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Bookshare: 
Providing Accessible Materials to Students with 

Print Disabilities 

Welcome to Session 7 
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Today’s presenter: 

Karen Narvol 
Independent assistive technology consultant 
and trainer 
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BOOKSHARE FOR LIFE LONG LEARNING: 
TRANSITION PLANNING 
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Big Ideas for Today 

The importance of Bookshare Individual Memberships 

Planning for transition 

Self-advocacy 

Bookshare resources 

Postsecondary supports and services 

Action Planning 
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Bookshare for a Lifetime: Individual Memberships 

Sign up qualified students for Individual Memberships 
 Can download books independently 

 Can request books and submit support requests independently 

 Memberships will follow them through adult life 

 Can build greater reading and overall independence 

Students going on to postsecondary education/training 
 Free Individual Membership while enrolled in an educational program 

 Renew membership yearly 

Students not going on to postsecondary education/training 
 Paid Individual Membership 

 $25 one-time sign-up fee; $50 per year fee 

 Renew membership yearly 
5 

Individual Membership Renewal 

Sponsors can renew student individual memberships from 
the organizational roster. 
 Log into the organizational account 

 Select the Members link 

 Select the Renew link found under the member’s Membership 
column 

 Complete the prompts to update the student’s information 

 Increment grade level 
 Place check marks next to students’ names 

 Select Increment Grade 
 This will also renew any accounts requiring renewal 

6 

3 



4/6/2016
 

Individual Membership Renewal 

Members can renew their own individual memberships 

For students in higher education/training programs 

 Log into Bookshare 

 Select the Update link at the top of the My Bookshare or 
My Account page 

 Update your school information and submit 
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Individual Membership Renewal 

 If a member is a non-student: 
 Log into Bookshare 

 Select the My Account link 

 Select the Subscription link 

 Choose the renew option below your subscription information 

 Enter payment information (VISA or Mastercard only) 

 Select the Preview Order button and then the Submit button 

Bookshare also accepts payment via check or money order 
 Benetech, ATTN: Bookshare Membership 

 480 California Ave., Suite 201 

 Palo Alto, CA 94306-1609 
8 

4 



  

4/6/2016
 

Individual Membership Renewal 
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https://www.bookshare.org/cms/help-center/account-status 

My Bookshare/My Account 

Change Personal Account Information 

Members can change personal information on Bookshare: 

 Log into your Bookshare account 

 Select the "My Account" link 

 Select the "My Information" link 

 Enter your Bookshare email address and password 

Modify the information as necessary 

 Select the "Save" button at the bottom of the page 
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Change Personal Account Information 
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My Bookshare/My Account/My Information 

Book Download Limits 

Members are allowed to download 100 books per 30 days 

Download limit is based on a 30-day cycle that starts on the 
day the member downloads his/her first book 

 Individuals wanting more may increase this default download 
limit by contacting Bookshare 

 https://www.bookshare.org/contactUs 
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Transition: 

From Grade to Grade or School to School
	

Responsibilities of PCs, Sponsors, and Team Members 
 Make sure student has Individual Membership 

 Keep organizational member roster updated 

 Increment Grade when student moves to new grade 

 Team (including parents) identifies the books that the student will 
need in the next school year 
 Request books from Bookshare early 

 Team identifies the assistive technology and reading tools that best 
meet the student’s needs 
 Communicate with new school staff, grade level teachers, and Sponsor 
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Transition: 

From Grade to Grade or School to School
	

Responsibilities of PCs, Sponsors, and Teachers 
 If school has its own organizational membership 
PC/Sponsor deletes member from current Bookshare school account 

if student moves to another school 

The PC/Sponsor of new school adds student to organizational 
account of that school 

Current Sponsor and teachers communicate with Sponsor and 
teachers at new school/grade about student’s use of Bookshare, 
assistive technology, and reading tools 
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Transition: 
From Grade to Grade or School to School 

Responsibilities of PCs and Sponsors 
 If the school is part of a district membership 
Current Sponsor removes student from his/her Quicklist 

New Sponsor adds student to his/her Quicklist 

Current Sponsor and teachers communicate with new Sponsor and 
teachers about student’s use of Bookshare, assistive technology, and 
reading tools 
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Update Member Roster 
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Transition: 

From School District to New School District
	

Responsibilities of PCs, Sponsors, and Teams 

Make sure student has Individual Membership 

 PC/Sponsor deletes member from current school account 
when student moves to another school district 

 New school district adds member to its organizational account 

 Team communicates with PC/Sponsor and teachers at new 
school district about student’s use of Bookshare, assistive 
technology, and reading tools 
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Transition: From High School to 

College/University/Career Training
	

Responsibilities of PCs, Sponsors, and Team Members 

 Transition plan is in place 

 Contact postsecondary education program to determine if 
it has a Bookshare organizational membership 

 Before graduating, determine 
The technology and supports the student will need 

The services needed from the college’s Office of Disability 
Services (ODS) 

 Student must keep his/her Individual Membership account 
status up to date 
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Transition: From School/Training to 

Employment and Community Living
	

Member account status will change 

 If no longer a student, notify Bookshare 
(membership@Bookshare.org) 

 Paid membership 
$25 one-time registration fee; $50 annual fee 

 If member becomes student again, notify Bookshare 
(membership@bookshare.org) 

 If member has no ability to pay for Individual Membership, 
contact Bookshare (membership@bookshare.org) 
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Self-Advocacy 
Before attending and while enrolled in college/career training 
 Communicate with the college’s Office of Disability Services 

(ODS) 

 Identify college textbooks and sources of AEM 

 Contact Bookshare or other sources of AEM to request books 

 Continue to identify needed assistive technology 

 Identify available programs and resources that can support you 
while in college 

 Communicate with college professors about your needs 

 Keep Individual Membership status up to date 
 Free membership while enrolled in educational program 

20 
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Self-Advocacy 

Employment and Community Living 
 Communicate with employer about your needs 

 Continue to identify needed assistive technology 

 Contact Bookshare to request books 

 Identify available programs and resources that can support you 

 Keep Individual Membership status up to date 
 Paid membership 
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Bookshare Resources 
Transition FAQs 

 https://www.bookshare.org/cms/help-
center/search?search_api_views_fulltext=transition 

Special Collections 

 Job Corps Curriculum List 

 Career Resources List 

 Student Resources 

Transition Category Blog Postings 

 http://blog.bookshare.org/category/transition/ 
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Bookshare Transition FAQs 
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https://www.bookshare.org/cms/help-center/search?search_api_views_fulltext=transition 

Bookshare Special Collections 
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https://www.bookshare.org/cms/special-collections 
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Bookshare Blog Postings - Transition 
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http://blog.bookshare.org/category/transition/ 

Resources Available in the Commonwealth 

 PaTTAN Secondary Transition 

 PA Secondary Transition Guide 

 Transition to Adult Living in Pennsylvania 

Career Education & Work Standards Toolkit 

 PA Career Zone 

 PA Department of Labor and Industry 
 Office of Vocational Rehabilitation 

 Bureau of Blindness and Visual Services 

 PaTTAN Assistive Technology Short Term Loan Library 

 Pennsylvania Initiative on Assistive Technology (PIAT) 

 Pennsylvania Assistive Technology Foundation (PATF) 
26 
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PaTTAN Secondary Transition 

27 

http://www.pattan.net/category/Education 
al+Initiatives/Secondary+Transition 

PA Secondary Transition Guide 
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http://www.secondarytransition.org/ 
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Transition to Adult Living in Pennsylvania 

29 

http://www.health.pa.gov/My%20Health/Infant%20and%20Childrens% 
20Health/Special%20Kids%20Network/Documents/The%20FINAL%2 
0Transition%20May%209%202013.pdf 

Career Education & Work Standards Toolkit 
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http://www.pacareerstandards.com/ 

15 



4/6/2016
 

PA Career Zone 
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https://www.pacareerzone.org/ 

PA Department of Labor and Industry 

32 

Office of Vocational Rehabilitation: 
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/community/ 
vocational_rehabilitation/10356 

Bureau of Blindness and Visual Services: 
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/community/blin 
dness_and_visual_services/10367 

http://www.dli.pa.gov 
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PaTTAN Assistive Technology Program 

33 

http://www.pattan.net/category/Resources/ 
Short%20Term%20Loan 

http://www.pattan.net/category/Educational%20Initiatives/ 
Assistive%20Technology 

PIAT and PATF 
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Pennsylvania Initiative on Assistive Technology: 
http://disabilities.temple.edu/programs/assistive/piat/ 

Pennsylvania Assistive Technology Foundation: 
https://patf.us/ 
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Other Resources 
LearningAlly 

AccessText Network 

TRIO 

AHEAD 

Job Accommodation Network (JAN) 

Federal Student Aid 

National Federation of the Blind (NFB) 

American Foundation for the Blind (AFB) 

Do-It University of Washington, Access College 

35 

LearningAlly 
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http://www.learningally.org/AboutUs.aspx 
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AccessText Network 

37 

https://www.accesstext.org/ 

Federal TRIO Programs 
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http://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ope/trio/index.html 
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AHEAD 

39 

https://www.ahead.org/students-parents 

Job Accommodation Network 

40 

https://askjan.org/ 
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Federal Student Aid 
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https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/ 

NFB and AFB 
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American Foundation for the Blind 
http://www.afb.org/info/living-with-vision-
loss/for-job-seekers/for-employers/transition-
services/1235 

National Federation of the Blind 
https://nfb.org/search/node/transition 
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Do-It, University of Washington: 
AccessCollege 

43 

http://www.washington.edu/doit/programs/access 
college/student-lounge/college 

DEMONSTRATION: READING BOOK IN 
BOOKSHARE WEB READER USING 
SNAP&READ AND BEELINE READER 

44 
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Bookshare Web Reader, Snap & Read, Beeline Reader 

45 

http://donjohnston.com/snap-read/ 

http://www.beelinereader.com/ 

Action Plan and Next Steps 

Think about how you might implement Bookshare 
with qualified students 

Use the Action Plan document to frame your planning 
strategy 

46 
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Action Planning 

Action Steps 

What will be done? 

Responsibilities 

Who will do it? 

Timeline 

 By when? 

 Day/month 

Resources 

 Resources available 

 Resources needed 

Potential Barriers 

Who may resist? 

Bookshare Integration 

 Signs of success 

47 

Action Plan Template 

48 
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Sample Action Plan 
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Sample Action Plan – page 2 
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Stay Connected with Bookshare 

Bookshare Mentor Teachers Program 

 Includes Bookshare Google Group 

 Sign up! https://www.bookshare.org/cms/get-
involved/connect/mentor-teachers-program
	

Bookshare Blog – Subscribe at http://blog.bookshare.org/ 

Facebook- https://www.facebook.com/bookshare 

Twitter - https://twitter.com/Bookshare 

Bookshare YouTube -
https://www.youtube.com/user/BookshareTeam 
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Action Plan for Session 7 –
	
Bookshare Implementation
	

Use the Action Plan template to identify key steps for the 
successful implementation of Bookshare with qualified students in 
your schools 

Collaborate with colleagues, parents, and students to develop a 
work plan that will meet the implementation goals 

Distribute copies of the Action Plan to appropriate team members 

 Implement the Action Plan 

Review Action Plan with team members on an ongoing basis and 
update when needed 

52 

26 

https://www.youtube.com/user/BookshareTeam
https://twitter.com/Bookshare
http:http://blog.bookshare.org
https://www.bookshare.org/cms/get


4/6/2016
 

53 

Questions? 

54 
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