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Welcome to Session 5 

2 

Today’s presenter: 

Karen Narvol 
Independent assistive technology consultant 
and trainer 

TOOLS AND RESOURCES FOR 
MAKING DECISIONS ABOUT AEM 
AND ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY 
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Big Ideas for Today 

What tools and resources are available to help 
teams make appropriate decisions when: 
 Determining a student’s need for AEM, 

 Selecting and acquiring specialized formats, 

 Selecting and acquiring appropriate reading 
tools, 

 Implementing AEM and reading tools, and 

 Evaluating the effectiveness of AEM and reading 
tools 

What questions do teams need to ask? 
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Tools and Resources 
 Pennsylvania’s Guidelines for the Provision of 

AIM 

 AIM Explorer 

 AEM Navigator 

 Functional Vision Assessment (FVA) 

 Learning Media Assessment (LMA) 

 Protocol for Accommodations in Reading (PAR) 

Quality Indicators for Assistive Technology 
(QIAT) 

 SETT Framework 
(Student, Environments, Tasks, Tools) 
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PENNSYLVANIA’S 
AIM GUIDELINES 
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PA’s AIM Guidelines 
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http://www.pattan.net/category/Resources/PaTTAN+Publications/Browse/Single/?id 
=500d52748b0332bc21000266 

PA’s AIM Guidelines 
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http://www.pattan.net/category/Resources/PaTTAN+Publications/Browse/Single/?id 
=500d52748b0332bc21000266 
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AIM EXPLORER 
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AIM Explorer 

Free simulation that combines grade-leveled 
digital text with access features of text 
readers 

Access features are presented to help 
struggling readers decide on appropriate 
supports 

Designed for readers with low vision, 
physical challenges, and learning and 
attentional difficulties 
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AIM Explorer: http://aem.cast.org/navigating/aim-explorer.html#.VuB5DRjwRJ8 
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AEM NAVIGATOR 
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AEM Navigator 

 Interactive tool 

Facilitates decision-making process for AEM 

Four decision points 

 Determination of need 

 Selection of formats 

 Acquisition of formats 

 Selection of supports for use 

Used by IEP teams and other collaborative 
teams 
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AEM Navigator: http://aem.cast.org/navigating/aem-navigator.html#.VuB4pBjwRJ8 
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AEM Navigator 

 Is NOT a screening or diagnostic tool 

 Is a process facilitator that guides the work 
of a collaborative team 

Decisions and supporting information are 
saved to a Student Summary 

Fully accessible to people using a variety of 
assistive technologies 

17 

AEM Navigator: http://aem.cast.org/navigating/aem-navigator.html#.VuB4pBjwRJ8 

AEM Navigator Process 

List the print instructional materials used 
across the curriculum. 

Consider the instructional context. 

Select formats needed. 

Match formats to materials. 

Determine technology, supports, strategies, 
and accommodations needed by student to 
successfully use specialized formats. 
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AEM Navigator: http://aem.cast.org/navigating/aem-navigator.html#.VuB4pBjwRJ8 
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AEM Navigator 
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AEM Navigator 
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AEM Navigator 
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AEM Navigator 

FUNCTIONAL VISION AND 
LEARNING MEDIA 
ASSESSMENTS 
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Functional Vision Assessment 

 The assessment of functional vision aims to 
determine 
 what people see 

 how they can see and use their vision 

 under what conditions they can see 

 Information is used to determine why an 
individual can or cannot do particular tasks 

 Provides information about the use of an 
individual’s vision to plan training to enhance 
visual skills 

24 

Low Vison Online: http://www.lowvisiononline.unimelb.edu.au/Function/index.htm 
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Functional Vision Assessment 
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Sample Forms 

Learning Media Assessment (LMA) 

 Identifies the best reading format for a 
student: print, braille, audio, objects, or some 
combination 

Offers a framework for selecting appropriate 
literacy media for a student who is visually 
impaired 

Assesses a student’s learning style, or the 
way he or she uses vision, hearing, and 
other senses, to gain access to information 
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Perkins School for the Blind: http://www.perkinselearning.org/scout/learning-media-
assessment-lma 
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Koenig & Holbrook, Learning Media Assessment of Students with Visual Impairments 

Sample Forms 
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http://www.pattan.net/category/Resources/Handouts/Browse/Single/?id=53dfb07f8b 
03328a238b456e 

PaTTAN Information about 
Functional Vision and 
Learning Media Assessments 
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PROTOCOL FOR 
ACCOMODATIONS IN 
READING (PAR) 
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Protocol for Accommodations in 
Reading (PAR and uPAR) 

 A formative assessment tool that can be used 
with any student who is struggling with reading 
 PAR: Free, downloadable 

 uPAR: Online version 

 Intended to help educators make informed 
decisions about reading accommodations 

NOT a test of reading abilities 

 Builds on present levels of performance on 
standardized reading evaluations to compare 
the effectiveness of reading accommodations 
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Protocol for Accommodations in Reading, Jan. 4, 2015, Denise C. DeCoste, Ed.D, presenter 

Protocol for Accommodations in 
Reading (PAR and uPAR) 

 Tool used to determine a student’s optimal 
reading accommodation 

Optimal reading method is determined through 
the student’s ability to answer related 
comprehension questions 

Why use PAR? 

 When it is unclear what reading 
accommodation works best for a student 
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Protocol for Accommodations in Reading, Jan. 4, 2015, Denise C. DeCoste, Ed.D, presenter 

How Does the Tool Work? 

Reading material is 
offered through 
 Student read aloud 

 Adult Reader 

 Text-reader 

 Open ended 
questions 

Reading material is 
offered through 
 Silent reading 

 uPAR: prerecorded 
human audio 

 Text-reader 

 Multiple choice 
questions 
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PAR uPAR 

Protocol for Accommodations in Reading, Jan. 4, 2015, Denise C. DeCoste, Ed.D, presenter 
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PAR and uPAR: 
http://donjohnston.com/par/ 
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PAR and uPAR: 
http://donjohnston.com/par/ 

QUALITY INDICATORS FOR 
ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY 
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Quality Indicators for 
Assistive Technology Services (QIAT) 

Nationwide grassworks group 

Members provide input into the process of 
identifying, disseminating, and implementing 
Quality Indicators for AT services in school 
settings 

QIAT website provides gateway to numerous 
resources 
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QIAT website: http://www.qiat.org/resources.html 
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QIAT Resources for AT Assessment 
and Consideration 
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QIAT website: http://www.qiat.org/resources.html 

• Guiding Document for 
Assessment of AT 

• AT Assessment Process 
Planner 

• AT Consideration Guide 

QIAT Resources for AT Assessment 
and Consideration 
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QIAT website: http://www.qiat.org/resources.html 

SETT FRAMEWORK 
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The SETT Framework: 
Student, Environments, Tasks, Tools 

An AT Consideration Model 

Guides decisions about AT tools, supports, 
services, and training 

Requires a collaborative team approach 

Builds shared knowledge about a student 

Helps teams consider the whole child 

40 

SETT Framework, http://www.joyzabala.com/ 
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The SETT Framework’s Premise 

Built on a premise that teams must gather 
information about: 
 The abilities and needs of the student 

 The customary environments in which the 
student spends his or her time 

 The tasks that are required for the student to be 
an active participant in the teaching/learning 
process 

 The tools, services, and strategies that will 
enable the student to make progress toward IEP 
goals 

41SETT Framework, http://www.joyzabala.com/ 

The SETT Framework and AEM 

 Does the STUDENT need instructional materials in 
specialized formats to access the curriculum and 
receive a free, appropriate, public education? 

 In which ENVIRONMENTS will specialized materials 
be used? 

 For which TASKS will the student require materials 
in which specialized format(s)? 

 What are the features of the TOOLS that can help 
improve access, performance, or independence? 
 What services, supports, and strategies are needed 

to help the student succeed? 

42SETT Framework, http://www.joyzabala.com/ 

SETT – Gathering Data 
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SETT -
Documenting Answers to Questions 

44 
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SETT Forms 

Data gathering 

Consideration of AT needs 
SETT Forms: 
http://www.joyzabala.com/Documents.html 
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SETT Forms 

Identifying tools 

SETT Forms: 
http://www.joyzabala.com/Documents.html 

Prioritizing tools 
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SETT Forms 

Implementation and 
Evaluation 

SETT Forms: 
http://www.joyzabala.com/Documents.html 

Use the Tools and Resources 
Available to You 
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PA’s AIM Guidelines 

PAR 

FVA & LMA 

SETT 

AIM Explorer 

AEM Navigator 

QIAT 
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Action Plan for Session 5 

Explore 3 of the following tools/resources: 

 PA’s AIM Guidelines 

 AIM Explorer 

 AEM Navigator 

 LMA and FVA 

 QIAT 

 PAR 

 SETT Framework 

49 

Join us for Bookshare Webinar 6 References
March 29, 2016 

 DeCoste, Denise. (January 4, 2015). Protocol for Accommodations in 
Reading. Retrieved March 9, 2016, from 
http://www.slideshare.net/amygarrett/par-intro-pdf. 

 Learn how students can utilize  Don Johnston Company. (n.d.). Protocol in Accommodations for 
Reading (PAR print version). Retrieved March 9, 2016, from audio-assisted reading to access 
http://donjohnston.com/par/. 

curricular content and gain needed  Low Vision Online. (n.d.). Functional Vision Assessment. Retrieved 
March 9, 2016, from information using Bookshare books. 	 http://www.lowvisiononline.unimelb.edu.au/Function/index.htm. 

 Narvol, K. B. (Contributor) (2016). Bookshare Train the Trainer 
[PowerPoint slides]. Retrieved from 
http://workshops.perkinselearning.org/. Used with permission from 
Bookshare.org and Perkins eLearning.org. 

51		 52 

13 

50 



 

 

 
 

 

  

 

  

 

 

   
  

  

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

References 

 National Center on Accessible Educational Materials. (n.d.). AEM 
Navigator. Retrieved March 8, 2016, from 
http://aem.cast.org/navigating/aem-navigator.html#.Vt-I9xjwRJ9. 

 National Center on Accessible Educational Materials. (n.d.). AIM 
Explorer. Retrieved March 8, 2016, from 
http://aem.cast.org/navigating/aim-explorer.html#.VuCTxhjwRJ8. 

 Pathways to Literacy. (n.d.). Learning Media Assessment. Retrieved 
March 8, 2016, from http://www.pathstoliteracy.org/learning-media-
assessment. 

 PA Training and Technical Assistance Network. (August 4, 2014). 
Learning Media Assessment for Students with Visual Impairments and 
Complex Instructional Needs. Retrieved March 9, 2016, from 
http://www.pattan.net/category/Resources/Handouts/Browse/Single/?i 
d=53dfb07f8b03328a238b456e. 

53 

References 

 PA Training and Technical Assistance Network. (July 23, 2012). 
Pennsylvania’s Guidelines for the Provision of Accessible Instructional 
Materials. Retrieved March 8, 2016, from 
http://www.pattan.net/category/Resources/PaTTAN+Publications/Bro 
wse/Single/?id=500d52748b0332bc21000266. 

 Perkins School for the Blind. (n.d.). Functional Vision Assessment 
Forms. Retrieved March 9, 2016, from 
http://www.perkinselearning.org/scout/functional-vision-assessment-
fva#Functional%20Vision%20Assessment%20Forms. 

 Quality Indicators for Assistive Technology. (May 7, 2015). Guiding 
Document for Assessment of AT, AT Assessment Process Planner, 
and AT Consideration Guide. Retrieved March 9, 2016, from 
http://www.qiat.org/resources.html. 

54 

References 

 Texas School for the Blind and Visually Impaired. (n.d.). Learning 
Media Assessment of Students with Visual Impairments: A Resource 
Guide. Retrieved March 9, 2016, from 
http://www.tsbvi.edu/store/ecom/index.php?action=ecom.pdetails&mo 
de=Learning_Media_Assessment. 

 Zabala, Joy. (2016). SETT Scaffolding for Consideration of AT Needs. 
Retrieved March 8, 2016, from 
http://www.joyzabala.com/Documents.html. 

 Zabala, Joy. (2016). SETT Scaffolding for Data Gathering. Retrieved 
March 8, 2016, from http://www.joyzabala.com/Documents.html. 

 Zabala, Joy. (2016). SETT Scaffolding for Tool Selection. Retrieved 
March 8, 2016, from http://www.joyzabala.com/Documents.html. 

 Zabala, Joy. (2016). SETT Scaffolding for Implementation and 
Evaluation of Effectiveness Planning. Retrieved March 8, 2016, from 
http://www.joyzabala.com/Documents.html. 

55 

14 

http://www.joyzabala.com/Documents.html
http://www.joyzabala.com/Documents.html
http://www.joyzabala.com/Documents.html
http://www.joyzabala.com/Documents.html
http://www.tsbvi.edu/store/ecom/index.php?action=ecom.pdetails&mo
http://www.qiat.org/resources.html
http://www.perkinselearning.org/scout/functional-vision-assessment
http://www.pattan.net/category/Resources/PaTTAN+Publications/Bro
http://www.pattan.net/category/Resources/Handouts/Browse/Single/?i
http://www.pathstoliteracy.org/learning-media
http://aem.cast.org/navigating/aim-explorer.html#.VuCTxhjwRJ8
http://aem.cast.org/navigating/aem-navigator.html#.Vt-I9xjwRJ9

