THE SECRETARY OF EDUCATION
WASHING'T'ON, D.C. 20202

May 14, 1099

Honorable Thomas J. Vilsack
Governor of lowa

State Capitol

Des Moines, lows. 50319

Dear Governor Vilsack:

| amwriting in response to your letter expressing concern about the potentid financia impact on lowa
school digtricts and taxpayers after the recent U.S. Supreme Court decision in Cedar Rapids Community
School Didtrict v. Garett F.

While | understand the concerns of States and school digtricts that have requested full fundingfor IDEA. it
would cost another $11 billion to fund the program at the level authorized by law. Our budget request for
fisca year 2000 indudes an increase of $116 mullion for Specia Education targeted for those programs
that we bdlieve have the greetest promise for improving educationd resultsfor children with disahilities.
Since 1996. funding for Statesin the areas of specid education hasincreased by amost $2 hillion or by 85
percent | would support even greeter increases for specia education savicesif more funding were
available for education. However, | would not support increased funding at the expense of other vitd
education initiatives.

There are provisonsin IDEA designed to help schoal didtricts provide specia education and related
sarvices, induding hedth services. Each State must have interagency agreementsthat require

non-educationa agencies, such asthe agency that administers Medicaid to provide and pay for the specid
education and related services that they are otherwise responsible for. These interagency agreements mrust
aso include reimbursement procedures so that schools get paid if they provide a service that another agency
covers. In addition. States can use a portion of their IDEA grant to help districts pay for high cost children.
States and school districts can aso use aportion of their IDEA grant to set up and run coordinated services
systems designed to improve resultsfor al children. including children with disgbilities.

1 dso encourage you to look et legidative initiativesin States that are using avariety of appropriately trained
hedlth care providers to enable greater independent living, aswell asto contain costs. The cost of hiring

health personnd will vary depending on the level of licensure required by State law. For example, at one

point in the Cedar Rapids case, lowas Nurse Practice Act required that aregistered nurse provide the needed
services. That has now changed and alicensed practica nurse may provide the care. Other States dlow
appropriately trained, but less expensive health care providers to provide ventilator and respiratory assistance.
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Department staff will work with lowa officiasto provide any technical assistance that would be helpful to
you. In addition, technica assistanceis available to your State Educational Agency through the Great Lakes
Area Regiond. Resource Center (GLARRC) at the following address:

GLARRC

Larry Magliocca. Director

Center for Specia Needs Populations

The Ohio State University

700 Ackertnan Road. Suite 440

Columbus, Ohio 43202

Telephone: (614) 447.0844 TTY: (614) 447-8776
fax: (614) 447-9043

Children are this country's most val uable asset and educating al children appropriately isvita to this
country's longrterm future. The statistics are clear - children who do not receive an appropriate education are

much lesslikely to live independently and contribute productively to society. 1 applaud your support for
equa educationd opportunitiesfor al children.

Yours sincerdly,

Richard W. Riley



