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Questions during the webinar 

For Content : 

• AlternateAssessment@pattan.net 

• Reference : 10/21/2015 
• Questions and answers will be posted as an FAQ 

with the recorded webinar following this 
presentation 

For Tech Support: 
• support@pattan.net 

Technology Considerations 
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Toggle Full Screen
 

1.	 Click anywhere on the video area to un-hide the controls 
2.	 Double-Click on the double arrow icon to Toggle fullscreen ON 

•	 HINT: The double arrow is located in the bottom right 
corner of the video area 

Pennsylvania Training and Technical Assistance Network 

Learner Outcomes 

Participants will: 
– Identify the connections of the alternate eligible 

content across the grades in Math and ELA 

– Identify where changes do and do not occur 

– Identify where to align targets for non-tested 
grades 

– Identify how to connect learning in multi grade 
classrooms 
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Alternate Eligible Content 

What it is 

• Academic content appropriate for students who are eligible for 
PASA (Pennsylvania Alternate System of Assessment) 

• Aligns to grade-level PA Core Standards 
• Modifies targets relative to the PSSA Eligible Content by 

reducing depth and breadth 
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What it is 

• Number of pieces of Alternate Eligible Content varies by grade 
and PA Core Standard 

• NOT a one-to-one match for every PA Core Standard and/or 
every piece of PSSA Eligible Content 

• Alternate Eligible Content represents the highest level of 
achievement for students taking PASA 

• Content can be adjusted through essentialization* to ensure 
appropriateness for the variety of students eligible for PASA 

Who it is for: Eligibility and Content PASA vs PSSA 

PSSA
PASA 

Keystone Exams 

Students with Significant

Cognitive Disabilities
 

Eligible for PASA - Determined 

by the IEP team
 

All Students including students
with disabilities NOT eligible for

the PASA 
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Today’s Focus 

• Examining Alternate Eligible Content Across the Grades 

Instructional Benefits to an 
Across the Grades View 

• Understand the content that comes before and after 
• Understand the changes that occur 
• Determine the essential vocabulary 
• Understand the foundation of change that occur when the 

content appears the same 
• Understanding the expectations for college, career and 

community ready 
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Resources for Vocabulary and Content 

Non Tested Grades 

• Grades K,1,2 

• Grades 9,10,12 
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Grades K-2 

Grades K-2 
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Grades K-2 

Grades 9,10 and 12 
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Pennsylvania Training and Technical Assistance Network 

Alternate Eligible Content Across the Grades 

ELA/Reading 

Alternate Eligible Content 

English Language Arts/Reading 

• Literature 

• Informational Text 
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ELA/Reading Big Ideas 

• Connections and Changes to: 

Connections 
Between 

– Content occurring before and after a targeted grade level 

– Text appropriateness and complexity of content across the 
grades 

– Vocabulary and language expectations: connecting pieces of 
alternate eligible content 

– Intent of learning for college, career and community readiness 

– The content as it mirrors the subtle changes and alignment to 
the PA Core Standards 
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Reading/ELA: Key Ideas and Details 
Informational Text 

Connections 
Between 

Reading/ELA: Craft and Structure 
Literature 

Connections 
Between 

v 
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Reading/ELA: Craft and Structure 
Informational Text 

Connections 
Between 
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Reading/ELA: Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 
Literature 
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Reading/ELA: Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 
Informational Text 

Connect ons 
Between 

Reading/ELA: Vocabulary Acquisition and Use 
Literature 

Connections 
Between 
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Reading/ELA: Vocabulary Acquisition and Use 
Informational Text 

Connections 
Between 

Pennsylvania Training and Technical Assistance Network 

Alternate Eligible Content Across the Grades 

Math 
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Alternate Eligible Content
 

Math 

• Numbers and Operations 

• Algebra 

• Geometry 

• Measurement and Data 
Analysis 

Math Big Ideas
 

• Connected Uniquely: 
– Between different strands 

– As web-like instead of linear 

– Because digits can be the most abstract and complex form of 
math 

– Through vocabulary and language 

– Through knowing conceptual understanding is most important 

– As the content mirrors the alignment to the PA Core Standards 
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Numbers and Operations: 
Number Sets Single Numbers 

Numbers and Operations: 
Fractions Single Numbers 
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Numbers and Operations: 
Operations with Two Numbers 

Numbers and Operations: 
Application of Operations with Two Numbers 
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Algebra: 
Number Patterns 

Algebra: 
Expressions, Equations, Functions 
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Geometry 
Geometric Figures 

Measurement, Data and Statistics 
Measurement 
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Measurement, Data and Statistics 
Building Data Displays 

Measurement, Data and Statistics 
Using Data Displays 
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Upcoming Webinars Fall/Winter 2015-2016 

• November 17, 2015 3:30pm-4:30pm: Alternate 
Eligible Content:  Sample Essentialization: 
ELA/Reading 

• December 16, 2016 3:30pm-4:30pm: Alternate 
Eligible Content- Sample Essentialization: 
Math 

• January 20, 2016 3:30pm-4:30pm: Alternate 
Eligible Content: Defining Expectations and 
Intent 

Communication:  The Most Up to Date Information and Volunteer 

Opportunities
 

• Listserv for teachers administering the PASA and 
others 

• Opportunities to participate with design of 
instructional resources to support the Alternate 
Eligible Content 

•	 Sign up on PaTTAN website under Students 
with Significant Cognitive Disabilities -
Listserv/Volunteer 
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Learner Outcomes 

Participants will: 
– Identify the connections of the alternate eligible 

content across the grades in Math and ELA 

– Identify where changes do and do not occur 

– Identify where to align targets for non-tested 
grades 

– Identify how to connect learning in multi garde 
classrooms 

Objectives 

Participants will: 

• Identify the Alternate Eligible Content 
within and across grades 

• Define Essentialization 

• Identify updates with the 2016 PASA 
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Contact Information www.pattan.net
 

Dr. John Machella 

412-851-0413 

jmachella@pa.gov 
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Sharon Leonard 

slleonard@pattan.net 

Audrey Kappel 

akappel@pattan.net 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 

Tom Wolf, Governor 
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