-modal reading: See and hear words
simultaneously 

 View books with large font on a PC screen, or print 
 Listen to them (many voice options) 
Read Braille (digital or hardcopy) 

Ways to Read using Bookshare 
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Computer

  
  

 
 

AT Devices

Mobile

Web

  

• Download free software and 
books to a computer; readComputer 

• Download books (in DAISY Text, DAISY
with Images, DAISY Audio, or BRF
formats) to computer, transfer to AT
devices; or download directly to devices. 

AT Devices 

• Read2Go: Download, read on iOS devices 
• Go Read: Download, read on Android devices 
• Download MP3 format for MP3 players 

Mobile 

• Bookshare Web Reader: Read 
in an Internet browser!Web 

Bookshare Reading Options 
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Read:OutLoud Bookshare Edition 
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How to Install and Use Read:OutLoud Bookshare Edition: 
https://www.bookshare.org/cms/help-center/how-do-i-install-and-use-
readoutloud-bookshare-edition 
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DEMONSTRATION: 
READ:OUTLOUD BS EDITION 
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HOW-TO GUIDES 
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https://www.bookshare.org/cms/help-center/training-and-
resources/brochures 

ACTION PLAN 
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Action Plan for Session 2 

Set up a folder system in which to store 
Bookshare books 

Download a free reading tool 

Search for a book for a qualified Member 

Select Member and select Download Format 

Download, save, and extract a book 

Open and read book with free reading tool 
or other compatible application 

If you do not have an Organizational Membership, use the Demo Account: 
orgdemo@bookshare.org, demo480 

43 

DEMO Account for Organizations 

 If using the Demo account, download one of 
the following books 
(orgdemo@bookshare.org / demo480) 

 Bookshare Demo: The Rocket Boys of 
NIH by Don Luckett 

 Bookshare Demo: Introduction to 
Economic Analysis by R. Preston 
Mcafee 

 Any out of copyright book 

44 

22 

mailto:orgdemo@bookshare.org
mailto:orgdemo@bookshare.org


 

23 

Join us for Bookshare Webinars 3 & 4 
February 16 and March 2, 2016 

Topics to be covered on Feb. 16: 

 Legal requirements to provide AEM 

 NIMAS and NIMAC 

Managing a Member roster 

 Creating and Sharing Reading Lists 

 Providing students without individual 
memberships access to the Bookshare 
Web Reader and shared Reading Lists 

46 

45 



 
Join us for Bookshare Webinars 3 & 4 

February 16 and March 2, 2016 

Topics to be covered on March 2: 

 Read with assistive reading tools 
Demonstration of Kurzweil 3000, Read&Write 

Gold, Bookshare Web Reader, 
Snap & Read Universal 

 Using features of tools to support 

students’ reading
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