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PDE’s Mission 

The mission of the department is to 
academically prepare children and 
adults to succeed as productive citizens. 
The department seeks to ensure that the 
technical support, resources and 
opportunities are in place for all students, 
whether children or adults, to receive a 
high quality education.



PaTTAN’
s
Mission

The mission of the Pennsylvania Training and 

Technical Assistance Network (PaTTAN) is to 

support the efforts and initiatives of the 

Bureau of Special Education, and to build 

the capacity of local educational agencies 

to serve students who receive special 

education services.



PDE’s 
Commitment 
to Least 
Restrictive 
Environment 
(LRE)

Our goal for each child is to ensure 

Individualized Education Program (IEP) 

teams begin with the general education 

setting with the use of Supplementary 

Aids and Services before considering a 

more restrictive environment.



Objectives

Describe the purposes of the 
alternate assessment and identify 

who is eligible to participate. 

Explore and collect available 
resources and guidance 

documents. 

Learn tips and strategies for 
helping students prepare for the 

assessment. 

Apply suggested tips and 
strategies to begin developing a 

plan for preparing students. 



Overview 

WHY • Alternate assessments? 

WHO • Participates?  

WHEN • Should I complete PASA tasks?

WHAT • Is the assessment like? 

WHERE • Are helpful resources? 

HOW 
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• Can I prepare?



Check In Poll 
●Who is here today (roles)? 
●How are you doing? 
●What do you hope to learn? 



Accessing 
the Check In 
Poll 

Join at 
vevox.app

ID: 
195-906-626

Scan me!



Join: vevox.app ID: 130-230-347

Role: 
POLL OPEN

1. Special Education Administrator
0%

2. Special Education Teacher
0%

3. Paraprofessional
0%

4. Parent
0%

5. Student
0%

6. Other
0%



Join: vevox.app ID: 130-230-347 POLL OPEN

How is your 
engine running today?

1. Ferrari (smooth and fast)
0%

2. Volkswagon Beetle (happy and content)
0%

3. Dump Truck (slow start, but picking up speed)
0%

4. Garbage Truck (okay, but getting slower)
0%

5. Lemon (having an off day)
0%



Join: vevox.app ID: 130-230-347 Enter Text 
and Press 

Send
Using only one word, 

what do you 
hope to learn today? 



PASA 
ABC’s  

Acronym Meaning 
AA-AAAS Alternate Assessment based on Alternate 

Academic Achievement Standards
AEC/EC Alternate Eligible Content/Eligible Content
BSE Bureau of Special Education 
BVI Blind-Visual Impairment 
ESEA Elementary and Secondary Education Act
ESSA Every Student Succeeds Act
IDEA Individuals with Disabilities Education Act
LEA Local Education Agency



PASA 
ABC’s 
(cont.) 

Acronym Meaning 

PASA/DLM Pennsylvania Alternate System of 
Assessment/Dynamic Learning Maps

PDE Pennsylvania Department of Education
PIMS Pennsylvania Information Management System
PSSA Pennsylvania System of School Assessment
PVAAS Pennsylvania’s Value-Added Assessment System
RTAT Required Test Administrator Training
SEA State Education Agency



Why…
…Is an alternate system of assessment 
available for eligible students?
…Is it important to be aware of implications  
specific to PA?



All Students 
Matter! 

All students are required to 
participate in standardized state 
assessments. 

States’ alternate assessments 
make participation accessible 
for the students with the most 
significant disabilities. 



Its about… 

• 1997: reauthorization of IDEA
• 2015: reauthorization of ESSA 

The Laws

• Students  are able to learn academic content that is 
clearly linked to grade-level content, but possibly at 
reduced complexity, breadth, and depth. 

The Research

• States’ alternate achievement standards must be set to 
ensure that students who meet them are on track to 
pursue postsecondary education or competitive 
integrated employment, as defined in the 2014 
Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA). 

Improving Postschool Outcomes 

National Center on Educational Outcomes 

https://nceo.info/Assessments/aa-aas


Implications 
for PA 

The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) stipulates that 
states may not assess more than 1% of their total tested 
population on an alternate statewide assessment.

PA historically assessed 2% of students on the PA 
Alternate System of Assessment (PASA).

PA remains in corrective action with the US Department 
of Education for exceeding this federal regulation.

More information on the 1.0 Percent Threshold and 
requirements for LEAs can be accessed on the BSE 
website: 1.0 Percent Threshold Requirements
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https://www.education.pa.gov/K-12/Special%20Education/Assessments/Pages/ESSA-1.0-Percent-Threshold-Justification-Requirements.aspx


Inclusion 
Matters!

95% Participation Rate

●PA must improve the 
overall participation rate 
of students with 
disabilities in statewide 
assessment (PSSA, 
Keystone, and PASA)

●ESSA requires 95% of ALL 
students test and 95% of 
ALL IEP students test

1% Threshold
●99% of ALL tested 

students take the 
general assessment

●PA must ensure that no 
more than 1% of total 
tested students are 
assessed on an alternate 
assessment (PASA)



Who…
…Is eligible to participate and how are 
determinations made?
…Coordinates assessment activities?
…Administers the assessment?  



Student 
Characteristic
s 

Students with the most significant 
cognitive disabilities

Video from Dynamic Learning Maps 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CiGs6m9XGr0


Determining 
Student 
Eligibility 

●Only those students with the MOST 
significant cognitive disabilities who 
meet all six PASA eligibility criteria 

●IEP Team reviews each of the six criteria 
to determine if the student meets all 6 

●The decision is documents in section IV 
of the IEP and reviewed annually 



PASA 
Eligibility 
Criteria 

22

PASA 
Eligibility 
Criteria

•PASA Eligibility Criteria: 
Decision-Making 
Companion Tool is the 
resource that teams are 
required to use when 
determining eligibility for 
participation in the PASA.  

•PASA Eligibility Criteria is 
available on the PDE 
website.

https://www.education.pa.gov/Documents/K-12/Special%20Education/Assessment/PASA%20Eligibility%20Criteria.pdf


PASA Eligibility 
Criteria 
(cont.)

23



Guidance for 
IEP Teams 

Determinations must be made on an individual 
basis and reviewed annually 

The answer to all six criteria must be ‘yes’ to 
qualify 

The role of the IEP team is to confirm whether 
the student meets all criteria or not.  The IEP 

team does not have the authority to change 
or override the state eligibility criteria.
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Guidance for 
IEP Teams 
(cont.)  

Eligibility determination is for all tested 
subject areas for the given testing year. 

It is not permissible to take the PASA in one 
subject and the PSSA/Keystone in another 

in the same testing year.
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Defining the 
“Most 
Significant 
Disability”
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Defining the 
‘Most 
Significant 
Cognitive 
Disability’ 
(Criteria #2)

Chapter 14 Primary Disability ‘Red Flags’
●Specific Learning Disability
●Speech and Language Impaired (as a 
primary)

●Emotional Disturbance 
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PASA 
Assessment 
Coordinators 
(ACs)
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●LEAs and service providers must identify a 
PASA AC. 
  oReceives all communications from the PA

Alternate Assessment Team on the enrollment 
process, training, procedures associated with test 
administration, available score reports, etc.
oRequired to manage each step of the enrollment

process, ensuring that data are accurate and 
timely, assessors are trained, and testing remains 
on schedule during the assessment window



PASA ACs 
(cont.) 

●May be required to communicate on behalf of 
the LEA or service provider with the assessment 
vendor and/or the PA Department of 
Education, Bureau of Special Education(BSE)

●Is an individual(s) with decision making authority 
for the LEA or service provider

o A local education agency or service provider may choose to have 
more than one PASA AC.  However, each PASA AC must have 
individual log in credentials.
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PASA Test 
Administrators/ 
Assessors
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●Educator who administers the assessment to a 
student. Additionally, 

●Instructs students on the Alternate Eligible 
Content/Essential Elements. 

●Competes required trainings. 
●Completes or updates Personal Learning Profile 

for each student based on his/her IEP. 
●This includes the First Contact Survey (FCS) and the 

Personal Needs and Preferences (PNP) Profile.
●Reviews and verifies student data. 
●Prepares students for testing.



When…

…Should important assessment-related 
tasks be completed?
…Should I begin preparing my students?



Key 
Important 
Dates

PASA Activity Dates
• Enrollment Window January 5- March 7, 

2022
• Test Administration 

Window
March 14- May 20, 
2022

• Electronic Score Reports 
Available in Kite 
Educator Portal

• Printed Score Reports 
Mailed

August 2022
September 2022
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More 
Important 
Dates

Enrollment – Milestone Dates
●October 1, 2021- December 2, 2021: PASA ACs/DTCs 

must not access the system
●December 3, 2021: begin updating users in the Kite 

Educator Portal
●December 3, 2021- January 5, 2022: download PIMS 

PASA report and complete roster template
●January 5, 2022- March 7, 2022: Template upload for 

students and rosters
●March 14, 2022 – May 20, 2022: PASA Test Administration 

Window 
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PASA 
Instruction 
and 
Assessment 
Calendar

2021-22 PASA DLM Instruction and 
Assessment Calendar
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https://www.pattan.net/assets/PaTTAN/a0/a014a118-97bd-481e-9eca-1f647344c281.pdf


When to 
Start 
Preparing –
You can 
start now! 

Preparation Activity Dates
Ensure appropriateness of PASA – review six PASA eligibility criteria Now

Ensure instruction is aligned with alternate eligible content Now 

Bookmark helpful website/pages Now

Download/save key documents Now

Access and embed instructional resources in lessons Now

Get familiar with the assessment Now

Complete trainings and professional development Now & 
December 3, 

2021 –
February 28, 

2022
Complete Personal Learning Profile January 5 –

February 28, 
2022

Administer PASA March 14-May 
20, 2022



What…

…Content will be on the assessment?  
…Is the format of the assessment? 
…Should I focus on?



PA Standards, 
Eligible 
Content (EC) 
and 
Alternate 
Eligible 
Content 
(AEC)

In every state, including Pennsylvania, 
there are grade level standards which 

are broad statements about what 
students should know and be able to do

Standards are broken into more discrete 
skills to inform teachers about instruction 

and assessment

The skills assessed on the general 
statewide assessments (Keystone Exams 

and PSSA) are eligible content



PA Standards,
EC, 
and 
AEC
(cont.) 

The skills that are to be taught and 
assessed on the alternate 

statewide test (PASA) are the 
alternate eligible content (AEC).

The AEC is aligned to the grade 
level standards.  

The AEC is aligned to the EC 
depending upon grade/subject/ 

test.
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EC and AEC 
Facts

The AEC is less complex than the EC 

There are fewer AEC than EC

The AEC is reduced in depth and 
breadth while maintaining alignment to 
the grade level standard and intent of 
the standard

The AEC is the content to be taught to 
students with the most significant 
cognitive disabilities who are eligible for 
the PASA
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Instruction 
And 
Assessment:  
Standards, 
EC, and AEC

Subject Grades and 
Assessments

Grades 3-8 
Content 

Alignment PSSA 
and PASA

High School 
Content 

Alignment 
for PASA*

*Detailed Explanation

ELA (Reading 
and Writing) 
and 
Mathematics 

• PSSA:  Grades 3-
8

• Keystone Exam:  
High School  

• PASA: Grade 3-8 
and 11

PA Core Standards to 
Eligible Content (EC) 
to Alternante Eligible 
Content (AEC)

PA Core 
Standards to 
AEC

For the High 
School PASA, 
the AEC is 
directly aligned 
to the standard.  

This instructional alignment was the 
result of new standards and 
development of a high school end 
of course test. Like all general 
assessments, Keystone Exams 
assess EC. Since the PASA is not an 
end of course exam and standards 
were new, the PASA is directly 
aligned to PA Core Standards, not 
EC.

Science • PSSA:  Grades 4 
and 8

• Keystone Exam:  
High School

• PASA:  4, 8 and 
11

PA Academic 
Standards to EC to 
Alternate Eligible 
Content (AEC)

PA Academic 
Standards to EC 
to Alternate 
Eligible Content 
(AEC)

Although a high school end of 
course test was developed, the 
PASA remained a grade level 
exam. Since the science standards 
did not change, the PASA 
continued to be directly aligned to 
the PA Academic Standards and 
EC.



Locating 
Standards, EC 
and AEC for 
ALL

●All standards, EC and AEC 
are within the PDE SAS 
Portal

●Math, ELA, and 
Science:  Go to 
Standards > Select 
Grade and Subject 
on left  (see example)

●Standards, EC, and 
AEC on PaTTAN

●Materials and Resources
are available for teachers 
of ALL students.

●Materials and Resources 
unique to PASA eligible 
students are available at 
Essentialized Examples

https://www.pdesas.org/
https://www.pattan.net/Disabilities/Students-with-Significant-Cognitive-Disabilities/Standards-Aligned-Instruction-and-Alternate-Eligib
https://www.pdesas.org/ContentWeb/
https://www.pdesas.org/ContentWeb/Content/SearchSite/?q=Essentialized%20Examples


Exploring the 
Format –
4th Grade
(Science)

PA Academic 
Standard 

Assessment 
Anchor

Assessment 
Descriptor

PSSA Eligible 
Content

PASA Alternate
Eligible Content
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Exploring the 
Format –
8th Grade 
(Math)

PA Core 
Standard 

Assessment 
Anchor

Assessment 
Descriptor

PSSA Eligible 
Content

PASA Alternate
Eligible Content
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Exploring the 
Format –
11th Grade 
(ELA) 

PA Core 
Standard 

PASA Alternate
Eligible Content
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IMPORTANT 
NOTE!

Teachers and paraprofessionals should 
use a student’s grade level, not 
instructional level when selecting AEC. 
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Vendor

●Dynamic Learning Maps (DLM) University 
of Kansas continues to serve as the PASA 
assessment vendor for the 2021-22 school 
year

●Dynamic Learning Maps (DLM) Website 
●PA DLM Homepage
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https://dynamiclearningmaps.org/
https://dynamiclearningmaps.org/pennsylvania


PA Alternate 
System of 
Assessment 
Design 

PASA DLM 
assessments

• designed to maximize accessibility for 
students with significant cognitive 
disabilities

Testlets 
(shortened, 

chunked tests) 

47

• Adaptive
• Online delivery and teacher administered 

(lower levels)
• Online delivery and administration with 

teacher support (higher levels)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CiGs6m9XGr0


PA Alternate 
System of 
Assessment 
Design 
(cont.)

English Language 
Arts and 

Mathematics 
•five levels of complexity 

or linkage levels

Science •three levels of 
complexity

Writing 

48

•two levels of 
complexity



PASA 
Blueprints –
Tested 
Content

Students are tested on alternate eligible 
content (AEC) aligned to PA Core/Academic 
Standards.
●Blueprint for English Language Arts
●Blueprint for Math
●Blueprint for Science

*Note: DLM refers to Essential Elements (EE) rather than AEC.
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https://dynamiclearningmaps.org/sites/default/files/documents/Manuals_Blueprints/DLM_YE_ELA_Blueprint.pdf
https://dynamiclearningmaps.org/sites/default/files/documents/Manuals_Blueprints/DLM_YE_Math_Blueprint.pdf
https://dynamiclearningmaps.org/sites/default/files/documents/Manuals_Blueprints/DLM_Science_Phase_I_Blueprint.pdf


Where…
…Can I find important assessment-
related resources and guidance?



Important 
Websites 

●PaTTAN PASA- includes all emails to PASA ACs, 
calendar, and other resources from the PA 
Alternate Assessment Team

●Dynamic Learning Maps (DLM)- homepage with 
test updates, news, test design information, 
opportunity to volunteer for test activities

●Pennsylvania DLM homepage- provides all DLM 
specific information (e.g., manuals, video 
tutorials, access to trainings, etc.)

●Kite Educator Portal - all staff and educators 
manage student data and retrieve reports and 
extracts. 

●BSE Assessments- provides PASA information and 
1% threshold requirement information
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https://www.pattan.net/Disabilities/Students-with-Significant-Cognitive-Disabilities/Statewide-Assessments-and-Accountability/PASA
https://dynamiclearningmaps.org/
https://dynamiclearningmaps.org/pennsylvania
https://educator.kiteaai.org/AART/logIn.htm
https://www.education.pa.gov/K-12/Special%20Education/Assessments/Pages/default.aspx


Important 
Information 
for ACs

PASA AC Communications
●Email communications from the PA Alternate 

Assessment Team are sent to PASA ACs routinely.
●Emails come from alternateassessment@pattan.net. 
●This email serves as the PA Help Desk for PASA.
●Email alternateassessment@pattan.net immediately 

to update the PASA AC listserv if you are new to the 
role or have changes

oProvide first name, last name and email address 
oNotify of any ACs no longer serving in the role who may 

need removed from the system
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mailto:alternateassessment@pattan.net
mailto:alternateassessment@pattan.net


Quick Start 
Guides for 
ACs and 
Assessors

●Interactive, PA specific resource with 
step-by-step instructions and supporting 
links for enrollment, training, and test 
administration procedures

●PASA DLM Quick Start Guide for ACs
●PASA DLM Quick Start Guide for Assessors

●Quick Start Guides are updated 
annually and will be available on the 
PaTTAN PASA webpage. 
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https://www.pattan.net/Disabilities/Students-with-Significant-Cognitive-Disabilities/Statewide-Assessments-and-Accountability/PASA


Resources for 
Parents



How…
…Can I help students prepare for the 
assessment?
…Can I best support students during the 
assessment? 



Prepare…

Yourself

• Ensure lessons include 
appropriate academic 
content 

• Collect and review 
instructional resources 
and materials 

• Access PD resources 
• Get familiar with the test
• Prepare materials 
• Complete required 

Trainings 

Your Students 

• Ensure eligibility criteria 
is met 

• Ensure students learn 
appropriate 
academic content 

• Teach familiar texts
• Ensure students’ FCS 

and PNP are 
completed. 

• Complete practice 
testlets



Tips for Preparing 
Yourself



How to Start 
Preparing

• Preparation Activity • Where/How
• Ensure Appropriateness of PASA Eligibility Criteria 

• Ensure instruction is aligned with appropriate 
academic content 

PaTTAN Webpage for 
Students with Significant 
Cognitive Disabilities 

• Bookmark Helpful Website/pages PaTTAN PASA, DLM, BSE

• Download/Save Key Documents Calendar, Manuals, Guides

• Access and Embed Instructional Resources DLM Instructional Resources

• Get Familiar with the Assessment Released Testlests, TIPs, 
Materials Collections 

• Complete Trainings and Professional 
Development

Instruction and Assessment 
Calendar 

• Complete Personal Learning Profile After Student Enrollment 

• Administer Assessment After Test Window Opens 

https://dynamiclearningmaps.org/sites/default/files/documents/StateBonusItems/Eligibility_Criteria-PA.pdf
https://www.pattan.net/Disabilities/Students-with-Significant-Cognitive-Disabilities/Standards-Aligned-Instruction-and-Alternate-Eligib/Reading
https://www.pattan.net/Disabilities/Students-with-Significant-Cognitive-Disabilities/Statewide-Assessments-and-Accountability/PASA
https://dynamiclearningmaps.org/
https://www.education.pa.gov/K-12/Special%20Education/Assessments/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.dlmpd.com/instructional-resources/


Ensure All 
Eligibility Criteria 
Is Met 
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Ensure 
Instruction is 
Aligned with 
Appropriate 
Academic 
Content 



Bookmark 
Helpful 
Websites/
webpages

●PaTTAN PASA
●Dynamic Learning Maps (DLM)
●Pennsylvania DLM homepage
●Kite Educator Portal
●BSE Assessments

https://www.pattan.net/Disabilities/Students-with-Significant-Cognitive-Disabilities/Statewide-Assessments-and-Accountability/PASA
https://dynamiclearningmaps.org/
https://dynamiclearningmaps.org/pennsylvania
https://educator.kiteaai.org/AART/logIn.htm
https://www.education.pa.gov/K-12/Special%20Education/Assessments/Pages/default.aspx


Webpage Images 



Download/ 
Save Key 
Documents

●Calendar
● 2021-2022 PASA DLM Instruction and Assessment Calendar

●Guides
● Guide to Practice Activities and Released Testlets
● Guide to Required Test Administrator Training

●Manuals 
● Accessibility Manual
● Test Administration Manual

https://www.pattan.net/assets/PaTTAN/86/866476d9-5dfb-41a4-9727-7cfe493f2a38.pdf
https://dynamiclearningmaps.org/sites/default/files/documents/Manuals_Blueprints/Guide_to_Practice_Activities_and_Released_Testlets.pdf
https://dynamiclearningmaps.org/sites/default/files/documents/Manuals_Blueprints/Guide_to_Required_Training_YE.pdf
https://dynamiclearningmaps.org/sites/default/files/documents/Manuals_Blueprints/Accessibility_Manual.pdf
https://dynamiclearningmaps.org/sites/default/files/documents/Manuals_Blueprints/Test_Administration_Manual_YE.pdf


Access and 
Embed 
Instructional 
Resources

●Key Instructional Resources from DLM 
● Familiar Texts
● DLM Unpacking Documents
● Anchor-Read-Apply Lesson Supports
● Writing Resources
● Model Instructional Activities for Science

https://dynamiclearningmaps.org/instructional-resources-ye/english_language_arts/familiar-texts
https://www.dlmpd.com/dlm-essential-elements-unpacking/
https://www.dlmpd.com/texts-resources/
https://www.dlmpd.com/writing-resources/
https://dynamiclearningmaps.org/instructional-resources-ye/science/instructional-activities


Getting 
Familiar with 
the 
Assessment 

●Review Released Testlets and Sample 
Testlet Information Pages (TIPs)

● ELA Released Testlets and Sample TIPs
● Math Released Testlets and Sample TIPs
● Science Released Testlets and Sample TIPs

https://dynamiclearningmaps.org/instructional-resources-ye/english_language_arts/testlets
https://dynamiclearningmaps.org/instructional-resources-ye/mathematics/testlets
https://dynamiclearningmaps.org/instructional-resources-ye/science/testlets


Preparing 
Materials 

●Materials Collections Lists
●ELA Materials Collections 
●Math Materials Collections 
●Science Materials Collections 

●*Notes about the Materials Collections Lists
●They are extensive. 
●No need to collect every item on the lists in advance. 
●Review to get a sense of what materials might be 

needed. 
●You will refer to the TIP for specific material(s) needed. 
●Materials can be substituted. 
●Use materials the student already uses and is familiar 

with. 

https://dynamiclearningmaps.org/ela-materials-collections-ye
https://dynamiclearningmaps.org/mathematics-materials-collections-ye
https://dynamiclearningmaps.org/science-materials-collections


Complete 
Trainings

PASA AC Hours

PASA Getting Ready 1

*DLM Data Management 2

Charting the Course 3

RTAT (refresher) 1.5

Lessons Learned 1.5

Supporting BVI 1

Total 10

PASA Assessor Hours

Charting the Course 3

*RTAT (refresher) 1.5

*Lessons Learned 1.5

Supporting BVI 1

Total 7

* Required
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Take 
Advantage 
of Additional  
Professional 
Development

●DLM Educator Resources Videos 
●DLM Professional Development 
Packages 

https://dynamiclearningmaps.org/educator-resource-videos-ye
https://www.dlmpd.com/all-modules-organized-by-claim/


Tips for Preparing Your 
Students 



Individualizing 
Testlets and 
Accessibility

Prior to testing the test administrator completes two 
online questionnaires for each student to ensure 
individualization and accessibility:

• First Contact Survey
o Responses by test administrator determine the first level of testlet 

delivered 
o Testing system adjusts level of each testlet delivered based upon student 

performance
o Affects if testlet is delivered via online system or teacher directed

• Personal Needs and Preferences (PNP) Profile 
o Responses by test administrator determine accommodations and 

accessibility features provided
*See Accessibility Manual and Test Administration Manual for more details.  
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https://dynamiclearningmaps.org/sites/default/files/documents/Manuals_Blueprints/Accessibility_Manual.pdf
https://dynamiclearningmaps.org/sites/default/files/documents/Manuals_Blueprints/Test_Administration_Manual_YE.pdf


PASA DLM 
Accessibility 
Features

●Unique accessibility tools and supports that meet 
student needs and preferences are available. 
Some are provided by the online assessment 
system and others are teacher provided. 

On-Line Teacher Provided
Spoken Audio Read Aloud
AT/Switches AT/Switches
Color Overlays Manipulatives
Braille (varies by 
content and level)

White boards
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Getting 
Students 
Familiar with 
the Test

●Practice 
Activities

https://dynamiclearningmaps.org/sites/default/files/documents/Manuals_Blueprints/Guide_to_Practice_Activities_and_Released_Testlets.pdf


Teach 
Content 
Aligned to 
Essential 
Elements and 
Alternate 
Eligible 
Content

●Across the Grades Documents 
●Reading Across the Grades 
●Math Across the Grades 
●Science Across the Grades 
●Writing Across the Grades 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/pattan-live/pattan.net-website/images/instructional/2018/07/16/FINAL%20ELA%20Across%20the%20Grades%20with%20INTENT%207-11-17.pdf
https://www.pattan.net/getmedia/97736425-cfa9-4434-824c-4f30d04b5128/FINAL-Math-Across-the-grades-with-INTENT-7-11-17
https://www.pattan.net/CMSPages/GetAmazonFile.aspx?path=%7E%5Cpattan%5Cmedia%5Cpublications%5C2019%20accessible%20pdfs%5Cfinal-science-across-the-grades-with-intent-8-2-18.pdf&hash=dcb251780eb4c3595b8cd01d37bba7f648e947704bf242cbca283742acc1bfbe
https://www.pattan.net/getmedia/9323b74a-15ee-40d4-b076-e222cb24cf29/AEC_WritingAcrossGrades050318


Time To Explore and 
Get Started!



Activity: 
PASA 
Preparation 
Scavenger 
Hunt



FAQs…
Beyond the Why, Who, When, What, 
Where, and How of the PASA



Frequently 
Asked 
Question 1: 
Training

● If an assessor completed the Required Test 
Administration Training (RTAT) last year, must they 
complete updated training this year to administer the 
test?

oYes.  The assessor must complete a refresher RTAT 
which is an abbreviated version of the original 
before they can test in the Spring.

oAssessors who tested students in August/September 
of this year completed the training already.

oTraining for all others can be completed starting 
December 3, 2021.

oNew assessors that never completed the initial RTAT 
will complete the full initial version
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Frequently 
Asked 
Question 2: 
Eligibility

The IEP team is reviewing PASA eligibility for a 
student with an Emotional Disturbance.  The 
student shows cognitive delays but has average 
adaptive behavior skills.  The behaviors of concern 
are more maladaptive in nature (e.g., shuts down, 
becomes combative in a testing situation). Can 
the team qualify the student for the PASA?
●No. The IEP team must be able to answer ‘yes’ to 

all six PASA eligibility criteria in order for the 
student to take the PASA.  Fear the student will 
act out during the assessment is not a sole reason 
to qualify for the PASA.   
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Frequently 
Asked 
Question 3: 
Eligibility

The student has a primary disability of Specific 
Learning Disability and meets some of the PASA 
criteria, but not all six.  However, the team feels 
the PASA would be the better suited test for this 
student.  Can they qualify the student for PASA?
●No. The IEP team must be able to answer ‘yes’ 

to all six PASA eligibility criteria in order for the 
student to take the PASA. The IEP team cannot 
change or override the state defined eligibility 
criteria.     
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Frequently 
Asked 
Question 4: 
Eligibility

We have a student that took the PASA 
historically. The IEP team reviewed the criteria 
and determined she does not meet all 6.  The 
student is in a full time Life Skills class and is not 
enrolled in a Keystone trigger course (i.e., 
Literature, Biology, Algebra 1). Can the team 
continue to qualify the student for PASA?
●No. The IEP team must be able to answer ‘yes’ 

to all six PASA eligibility criteria in order for the 
student to take the PASA.  Lack of enrollment 
in a Keystone trigger course does not make 
the student eligible for the PASA.  
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Frequently 
Asked 
Questions 
and Answers 
for Families 

PaTTAN PASA Publication
PASA: Answers to Questions Frequently 
Asked by Families
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https://www.pattan.net/Publications/The-Pennsylvania-Alternate-System-of-Assessment-An


Assessment 
Questions

For questions on enrollment, student 
transfers, exits within the DLM Kite portal 
contact:

alternateassessment@pattan.net

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND
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Pennsylvania 
PASA DLM 
Team 
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TOPIC NAME CONTACT INFORMATION
PASA and 
Accountability

Lisa Hampe
Lynda Lupp

lihampe@pa.gov
llupp@pattan.net

PASA Enrollment and 
Data Management

PA Help Desk alternateassessment@pattan.net

ESSA:  1% Threshold 
Justification

Lisa Hampe lihampe@pa.gov

PASA Eligibility Lisa Hampe
Lynda Lupp

lihampe@pa.gov
llupp@pattan.net

DLM Trainings, 
Resources, General 
PASA Questions

Ron Logan 
(East)
Tara Russo 
(Central)
Kaylee 
Wynkoop (West)

rlogan@pattan.net
trusso@pattan.net
Kwynkoop@pattan.net
alternateassessment@pattan.net

mailto:lihampe@pa.gov
mailto:llupp@pattan.net
mailto:alternateassessment@pattan.net
mailto:lihampe@pa.gov
mailto:lihampe@pa.gov
mailto:llupp@pattan.net
mailto:rlogan@pattan.net
mailto:trusso@pattan.net
mailto:Kwynkoop@pattan.net
mailto:alternateassessment@pattan.net


Kaylee Wynkoop, PaTTAN 
kwynkoop@pattan.net

Lisa Hampe, BSE
lihampe@pa.gov

mailto:kwynkoop@pattan.net
mailto:lihampe@pa.gov
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