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Introductions and About Us

Terri Vandercook Jennifer Sommerness Gail Ghere



The national technical 
assistance center on 

inclusive practices and 
policies with a focus on 
students with significant 

cognitive disabilities.
www.tiescenter.org

http://www.tiescenter.org/


Today’s Outcomes

• Be knowledgeable about the research-to-practice gap related to the 

inclusion of students with significant cognitive disabilities

• Learn about the TIES Center resources that you can use in your schools 

and districts to build meaningful inclusive education for students with 

significant cognitive disabilities, 

• Consider how you might apply these resources in your districts and 

schools.  



Why?

Equity

☑Belonging as an 

equal member of a 
community

☑Valuing 

Diversity

Civil Right

☑The law

☑National and state 
regulations on the 
LRE

☑The Supreme 
Court on making more 
than minimal gain

Research

☑Convincing 
evidence of positive 
outcomes from 
inclusive education 
with gains evident in 
literacy, math, science, 
social studies, IEP goal 
attainment , 
communication and 
academic engagement. 

Data

☑Despite this, 

the nation and 
states are stuck in 
segregated systems, 
not inclusive 
systems



Significant Research-to-Practice Gap

All Students
With Disabilities

Students with the Significant 
Cognitive Disabilities

Note: In this figure, “general education setting” refers to students who spend 80% or more of the day in the regular class, “resource room placement” refers to 
students who spend 40-79% of the day in the regular class, “self-contained placement” refers to students in the regular class less than 40% of the day, and 
“separate school/other” refers to students served in a separate school or residential facility.

Why?



What Does the Data Tell Us? Context Matters 

Inclusive settings Segregated settings

100% improved their 
communication & literacy skills

73% made NO progress in 
communication and literacy skills

93% improved their numeracy 
skills

67% made NO progress in 
numeracy skills

(Gee et al, 2020)

7% regressed in their 
communication and numeracy 
skills

Why?



Prioritize Equity, Belonging & Inclusion

1. Support of Civil Rights
2. Integration in Community Life
3. A Sense of Belonging and Acceptance of 

Differences
4. Varied Learning Opportunities
5. Use of Best Practices in Instruction
6. An Individualized Education in a Supportive 

Context
7. Relationships with Peers
8. Increased Instructional Support for All 

Students
9. Team Building Improves Schools
10. Parental Involvement 







Creating Communities of Belonging

● Mini-Guides for Each Dimension 
● Belonging Reflection Tool



How might you use the information/resources 
just shared in your district or schools?

www.menti.com and use the code 
2676 6586

OR

https://www.menti.com/54iux3j3xb

http://www.menti.com




A Comprehensive Inclusive Education Program 

General Education
Curriculum & Routines

Their IEP



https://z.umn.edu/inclusiveiep

https://z.umn.edu/inclusiveiep






2a.





With our time together today, would you like to learn about 
an elementary or a secondary example?

www.menti.com and use the code 
2676 6586

OR

https://www.menti.com/54iux3j3xb

http://www.menti.com


Elementary Student: Carlos



Example of 
Education Day 
at a Glance: 
(elementary student)

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1LAgoSoSkFhkDh1UDx1RuF2opyp7_v4eS0qwoOgOJ-eI/edit?usp=sharing


Example of 
Education Day 
at a Glance: 
(elementary student)

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1LAgoSoSkFhkDh1UDx1RuF2opyp7_v4eS0qwoOgOJ-eI/edit?usp=sharing
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Secondary student: Cooper



Example of 
Education Da
at a Glance: 

y 

(Secondary Student)

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Vn6SZhFYisEhCbP1VzJPNDklmypsQBm0/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=105539279265673230337&rtpof=true&sd=true


Example of 
Education Day 
at a Glance: 
(Secondary Student)

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Vn6SZhFYisEhCbP1VzJPNDklmypsQBm0/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=105539279265673230337&rtpof=true&sd=true


Closer look at Anatomy













Collaboration - TIES 5-15-45 tool

https://publications.ici.umn.edu/ties/5-15-45/overview


Collaboration - TIES 5-15-45 tool





How might you use the information/resources 
just shared in your district or schools?

www.menti.com and use the code 
2676 6586

OR

https://www.menti.com/54iux3j3xb

http://www.menti.com




Foundations of Inclusion TIPS: 3 Examples







Communicative Support TIP Example





Parent Video Series 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KPDGZwFZWNM&ab_channel=TIESCenter


How might you use the information/resources 
just shared in your district or schools?

www.menti.com and use the code 
2676 6586

OR

https://www.menti.com/54iux3j3xb

http://www.menti.com


Join us as we work to build equitable and 
inclusive systems!  Thank you!

Tiescenter.org
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