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Agenda
• Introduce Pennsylvania Assistive Technology Foundation (PATF)
• Financial Education for Students with Disabilities
• PATF’s Cents and Sensibility Guide
• Resources for Educators
• Advocating for Financial Education 
• Additional Resources
• Questions and Discussion
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PATF, the Organization
• Statewide, non-profit organization, based in King of Prussia, PA

• Majority of the Board and staff are individuals with disabilities 
and/or immediate family members

• Community Development Financial Institution (CDFI), consumer 
lender

• PA’s Alternative Financing Program (federal Assistive Technology Act)
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What is Assistive 
Technology (AT)?
Any device or service that can help a 
person with a disability or older adult 
do the things they want to do.
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Disabilities, Health Conditions
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PATF Programs and Services

Information and assistance about assistive 
technology (AT) funding resources, and vendors

Financial education

Financial loans for assistive technology
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What is financial education?
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What is

Financial Education?

The process by which financial consumers/investors:

• improve their understanding of financial products, concepts and risks and, through 
information, instruction and/or objective advice,

• develop the skills and confidence to become more aware of financial risks and 
opportunities, to make informed choices, to know where to go for help, and to take 
other effective actions to improve their financial well-being.

OECD, 2005
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Is financial education for people with 
disabilities the same or different than for 

other people?
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Financial Education for People with 
Disabilities: Topics to Differentiate
• Asset limits for government 

benefits

• Disability-specific needs

• Role of personal or financial 
caregivers

• Special assistance programs

• Unique family 
considerations

10



1. Asset Limits for Government Benefits
• What are asset limits
• Examples of asset limits
• What counts as an asset
• How this impacts saving habits
• Re-think your “Pay Yourself First” lessons
• Understand new programs (ABLE) that help people with disabilities save 

for their future
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2. Disability-Specific Needs
• Can the student handle their money without physical assistance?
• Will the student be able to understand complex issues?
• Is the student naive or susceptible to influence?
• Does the student have a hard time being organized?
• Does the student have a sensory disability (hearing or vision) that makes 

accessing information more difficult?
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3. Role of Personal or Financial Caregivers
• Assistance with
• Daily living
• Paying bills
•Managing accounts
• Entering into contracts

• Financial caregiver
• Representative payee
• Guardianship
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4. Special Assistance Programs
• Home and Community-Based Waiver programs
• Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA)
• Social Security Work Incentives
• Achieving a Better Life Experience (ABLE) Act savings account
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5. Unique Family Considerations
• Parents lack information about programs and supports
• Parents dependent on federal or state benefits tied to student’s disability
• Questions about ongoing support
• Debates over decision-making (representative payee, guardianship, Power 

of Attorney)
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Cents and Sensibility:
A Guide to Money Management

• Available in-print and 
accessible PDF
• Also available in Spanish
• Educator companion 

manual and slides 
available for teachers

patf.us/financial-education
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Table of Contents

• Let’s Get Started
• Money Mapping: Get Ready to Budget
• My Personal Money Map
• My Lifelong Saving Commitment 
• Where Should I Keep My Money?
• Borrowing Money 
• A Home of My Own
• Assistive Technology
• Adult Decision-Making 
• Are You Ready To Go?
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Information and Activities
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Full chart available in Cents and Sensibility:

patf.us/financial-education/

ABLE and Special Needs Trusts

http://www.patf.us/financial-education/


Transition Check List
Government Supports and Services
qInvestigate your eligibility for Supplemental Security 

Income (SSI).
qExplore your eligibility for Home and Community-

Based Waiver Services (“Waivers”):
• Alternatives to Nursing Homes.
• Office of Developmental Programs.

qRegister with the Office of Vocational Rehabilitation 
(OVR) if you’re interested in working or need help 
keeping your job.

Identification
qHave a copy of your Social Security card.
qObtain a driver’s license or a non-driver’s 

identification card.
Finances
qEstablish a relationship with a bank or credit union 

(obtain a debit card). 20

Responsibilities
qRegister to vote (age 18).
qRegister for Selective Service (if male).

Your Information
qGather healthcare and community services 

information onto a USB flash drive and keep it with 
you. Be sure to include:
qPersonal identification information,
qHealth insurance policy number,
qDoctors’ and specialists’ contact information,
qPrescriptions,
qDurable Medical Equipment (DME) vendor 

contact information, and
qService coordinator/case manager/supports 

broker contact information.

https://www.ssa.gov/ssi/
https://www.dhs.pa.gov/Services/Disabilities-Aging/Pages/Alternatives-to-Nursing-Homes.aspx
https://www.dhs.pa.gov/about/DHS-Information/Pages/Waiver-Information.aspx
https://www.dli.pa.gov/Individuals/Disability-Services/ovr/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.sss.gov/register/


StudyMoney.us

• Corresponds to Cents 
and Sensibility 
curriculum

• Accessible 
• Easy to navigate
• Interactive 
• Engaging
• Flexible
• Developed with learner 

and instructor in mind
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StudyMoney.us Features
• Resources section for learners and 

instructors
• How to Use This Website
• Helpful Links

• Activities
• Interactive on website
• Downloadable, fillable, printable PDF

• Review quizzes and badges
• Confidence around finances and intent 

for behavior change
• Skills and knowledge review

• Live links to resources throughout
• Glossary and key terms 

bolded/underlined throughout
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Content Page Example: 

Saving, Benefits, 
and Working



Activity Example: 

Saving, Benefits, 
and Working
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Topic Quiz Example:

Saving, Benefits, 
and Working
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Topic Badge Example:

Saving, Benefits, 
and Working
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Educator Companion Manual
Chapter-by-Chapter Resources
• Essential Questions
• Standards Correlation
• Background Information
• Teaching Strategies
• Companion Slides

Available at:
patf.us/financial-education
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https://patf.us/financial-education


Educator Companion Manual: Overview
The Cents and Sensibility Educator Companion Manual was 
developed by a team of educators to accompany award-
winning Cents and Sensibility: A Guide to Money 
Management with accommodations for classroom use. 

We strongly believe all students should receive a high-
quality financial education, and we know students with 
disabilities have unique financial education needs. 

This manual helps teachers develop relevant lessons and 
activities for students with and without disabilities on 
topics such as earning income, saving, and using financial 
services.

Download the manual at patf.us/financial-education
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Using the Educator Companion Manual

Presentation 
Slides

Math 
Integration

Language 
Arts 

Integration

Writing 
Integration

Online 
Research

Guest 
Speakers
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Chapter 1: Overview, Objectives, Questions
• Overview: 

• In this chapter, students learn to differentiate between wants and needs, examine their personal 
money habits, and identify ways they can improve their own financial behaviors. 

• Objectives Students will be able to…
• Explain why something is a want or a need;
• List ways their values impact their financial choices; 

• Identify money habits they do (or do not) possess; and
• Name financial habits they could adopt and the influence each will have on their financial situation. 

• Essential Questions 
• What makes some things wants while others are needs? 

• How do your values impact your financial choices? 
• What are your money habits? 30



Chapter 1: PA Academic Standards Correlation
• Pennsylvania Academic Standards Correlation 
• 6.1.3.A. Define scarcity and identify examples of resources, wants, and needs.  
• 6.1.9.B. Analyze how unlimited wants and limited resources affect decision-making.
• 15.6.2.A. With prompting and support, discuss the difference between a need and 

a want.
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Chapter 1: Background Information
Needs and Wants 

The ability to differentiate between what 
people NEED for survival - items such as 
food, clothing, healthcare, and housing -
and those that they WANT in order to 
make life more enjoyable is an essential 
part of managing one’s finances. 

Students should be able to differentiate 
between the two so they can later 
formulate a plan for spending their money 
that makes sure their needs are taken care 
of before their wants.
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Chapter 1: Background Information cont’d
Money and Values 

Our values impact our financial decisions and our approach to money, in general. The National 
Endowment for Financial Education offers a Life Values Quiz along with research from Dr. Lois 
Vitt on this subject. 

Talking about Money 

Many families avoid conversations about money with their children. This can be particularly 
true with families in which a child has a disability. In some cases, financial information is held 
in confidence and parents actively wish to keep this information from the students. In some 
situations, parents may simply be uncomfortable discussing what they deem to be a taboo 
topic. In other cases, family members may be afraid to share information for fear of losing 
government benefits. Regardless of the reason, it is important to be sensitive to these 
differences. 33

https://www.smartaboutmoney.org/Tools/LifeValues-Quiz


Chapter 1: Teaching Strategies
Brainstorming Needs and Wants

Developing a list of things people use and deciding if 
they are needs or wants can help students consider 
the items they use in everyday life.

Define needs and wants. Create a T-chart with Needs 
on one side and Wants on the other. Start by giving 
one or two examples of each such as clothes and 
food (needs) and eating out and video games 
(wants). 

Have students consider things they have used in the 
past few days and determine if it was a need or 
want. Encourage students to also consider services 
they have used such as a haircut or video streaming.

34



Chapter 1: Teaching Strategies cont’d
Need or Want 

Deciding whether something is a need or want isn’t always easy, and the answer can be different 
depending on a person’s circumstances. 

In this activity, students are presented with goods and services and asked to determine whether 
each is a need or a want. 

Engage students in a discussion about how you can tell whether something is a want or a need. 
Discuss how some people consider things like a cell phone or a car a want while others consider 
them a need. In some cases, deciding between whether something is a need or a want can be 
influenced by what you value. For example, some people place a high value on family time. For 
them, a vacation may be a need as it represents a chance to spend time with family. Other 
variations may not relate to values. An individual who lives in a city with accessible public 
transportation may not need a car; whereas, a person who lives in the country may need a car to 
get to their job or the store. 35



Example Group Discussion: Need or Want?

Decide if each item is a need or a want.
•Bed
•Toothbrush & toothpaste
•Wheelchair
•Computer
•Video Games
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Smart 
Phone
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Bike
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Example Student Activity:
My Money Habits for High School Students Activity

q When I receive money, I develop a plan for how to use it. 
q I keep track of how much money I spend each month. 
q I can tell you the last time I spent money and what it was for. 
q When I borrow something, I return it on time. 
q I keep my money in a safe location. 
q I know how much money I have. 
q When I receive money, I save some of it for later. 
q I have something that I am saving for in the future. 
q I don’t tell my friends how much money I have or where I keep it. 
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IEPs and Transition Plans
• IEPs and Transition Plans should address students’ financial education 

needs.
• Specific to the students and their disability 
• Consider their knowledge of personal finance topics, ability to practice sound 

financial management practices, and any impact their disability may have on their 
ability to manage and/or save money 

• Ask:
• When and by whom will the student receive financial education? 
• When will the student have the chance to practice managing money or making 

financial decisions?
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Special Education Curriculum
• What resources are being used to teach personal finance? How up-to-date 

are they and what is the source?
• Do the teachers have the knowledge needed to adequately teach personal 

finance to their students? Do they know how to adapt the curriculum to 
the particular needs of their students? 
• Is there a formal curriculum? Is it aligned to state and national standards 

in financial education? Are there gaps in instruction or topics that are 
insufficiently addressed?
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Course Offerings
• Students who are included in regular education classes should have access 

to a standalone course in personal finance. 
• Ask: 
• Is a course in personal finance offered? How long is it and what topics are covered?
• How will the course content be adapted for students with disabilities? 
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Graduation Requirements
• What courses are students required to take before 

they graduate? Do any incorporate financial 
lessons? 

• Is there an elective course in personal finance that 
could be turned into a graduation requirement? 

• What would it take to make a course in personal 
finance a requirement for graduation for all 
students? 

• Where do my school administrators and local 
legislators stand on financial education?
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What does this mean to YOUng Adults? 
à Learn what you need to know to make effective decisions!

à Become aware of opportunities/risks, strategies to make informed 
choices, where to go for help, and who can support you!

à It’s YOUR FUTURE, so you need to be in the know and at the table!

Knowledge is POWER!   
- the more you know before you 
start working, the better able 
you are to transition smoothly
into paid work opportunities for 
a successful future
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1. Fact or Fiction?

People with disabilities will lose benefits such as SSI and 
healthcare if they go to work.
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2. Fact or Fiction?

People with disabilities shouldn’t save money or they 
might lose their benefits.
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Other Resources for People with Disabilities
• Federal Deposit Insurance 

Corporation (FDIC): Money Smart
ohttps://www.fdic.gov/resources/con

sumers/money-smart/index.html

• Consumer Financial Protection 
Bureau (CFPB): Your Money, Your 
Goals
ohttps://www.consumerfinance.gov/c

onsumer-tools/educator-tools/your-
money-your-goals/

• ABLE National Resource Center
ohttps://www.ablenrc.org/
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CFPB Financial Well-Being Scale



Free Webinar Series on Financial 
Empowerment for People with 
Disabilities
• Voting and Participating in the Census

• Identity Theft

• Saving with PA ABLE

• Funding Resources for Assistive Technology

• Money Mapping (Budgeting)

• Credit

• Tax Preparation

• Decision-Making Supports for Adults with 
Disabilities

Recordings, transcripts, slides, and additional 
materials: patf.us/MoneyTalks

https://patf.us/MoneyTalks


Contact Us

patf@patf.us

www.patf.us
484-674-0506

1004 West 9th Avenue
King of Prussia, PA  19406
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