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Federal Recommendations (pp. 20-29) 

•	 Use a strength based approach that 
embraces diversity. 

•	 Partner with families. 

•	 Identify and implement a plan for how 
languages will be used in the classroom 
to provide a rich language environment. 

 Establish a culturally 
responsive learning environment. 

 Ensure the workforce has competencies to 
support DLLs. 

 Ensure that screenings and assessments 
are appropriate. 

 Ensure the curriculum is appropriate. 
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 Promote positive teacher‐child or 
provider‐child relationships. 

 Support monolingual staff in serving 
children who are DLLs. 

 Accurately identify and serve children with 
disabilities who are DLLs. 

 Facilitate smooth transitions within and 
across programs. 

OHS Definition of Dual Language Learners 

“Children who are Dual Language Learners 
acquire two or more languages 
simultaneously, and learn a second language 
while continuing to develop their first 
language. The term "dual language learners" 
encompasses other terms frequently used, 
such as Limited English Proficient (LEP), 
bilingual, English language learners (ELL), 
English learners, and children who speak a 
Language Other Than English (LOTE).” 
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Goals for Young ELLs/DLLs 
• To help them learn content in their 
home language 

• To help them learn English 

• To explain connections between 
home language and English 

• To support more oral language 
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Planning the Classroom 

Environment
 

Space and routines provide scaffolding for language 
and learning. 

• When each activity happens in a particular place, 
the environment gives cues to language learners 
about what to do and how to behave in that area. 
(Barone & Xu, 2008) 

•When background noise is too loud, bilingual people 
have trouble distinguishing speech sounds in their 
new language. 

Lugo-Neris, Jackson, & Goldstein 
LANGUAGE, SPEECH, AND HEARING SERVICES 314 IN SCHOOLS • Vol. 

41 • 314–327 • July 2010 

“Vocabulary bridging to the child’s strongest 
language is a promising strategy to teach 
novel words to DLLs. …teachers may 
enhance vocabulary instruction by 
embedding repeated exposures to word 
definitions within meaningful contexts. Also, 
… explaining new English words by providing 
semantic features and definitions in 
Spanish.” 
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Now let’s examine the reasons for 
supporting home languages for all: 

 Academic/Cognitive advantages 
 Identity/Self-Esteem 
 Family Strength 
 Social Status & Relationships 

“Teacher’s interactions that best 
encourage language learning include 
having conversations that stay on a 
single topic, providing children 
opportunities to talk, encouraging 
analytical thinking, and giving 
information about the meanings of 
words.” 

Shanahan and Lonigan, 2012 
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“One preschool teacher behavior that 
predicted children’s growth was the 
frequency of sophisticated vocabulary 
use during informal conversations (…). It 
predicted children’s kindergarten 
vocabulary, which correlated with fourth 
grade word reading.” 

Dickinson and Porche, 2011 
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What do we know about phonological 
awareness?: 

 Ability with sounds in L1 is related to 
literacy in L1 AND L2 

 Learning chunks of sounds is easier than 
learning individual sounds 

 Syllables then chunks then letter sounds 

 Accuracy in speaking leads to better PA 

 Rhyming is NOT the best strategy for DLLs 

What do we know about phonological 
awareness?: 
 Writing practice helps PA 

 Direct instruction plus practice during 

play
 

 Focus on what’s meaningful to each 

child – how will they use it?
 

 Small groups are best for DLLs 

 Check for progress – one step at a time 

 Focus – don’t do too much 
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Technology to Support Diverse Languages 

•	 Open-ended – support creativity and 
expression 
•	 Builds understanding – not just 


memorizing
 

•	 Opportunity for pairs or small group 
work 
•	 Available in more than one language 

CASTLE© 

6 key strategies for adapting any 
preschool curriculum: 

 Choose key words 
 Adapt all areas 
 Supplies and stuff 
 Taking time 
 Links to real life 
 Engage, emote, express 
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