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Bookshare: 
Providing Accessible Materials to Students with 

Print Disabilities 

Welcome to Session 1 
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Today’s presenter: 

Karen Narvol 
Independent assistive technology consultant 
and trainer 
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OVERVIEW OF BOOKSHARE 

Session 1 
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Big Ideas for Today 

What is Bookshare? 

How is Bookshare a source of accessible 
educational materials (AEM)? 

What is available in Bookshare’s library? 

Who is eligible for Bookshare books? 

What types of memberships are available? 

How can a school/district sign up? 

How can educators sign up qualified 
students for individual memberships? 
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What is Bookshare®? 

Online library of accessible educational 
media for readers with print disabilities 

 10-year initiative of Benetech 

 More than 307,500 Student Members 

 More than 10,000 schools and other 

organizations
 

 More than 386,000 titles 

 More than 1,000 new books added every month 
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What Bookshare Offers
 

 Accessible digital
books for individuals 
with print disabilities 

 FREE memberships
for qualified U.S. 
students through
OSEP award 

 FREE assistive 
technology software 

 24/7 access to books 
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Possibilities Abound with Bookshare 

7 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S71aGLIaYuc 

What are Accessible Educational 
Materials (AEM) 
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AEM (accessible educational materials) are 
materials that are designed or converted in a 
way that makes them usable across the 
widest range of student variability in any 
format (print, digital, graphical, audio, video) 

National Center on Accessible Educational Materials: 
http://aem.cast.org/about#.VS_rhGbbrdU 
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Specialized Formats 

Braille Audio Large Print Digital Text 

Section 300. 172, Final Regulations of IDEA 2004 

PA’s AIM Guidelines 
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http://www.pattan.net/category/Resources/PaTTAN+Publications/ 
Browse/Single/?id=500d52748b0332bc21000266 
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Bookshare is a Source of AEM 
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 Bookshare operates under an exception to U.S. 
copyright law which allows copyrighted digital 
books to be made available to people with 
qualifying disabilities. 

 The law states that it is not an infringement of 
copyright for an authorized entity 
(e.g., Bookshare) to reproduce or to distribute 
copies of materials if they are reproduced or 
distributed in specialized formats exclusively for 
use by blind or other persons with disabilities. 

How does Bookshare have Access to  
Copyrighted Books? 
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Bookshare’s Website 
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Helpful Tabs 

DEMONSTRATION – 
BOOKSHARE’S WEBSITE 
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 Access to AEM/AIM in a 
timely manner 

 Equalize educational 
opportunities 

 Help students with print 
disabilities keep up with 
classmates 

 Encourage them to read 
and study independently 

 Reduce costs of support 
for students with special 
needs 

I get it! At last! 

How Does Bookshare Help? 
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QUALIFICATIONS 

16 

8 



 

 
  

   
 

 

  
  

 

 
  

 
 

 

  
  

 
  

  
 

 

   
 

  
 

 

 
 

    
   

Who Qualifies for Specialized Formats? 

 Under the Copyright Act as Amended (also referred 
to as the “Chafee Amendment”), students with 
print disabilities are those who have been certified by 
a competent authority as unable to read print 
materials because of: 

• Blindness 

• A visual impairment 

• Physical limitations 

• Reading disability resulting from organic 
dysfunction 

National Library Service Eligibility: http://www.loc.gov/nls/sec701.html 

Eligible Students
https://www.bookshare.org/cms/bookshare-me/who-qualifies 

Disability Qualified/Not Qualified 
Examples of Competent 

Authorities 

Visual Impairment (VI) 
Blindness / Low vision 

Qualified, if confirmed by a 
listed Competent Authority 

A family doctor or other medical 
professional, physical therapist, 
resource specialist, Special Education 
teacher 

Physical Disability (PD) 

Qualified, if confirmed by a listed 
Competent Authority that the disability 
significantly affects the use of printed 
materials 

Learning Disability (LD) 

Reading Disability 

Qualified, if confirmed by a listed 
Competent Authority, that the disability 
has a physical basis and significantly 
affects the use of print 

Autism 
Emotional disabilities 
ADHD Examples listed above 

ESL and ELL 

Record of 
disability kept 

at school! 

A family doctor, ophthalmologist, 
optometrist, Teacher of the Visually 
Impaired, Special Education teacher; 
Certification from the National Library 
Service for the Blind and Physically 
Handicapped in the U.S. or similar 
national body in other countries 

A neurologist, psychiatrist, learning 
disability specialist, Special Education 
teacher, school psychologist, or 
clinical psychologist with a background 
in learning disabilities 

Not qualified under this diagnosis, 
unless accompanied by a qualifying 
visual, physical, learning or reading 
disability as certified by a Competent 
Authority as above 
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https://www.bookshare.org/cms/bookshare-me/who-qualifies


SIGNING UP FOR BOOKSHARE 
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Two Membership Options 

Individual 
Membership 

• Access Bookshare at 
Home 

• Student downloads 
for herself / himself.
Download books, 
except NIMAC
textbooks 

• Students under 18 
need permission from
parent/legal guardian 

Organizational
Membership 

• Access Bookshare at 
School 

• Teacher downloads 
on behalf of qualified
U.S. student - Free 
through OSEP award 

• Download all books, 
including NIMAC
textbooks (if qualified
student has an IEP) 
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Sign Up for an 
Organizational Membership 
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Choose a Membership Type 

22 
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https://www.bookshare.org/signUpOrganization 

Sign Up Today> Choose a Membership Type: Organization 

Organizational Membership 
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Primary Contact signs up 
the organization 

Organizational Membership 
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Enter Primary Contact information 
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Organizational Membership 
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Primary Contact agrees to 
Bookshare’s terms 

Books for readers with “Qualified” print 
disabilities only 

Print disability, legal definition 

Book file sharing not allowed 

Consequences of copyright violation 

Sponsors – No Login Sharing! 

Terms of Organizational Agreement: 
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Organizational Membership 
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Primary Contact prints, signs, 
and returns Organizational 
Membership Agreement 

Go to My Bookshare 

Organizational Membership 
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My Bookshare 
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Organization’s Primary Contact 

 Responsible for overall account management 

 Point of contact for the organization 

 Agree to terms 

 Designate one or more Sponsors 

Primary Contacts: 

Teacher, VI teacher, Special Education teacher, Special Education Director, 
Itinerant teacher, AT Specialist, Resource Specialist 
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Download books for students (members) 

Agree to terms 

Maintain their rosters 

Encourage Individual memberships 

Sponsors examples: 

Teacher, VI teacher, Special Education teacher, Special Education Director, 
Itinerant teacher, AT Specialist, Resource Specialist, Librarian, Counselor, 
Administrative Assistant 

Sponsors (Educators) 
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Download books 

Read Bookshare books using multiple formats, 
multiple software programs, and multiple devices 

Members (Students) 
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Log in to Bookshare 
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 Forget your password? 
 Use link 

 Watch for email 

with new reset link 

 Check SPAM folder 

 If emails blocked, contact Bookshare 
https://www.bookshare.org/contactUs 

 Don’t share! 

 If you don’t have a log-in, use Demo 
Account: 
Email: orgdemo@bookshare.org 

Password: demo480 

Can’t Find or Remember Your Password? 
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Member Roster 

34 
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DEMONSTRATION: 
ADDING MEMBERS 
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Benefits: 
 Download books and install free reading tools on 

home computer 

 Build reading skills and independence year-round 

 Can easily transition to postsecondary education 
and adulthood 

 Easy to sign-up or connect an existing membership 

 FREE for all students who qualify at school, sign 
them up! 

Individual Membership 
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Request a New Individual Membership or Add an 
Existing Membership to Organizational Account 
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Request a New Individual Membership or Add an 
Existing Membership to Organizational Account 
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Option 1 

Option 2 
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DEMONSTRATION: 
REQUEST NEW INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP, 
ADD EXISTING IM TO OM 
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BOOKSHARE’S LIBRARY 

40 

20 



  

 

  

 Textbooks 
 More than 4,200 NIMAC textbooks with images 
 More than 7,000 non-NIMAC textbooks 
 Contributions from universities and schools 

 Teacher-Recommended Reading 
 Special Collections 

 New York Times Best Sellers 
 Newbery Winners 
 Caldecott Winners 
 Young Reader’s Choice 
 Spanish books 

 Newspapers and magazines 
 Available through partnership with NFB Newsline 
 270 national and regional newspapers and magazines 

What is Available in the 
Bookshare Library? 
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Browse by…. 

Author 
Subject Category 
Language 
New Books 
Most Popular Downloads 
NIMAC Books 
Special Collections 
Newspapers / Magazines 
Grade Level 
Demo Books 

Search by 
Title, Author, or ISBN 

Search or Browse 
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Advanced Search 
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Search Results 
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https://www.bookshare.org/cms/help-
center/search?search_api_views_fulltext=search+tips 

Search Tips 

DEMONSTRATION – 
BROWSE AND SEARCH 
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Action Plan for Session 1 

 Find out if your school district/school has an 
Organizational Membership 

 If not, designate a Primary Contact (PC) 

 PC signs up school/district/IU for an Org Membership 

 Identify qualified Members 

 Add Sponsors and qualified Members to the 
organizational account 

 Sponsors sign up qualified students for Individual 
Memberships 

 Determine appropriate specialized formats, reading 
tools, and books for downloading 

45 

46 

23 



Join us for Bookshare Webinar 2 
January 21, 2016 

Topics to be covered: 

 Bookshare’s specialized formats 

 Downloading, saving, and extracting 
Bookshare files 

 Options for reading Bookshare books 
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