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Percentage of School-Age Students Receiving Special Education Services
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Pennsylvania Seven Year State Trend Data as of 12/1 Count

2016-2017 2017-2018 2018-2019 2019-2020 2020-2021 2021-2022 2022-2023

Total Enrollment 178,530         1,721,195   1,723,405      1,724,693 1,698,870 1,684,754 1,680,038

Total Special Education 283,145         290,986      297,644         307,827         307,594    313,618    324,720

Percent Special Education 16.50% 16.90% 17.30% 17.85% 18.11% 18.62% 19.33%

Autism 30,222            31,999        33,640            35,835            37,072      39,589      42,874

Deaf-Blindnes 53                   59                57                   63                   57                65                75

Emotional Disturbance 24,179            24,899        25,313            26,262            26,065         25,234         25,531

Hearing Impairment 2,717              2,709           2,601              2,683              2,646           2,590           2,568

Intellectual Disability 18,415            18,668        18,744            19,293            19,071         19,542         19,989

Multiple Disaiblities 3,100              3,142           3,076              3,096              3,043           2,996           3,046

Orthopedic Impairment 698                 707              674                 699                 690              670              692

Other Health Impairment 42,057            45,717        48,695            52,282            53,547         56,022         58,942

Specific Learning Disability 118,424         119,158      120,717         122,556         120,436      122,012      124,261

Speech or Language Impairment 41,504            42,189        42,435            43,358            43,310         43,259         45,080

Traumatic Brain Injury 644                 662              643                 623                 602              597              613

Visual Impairment including Blindness 1,132              1,077           1,049              1,077              1,055           1,042           1,049



• Your text here

LRE Data Trend

Year Inside Regular 
Class 80% Or More 
of the Day

Inside Regular 
Class 40-79% of 
the Day

Inside Regular 
Class Less Than 
40% of the Day

Other Settings

16-17 62.37% 23.24% 9.01% 4.90%

17-18 61.97% 23.48% 9.27% 4.86%

18-19 61.52% 23.97% 9.39% 4.77%

19-20 61.48% 23.77% 9.62% 4.81%

20-21 62.08% 23.11% 9.80% 4.70%

21-22 61.81% 23.57% 9.89% 4.43%

22-23 61.59% 23.65% 9.99% 4.37%
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ODR Data Updates



In addition to collaboration with state and local partners for 

ongoing projects and grants, educational entities(school 

districts, charter schools, approved private schools and 

intermediate units) throughout the commonwealth request 

systemic, critical, emergent or general professional 

development support from PaTTAN. 

SUPPORT REQUESTS MODEL

Systemic 
Customized 

Supports

Critical 
Customized 

Supports

Emergent Short-
Term 

Customized 
Supports

Professional 
Development 
Customized 

Supports
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APR UPDATES

2023-2024



This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-ND
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TARGETED PROJECTS

• Media Campaigns

• Mentoring Project

• Networking

• NEW: Learning Institutes

https://www.quoteinspector.com/images/investing/three-darts/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/3.0/
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MEDIA CAMPAIGNS

2022-2023

2023-2024

Career Exploration Fact Sheets:

• Paraprofessionals

• Assistive Technology

• Teachers of the Visually Impaired

• Orientation & Mobility Specialists

• Educational Roles Supporting 

Students with Significant Cognitive 

Disabilities

Career Exploration Fact Sheets:

• Behavior Specialists

• Deaf/Hard of Hearing

• Special Education Teachers

• Speech & Language Pathologists

• Plus 2022-23 Roles – Added Video 

Clips

https://drive.google.com/file/d/16DgQikexylISQ-KEOqg0mhuevIJhWV-2/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vhZQSaExl-HfDw_-J9fqnJrhGUkZIvXn/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XZRux8wT0is74JuT6MSQipEVnDo7OKsP/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tkr0tL9KXFA0ucuYRDcZuiuR6eeVMrmx/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GtZj7J9WRVZ-e9NenIDnli0uEcbcv49M/view
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APR NETWORKING AND LEARNING COMMUNITIES

• Autistic Support Teachers

• Corrections Education 
Teachers and 
Administrators

• Educational Audiologists

• Educational Interpreters

• Emotional Support 
Teachers 

• Orientation and Mobility 
Specialists

• Paraprofessionals

• School Psychologists

• Special Education 
Administrators 

• Special Education 
Teachers

• Speech Language 
Pathologists

• Teachers of the Deaf

• Teachers of the Visually 
Impaired



Roles:

⮚Special Education Teachers

⮚Transition Coordinators

⮚School Psychologists

⮚Paraprofessionals

⮚Low Incidence Supervisors
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Format:

➢ In-Person workshops 

➢ Role-alike personnel

➢ “Make and Take” 

NEW PROJECT: APR LEARNING INSTITUTES

11

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-

NC

https://www.jarodyong.com/2016/05/2016-site-seminar-of-progressive.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
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APR GRANT OPPORTUNITIES

Developing Future Special Educators

School Psychology Paid Internships for Out-of-State Graduate Students 

Accelerated Program for PK-12 Special Education Teacher Certification

Promoting American Sign Language

Paraeducator Preparation Pathways 
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Resources and Contacts

Resources:

●APR Repository 

https://sites.google.com/pattan.net/pa-apr/home

●PaTTAN Website 

https://www.pattan.net/

Contacts:

●Carol Good 

cgood@pattanpgh.net

●Christine Moon

cmoon@pattanpgh.net

https://sites.google.com/pattan.net/pa-apr/home
https://www.pattan.net/
mailto:cgood@pattanpgh.net
mailto:cmoon@pattanpgh.net
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Other BSE Updates

• DIF Grant

• Inclusive Curriculum Pilot

file:///C:/Users/caclancy/Downloads/Disability Inclusive Curriculum Toolkit 8.31.23_FINAL_ver3 (3).pdf


PASA 1% Compliance
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• PDE received a letter from USDE in October 2023 placing the state in ‘high risk’ status for 
continuing not to meet the 1% compliance federal regulation. A required improvement plan has 
been submitted.

• LEAs who continue to exceed the 1% threshold can expect additional measures of oversight 

and monitoring by the BSE.

• ESSA 1.0 Percent Threshold Justification Requirements (pa.gov)

PA 1% Compliance

https://www.education.pa.gov/K-12/Special%20Education/Assessments/Pages/ESSA-1.0-Percent-Threshold-Justification-Requirements.aspx
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Who Participates in the PASA?
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• PASA Eligibility Criteria: 

Decision-Making 

Companion Tool is the 

resource that IEP teams 

are required to use when 

determining eligibility for 

participation in the PASA.  

• PASA Eligibility Criteria is 

available on the PDE 

website.

PASA Eligibility Criteria

https://www.education.pa.gov/Documents/K-12/Special%20Education/Assessment/PASA%20Eligibility%20Criteria.pdf
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• Criteria # 1 confirms the student is in a tested grade 

level 
• Will the student be in grade 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, or 11 by September 1 

of the school year during which the IEP will be operative? 

PASA Eligibility: What does the data say?
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• Criteria # 2 defines a student with the most significant 

cognitive disability
• Full scale IQ of at least 2.5 standard deviations below is typically 

associated with an IQ of 63 or lower 

• Students with a primary disability of Specific Learning Disability, 

Speech (Only) or Emotional Disturbance typically do not meet the 

PASA eligibility criteria and are considered ‘red flags’ for eligibility. 

PASA Eligibility: What does the data say?
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• Adaptive Behavior Skills (referenced in criteria #2 and #3)
• Reference the current ER (Evaluation Report) or RR (Reevaluation 

Report). Does the student have scores in the ‘Extremely Low’ range 

on multiple areas of adaptive behavior scales or measures?

• Does the student have IEP goals devoted to adaptive behavior skills 

(e.g., feeding, toileting, self-help, etc.)?

• If the student is of transition age, does the transition plan in the IEP 

include an independent living goal? 

PASA Eligibility: What does the data say?



22

• Expected to require intensive and ongoing supports after 

graduation (criteria #4)
• Does the student have or require agency supports? (e.g., supports 

coordination)

• What is the student’s planned pathway for graduation?

• Typically, students who take the PASA graduate based upon 

successful completion of the IEP.

• PASA eligible students often stay in school placements until age 21.

PASA Eligibility: What does the data say?
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Guidance for IEP Teams

• Eligibility determination is for all tested subject areas for the given testing year.

• It is not permissible to take the PASA in one subject and the PSSA/Keystone in another in the 

same testing year.

• The IEP team cannot exempt a student from state assessment.

• The role of the IEP team is to confirm whether the student meets all criteria or not.  The IEP 

team does not have the authority to change or override the state eligibility criteria.

• If student is not eligible for alternate assessment, what accommodations should be considered 

for the PSSA/Keystone? 


