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Main Idea Sentence 

Name:____________________________ Date:__________ 

Detail 1 Detail 2 

Detail 3 Detail 4 

Main Idea Sentence 
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Gist Log 

Name:____________________________ Date:__________ 

1. Who or what is the paragraph mostly about? 

2. What is the most important thing about the who or what? 

3. Write the gist/main idea in a complete sentence. 



• Read a paragraph. 
– Read the paragraph silently. As you read, be sure to think 

about what the words mean. 
• Ask yourself, “What were the main ideas and

details of this paragraph?”
– Ask, “What are the main ideas and details?” This question

helps you think about what you just read. To help you, you
may need to look quickly back over the paragraph and find
the main idea and the details that are related to this 
paragraph. 

• Put the main idea and details in your own
words. 

– Now put the main idea and details in your own words.
When you put the information in your own words, it helps 
you remember the information. Try to give at least two 
details related to the main idea. 

RAP Strategy 

Main Idea: 
In Your Own Words 

 Must contain a complete thought 
 Subject 
 Verb 

 Must be totally accurate 
 Must have new information 
 Must make sense 
 Must contain only useful information 
 Must be in your own words 
 Only one general statement per paragraph is 

allowed 
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Summarization Log 

Name:____________________________ Date:__________ 

1. Identify 3 or 4 important ideas from the entire passage: 

2. Write a summary for the entire passage (10 words or less): 

3. Generate 3 questions about the important ideas (Use who, what, 
when, where, why, and how): 

4. Create 1 question about the passage that might be on a test: 



Summarization 
Prompt Card 

1. Does your summary give ONLY important 
information and key ideas? 

[   ] Yes [   ] No 
2. Is your summary brief? 

[ ] Yes [  ] No 
3. Does your summary tell the main idea? 

[ ] Yes [  ] No 
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3-2-1 

Name:____________________________ Date:__________ 

3 Things you learned (main ideas): 

2 Interesting things (details): 

1 Question you still have: 
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___________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________ 

Reading Summary 

Name:____________________________ Date:__________ 

Today’s reading_______________________________________ 

____________. One key idea was _______________________ 

_______. This is important because______________________ 

________________________. Another key idea is _________ 

________________. This matters because_________________ 

_______________________. In sum, today’s lesson_________ 

__________________________________________________. 
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Summary Rubric 

4 3 

• Clear main idea in first 
sentence 

• All important ideas are 
included 

• Details are in logical order 
• Ideas are connected to make 

the writing flow 
• Author restates the main idea 

again as a conclusion without 
writing it the same as in the 
first sentence 

2 
• Main idea is unclear – not 

specifically stated in the 
writing 

• Some critical information is 
missing 

• Ideas are in a random order 
and not logical 

• Restated main idea is not in 
this piece of writing 

• Clear main idea in the first 
sentence 

• Important details are 
included but some might be 
missing 

• Ideas are in logical order 
• Restated main idea doesn’t 

differ from the first sentence 

1 
• The main idea is not present 

in the first sentence 
• Contains only some details 
• Ideas are not in logical order 
• Missing a concluding 

sentence with a restated 
main idea 

Unacceptable or no response. 0 



Question Asking and 
Answering 
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What?Where? 
When? 

Who? 

Why? 
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Expository Cards 

Expository text explains information or tells about a topic. Cue cards can be 
used during teacher read alouds. Later, as students begin to read 
independently or with a partner, they can use the cards to help them 
understand expository texts. Students orally respond to the questions. 

Set 1 (Green Cards) - Use before reading. 

• Before reading a text, place the green cards in a pocket chart. 
(Students place them on their desks.) 

• Touch each green card, read it, and ask students to respond. 

• Remove the green cards, and place the yellow cards in the pocket 
chart. (Students place them on their desks.) 

Set 2 (Yellow Cards) - Use while reading. 

• Begin reading the expository text. 

• Periodically, stop. Touch each yellow card, read it, and ask 
students to respond. 

Set 3 (Red Cards) — Use after reading the entire selection. 

• Collect the yellow cards and lay out the red cards in the pocket 
chart. 

• Touch each red card, read it, and ask students to respond. 



KOLI1UUUI 

Expository Cards Discussion 

Green Cards 

Card 1 - What does the title tell me? 

Card 2 — What do I already know about the topic? 

Card 3- What do the pictures tell me? 

Card 4 — What do I want to learn about.. . ? 

Yellow Cards 

Card 5 — Does this make sense? 
Periodically stop and ask if the text is making sense. 
If the text does not make sense, reread. 
Initially, stop reading after each page. 
Eventually, increase the amount read before stopping. 

Card 6 — What have I learned so far? 
Summarize what's been learned from the text. 

Card 7 - What questions do I still have? 

Red Cards 

Card 8 — What new words did I learn? 
State a brief definition for unfamiliar words. 

Card 9 — What was this mainly about? 
State the main idea(s). 

Card 10- What did I learn? 

Card 11 — What else do I want to know about. .. ? 
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Prediction Log 

Title:______________________________________________ 

Predictions based on the topic: 

Predictions based on skimming information such as the title, pictures, etc: 

Predictions after reading the first part of the text: Pages _______ to _______. 

Predictions after reading the second part of the text: Pages ______to_______. 

Predictions after reading the third part of the text: Pages _______ to ______. 
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3-2-1 

Name:____________________________ Date:__________ 

3 Things you learned (main ideas): 

2 Interesting things (details): 

1 Question you still have: 



 

 

 
 

  
 

  
  

  
   

 

 
  

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

    

 
 

    

 
 

    

 
 

    

 
 

    

 
 

    

      

    

 

  

5W’s + H 
Answering Questions 

3 
Answer displays 
total knowledge 

of the text 

2 
Answer displays 

partial 
knowledge of 

the text 

1 
Answer does not 

reflect any 
knowledge of 

the text 

0 
No response/Did 
not answer the 

question 

Who? 

Where? 

When? 

What? 

Why? 

How? 

Column Totals 

Overall Total (_______/18) 



 

  
 

  
 

  
 

 
 

  
 

 

 
 
 

  
 

 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 

 
 

  

 

 

  

 
   
  

 
 

     

 
 

     

 
 

     

 
 

     

 
 

     

 
 

     

 
 

     

     

 

  

5W’s + H 
Answering Questions 

4 
Answers are 

comprehensive, 
accurate and 

complete. Key 
ideas are clearly 

stated, 
explained and 

well supported. 

3 
Answers are 
accurate and 

complete. 
Key points 
are stated 

and 
supported. 

2 
Answers are 

not 
comprehensive 
or completely 

stated. Key 
points are 

addressed, but 
not well 

supported. 

1 
Answers are 

partial or 
incomplete. 

Key points are 
not clear. 

Questions not 
adequately 
answered. 

0 
Did not answer 
the question. 

Who? 

Where? 

When? 

What? 

Why? 

How? 

Column 
Totals 

Overall Total (_______/24) 



  
 

  
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
  

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

   
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

  

5W’s 
Answering Questions 

4 3 2 1 0 

Who? All main 
characters/people 
(who) are identified 
by name without 
help. Provides 
details about the 
who. 

Is able to 
identify the 
who with little 
or no help. 
Some details 
are included 
when 
describing the 
who. 

Maybe have to 
ask more direct 
questions to get 
the answer. Little 
or no details are 
included in the 
answer. 

Unable to 
identify the who. 
The answer 
might not make 
sense. Answers 
are incorrect. 

No response/Did 
not answer the 
question. 

Where? Can describe the 
setting without 
help. Details are 
also included. 

Can describe 
the setting with 
little or no help. 
Some details 
are included. 

May have to ask 
more direct 
questions to get 
the answer. Little 
or no details are 
included in the 
answers. 

Unable to 
identify the 
setting. The 
answer might 
not make sense. 
Answers are 
incorrect. 

No response/Did 
not answer the 
question. 

When? Can identify when 
the events take 
place without help. 
Most, if not all 
details are included. 

Is able to 
identify when 
the event is 
taking place 
with little or no 
help. Many 
details are 
included, but 
not all. 

May have to ask 
more direct 
questions to get 
the answer. Little 
or no details are 
included in the 
answer. 

Unable to 
identify when 
the event is 
taking place. The 
answer might 
not make sense. 
Answers are 
incorrect. 

No response/Did 
not answer the 
question. 

What? Can recall detail 
without help. Many 
details included. 

Can describe 
details with 
little help. 
Some details 
are included. 

May have to ask 
more direct 
questions to get 
the answer. Little 
to no details are 
included in the 
answer. 

Unable to 
identify specific 
details. The 
answer might 
not make sense. 
Answers are 
incorrect. 

No response/Did 
not answer the 
question. 

Why? The question is 
answered correctly 
without help. 

Can answer the 
question with 
little or no help. 
Gives correct 
responses, but 
the responses 
could use more 
detail. 

May have to ask 
more questions to 
get the answer. 
Little to no details 
are included in 
the answer. 

Unable to 
identify specific 
details. The 
answer might 
not make sense. 
Answers are 
incorrect. 

No response/Did 
not answer the 
question. 



 
 

  
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
  

 

   
 

 
 

    

 
 

    

 
 

    

 
 

    

 
 

    

 
 

    

      

    

  

5W’s + H 
Asking Questions 

Asks Questions 
Before Reading 

(1 point) 

Asks Questions 
During Reading 

(1 point) 

Asks Questions 
After Reading 

(1 point) 

Did Not Ask 
Questions 

Who? 

Where? 

When? 

What? 

Why? 

How? 

Column Totals 

Overall Total 



 
  

  
 

  
  

 
 

 
 

 

  
 

   

  
 

   

  

 

   

    
   

   

  

  
 

   

   
 

   

 
 

   

  

   
 

   

  
  

   

      

    
 

 

   

     

   

  

Informational Text 
Asking Questions 

Fully 
(2 point) 

Partially 
(1 point) 

Not at All 
(0 points) 

Asks Questions Before Reading 

What does the title 
tell me? 

What do the pictures 
tell me? 

What do I already 
know about the 
topic? 

What do I want to 
learn about _______. 

Asks Questions During Reading 

Does the test make 
sense? 

What have I learned 
so far? 

What questions do I 
still have? 

Asks Questions After Reading 

What new words did I 
learn? 

What was the text 
mainly about? 

What did I learn? 

What else do I want 
to know about 
_______? 

Column Totals 

Overall Total 



 

 

  
  

 

 

 

 

  
 

  

  

  

  
 

 

  
 

 
 

  

  

  

 

 
  

  

  

  

  

 

 
  

  

  

  

 
 

 
 

 
  

 

 

  

Asking Questions 

Asks 
Questions 

4 
Asks questions 
that would likely 
encourage a 
response that is: 

 Pertinent 

 Comprehensive 

 Engaging 

3 
Asks 
questions that 
would likely 
encourage a 
response that 
is: 

 Focused 

 Detailed 

 Interesting 

2 
Asks 
questions 
that would 
likely 
encourage a 
response 
that is: 

 On-topic 

 Sufficient 

 Ordinary 

1 
Asks 
questions 
that would 
likely 
encourage a 
response 
that is: 

 Irrelevant 

 Sketchy 

 Minimally 
Engaging 

0 
No score 
awarded. 
Insufficient 
evidence to 
evaluate 
performance. 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

     

  
   

 

 
 

 
 

  
  

  

   
 

  
  

 

  

Inference Making 

4 3 2 1 0 

Makes inference 
and elaborates 
on text support 

Makes inference 
and provides 

adequate 
support from 
text to justify 

answer 

Makes inference 
and provides 

some support to 
justify answer 

Makes inference 
but provides no 

support 

Unable to make 
an inference 



 
  

 

     

 
  

   

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

  
  

 
   

 

  
 

 

  

Making Predictions 

4 3 2 1 0 

Makes prediction 
and elaborates 
on text support 

Makes prediction 
and provides 

adequate 
support from 
text to justify 

answer 

Makes prediction 
and provides 

some support to 
justify answer 

Makes prediction 
but provides no 

support 

Unable to make 
a prediction 



 
 

 

 
 

       
      

     
         

   

       
     

     

  

 

  

Predicting 

4 The response is complete. The prediction is logical, sequenced, and indicates an excellent 
understanding of the character and story events. 

3 The response is partial. The prediction is reasonable and indicates a fairly good 
understanding of the story. The response is connected to a part of the story and does not 
take some events into account. 

2 The response is fragmentary. The prediction is barely connected to the story and may be 
illogical. It indicates minimal understanding of the story’s events and characters. 

1 The response is illogical. The prediction indicates serious misunderstanding of the story. 

0 No response. 



 
  

 

 
 

   

       

           

      

  

     

         
   

     

        
 

      

            

            

    

      

      

   

 

  

Making Predictions 

4  Uses all available information to make accurate predictions. 

 Includes only relevant text features to support prediction making. 

 Uses two or more text features in addition to relevant background knowledge. 

 The Confirmation/Prove Statement is an accurate statement. 

 Explains how predicting improves comprehension 

3  Prediction is specific; includes factual information for non-narrative. 

 Prediction is consistent with the text content and clearly based on specific text features 
mentioned in explanation. 

 Explains how prediction was determined using specific text features. 

 Prediction is enhanced/adjusted through use of specific text content and aides 
comprehension. 

 The Confirmation/Prove Statement is an accurate statement. 

2  Prediction is consistent with text content, at least one text feature used to support it. 

 Prediction is enhanced/adjusted very little or not at all through the use of text content. 

 The Confirmation/Prove Statement is inaccurate. 

1  Attempts to make prediction; it is not substantiated/supported. 

 Prediction attempt is not consistent with the text. 

0  No response. 



  
     

 

       
          
           
            
           
            
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

      
 

 
 

 
 

 

          
 

 
 

 
 

 

      
 

 
 

 
 

 

   
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

   

 

 

  

Question Answer Relationships (QAR) Rubric 

1. The student accurately identifies each of the four question types: 

Right There 
Think and Search 
On my Own 
Author and Me 

_________ 
_________ 
_________ 
_________ 

(1 point each) 

2. The student’s responses demonstrate a close, careful reading. 
_________ 

(4 points) 

3. The student makes appropriate links to the text for In the Book questions. 
_________ 

(4 points) 

4. The student makes appropriate connections for In my Head questions. 
_________ 

(4 points) 

5. The student demonstrates reflective reading habits during class 
discussions. _________ 

(4 points) 

TOTAL 
(maximum of 20) 



 
   

    
 

 
 

          
          

 

           
    

 

            
  

          
 

 

          
  

          
 

          

            
    

   

 

Question Answer Relationships (QAR) and 
Questioning the Author Rubric 

4  Your answers are thoughtful and detailed. You really understand what you’ve read and 
show that you have understood the message the author is trying to send through their 
book. 

 You’ve used the book to check your ideas and have added your own opinions and ideas 
to your questions, answers, and writing. 

3  Your answers are complete and you used the book to help you find the details needed to 
answer the questions. 

 Your answers need more information that shows your opinions and ideas about the 
author’s message. 

2  Your answers have some detail from the book, but you didn’t completely answer the 
questions. 

 Make sure you explain your ideas and that you answer every question that is asked. 

1  Answers are incomplete or do not show that you used the book to find the answers. 

 Make sure you use the book when answering the questions so you can check your ideas, 
stay on topic, and show what you’ve learned. 

0  No response. 




