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He llo !
Lauren S. Enders, M.A., CCC-SLP
 Speech-Language Pathologist
 Ful l-Time AAC/ AT Consultant
 Act ive on social  media

You can f ind me at  lenders@bucksiu.org
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Learning Object ives
1. Name 3 of the communication partner strategies described

as best practices in today’s session.

2. Define the term “descriptive labels” and describe how they 
can be used to support language immersion and modeling  
throughout a student’s day.

3. Describe 2 ways student photos or videos can be    
incorporated into common classroom activities to increase
engagement.
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44

Ha nd o ut



Re la x 
& 

Lis t e n

All resources 
present ed in t his 

course will be 
available in a resource 

document  t hat  
I’ll share (v ia a link) 

at  t he end!
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1 AAC: Wha t  is  t he  g o a l?
We need t o t each communicat ion…but  WHERE should we f ocus?
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“
La ng ua g e   is  a b out  

Conne ct ion
The goal of  AAC should be t o say 
anyt hing t hat  you want  t o say. It  isn’t  
about  t elling a person what  you need and 
want . It ’s about  becoming an ef f ect ive 
communicat or, so you can build 
relat ionships. Building relat ionships helps 
you t o net work, which helps you become 
anyt hing t hat  you want  t o become.”
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Chris Klein

Assistive Technology Outcomes and Benefits,  2017



Chris  Kle in  sa ys :

People Who Use AAC…
 experience social isolat ion

 “ t end t o have limit ed access t o common,
everyday language, which prevent s t hem f rom   
building relat ionships.”

 “ …need access t o at  least  150  core words, so t hat  t hey  
can st art  t o learn how t o develop sent ences.”

Chris Klein - Assistive Technology Outcomes and Benefits, 2017 8



2 AAC Nut s  & Bo lt s : 
A Quick Re vie w
Let ’s quickly rev iew a bit  about  vocabulary select ion and best  
pract ices in AAC  implement at ion

9



Co re
Vo ca b ula ry

 Used with high frequency

 Make up 75 to 80% of the 
words we use every day

 Should be a basis of 
robust AAC systems
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http://praacticalaac.org/strategy/join-together-core-fringe-vocabulary/

http://praacticalaac.org/strategy/join-together-core-fringe-vocabulary/
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Fring e Vo ca b ula ry
 Used 20 to 25% of the time

 Includes words from
curricular themes

 Includes personal words

http://praacticalaac.org/strategy/join-together-core-fringe-vocabulary/

http://praacticalaac.org/strategy/join-together-core-fringe-vocabulary/


P re - St o re d
Voca b ula ry

 Quick

 Frequent ly used

 Social exchanges

 Emergencies

 Report ing abuse

 Don’t  f orget  about  t hese!
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Ro b us t  AAC Sys t e m s…
Balance the essentials!

Pre-stored phrases & 
sentences
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SNUG:
Our 

Goal!

Sp o nt a ne o us

No ve l

Ut t e ra nce

Ge ne ra t ion

Allows us to say 
WHAT we want 
to say, WHEN
we want to say 
it , to WHOM we 
want to say it  

14

Gayle Port er

https://www.cvessolution.com/tag/core-vocabulary-exchange-system/

https://www.cvessolution.com/tag/core-vocabulary-exchange-system/


ESSENTIAL AAC IMPLEMENTATION 
STRATEGY:

Aided Language St imulat ion (ALgS)
A language stimulation approach in which the 

facilitator points out picture  symbols on the  child 's 
communication display in conjunction with all 

ongoing language  stimulation. Through the  mode ling 
process, the  concept of using the  pictorial symbols 

inte ractive ly is demonstrated for
the  individual. 

Goossens, Crain, & Elder (1992) 
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But  WHY must  we model? 

because learning t he 
“ language of  AAC”  
mirrors how we ALL 

learn language… 
t hrough immersion in 

t hat  language!
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Rule ofEXPAND! 
Model ut t erances 

t hat  are 1 t o 2 words 
beyond

what  t he communicat or 
is t ypically  using.
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Benef it s of  Modeling
 Slo ws  d o wn OUR ra t e  o f  sp e e ch

 Fo rce s  us  t o  s im p lify  o ur  lang uag e  and  includ e
m o re  co re / t a rg e t  vo cab ula ry

 P ro vid e s  v isua l inp ut  t o  sup p o rt  p ro ce ss ing  o f  o ur  
s t a t e m e nt s , co m m e nt s , d ire ct io ns , and  q ue s t io ns

 P ro vid e s  p e e rs  wit h  a  m o d e l o f  how t o  use  ALg S wit h  
t he ir  p e e rs  who  use  AAC
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What  does 
Modeling 

AAC 
(ALgS) 

LOOK LIKE?
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Mo d e ling  During  Sha re d  Re a d ing
By J a ne  Fa rra ll
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But  I need MORE video 
examples of  modeling!

Gail Van 
Tat enhove

Kat e Ahern

AAC Chicks

Amanda
Hart man
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When you model…
Talk t hrough & model navigat ion pat hs t oo!

Kate Ahern, M.S.Ed

22



Even if  t he AAC syst em is high-
t ech, modeling does NOT have t o 
be done on t he high- t ech syst em! 

Paper and ot her st at ic opt ions work!
23



3 Co m m unica t ion
P a rt ne r  St ra t e g ie s
Communicat ion part ners are KEY! Let ’s discuss some essent ial 
communicat ion part ner behaviors.
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Ho w t o  Be  a  Re sp e ct fu l
Co m m unica t ion

P a rt ne r
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1. Respect  t he ef f ort  AAC t akes.

2. Be pat ient  and WAIT.

3. Help manage noise.

4. Help manage physical space.

5. Wat ch t he person, not  t he device. 

6. Pay at t ent ion t o t he message and ot her cues.

7. Do not  dominat e t he conversat ion.

8. Respect  an AAC user ’s voice and words.

9. Ask bef ore t ouching/ using someone’s AAC syst em.

10. Accept  t hat  communicat ion is on t he AAC user ’s t erms. 

Credit: AssistiveWare - Follow Their Lead: How to Be a Respectful Communication Partner
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Co ns id e r  t he  use r’s  
WHOLE AAC SYSTEM

 Facial expressions

 Eye Gaze

 Body language 

 Movement s

 Behaviors

 Gest ures

 Vit al signs

 No t ech met hods

 Low t ech met hods

 High t ech devices

 Nat ural speech  

YES
NO

Content inspired by sl ide from Landon Brown and Brad Thompson for the Center for AAC & Aut ism
Collaboration Among Teams –Strategies for Creating Effective Change (April 114, 2020)



Top 5 Communicat ion 
Part ner Tips:

1. Make it  FUN!

2. Limit  t est - st y le quest ions

3. List en & List en some more

4 . Wait  & Wait  some more

5. Provide TONS of  self  t alk 

and parallel t alk WITH modeling
27



5 Things NOT t o say t o AAC Learners

28

1. “Show m e  [on  your d e vice ].” o r  “Find  t he  word  [xxxx].”

2. “P re s s  t he  swit ch” o r  “Hit  t he  Swit ch!”

3 . "Te ll m e  on  your t a lke r!”  (or “ Use Your Words!”  )

4 . “I know you ca n  d o  it . You d id  it  ye s t e rd a y. You’re  jus t  b e ing
s t ub b o rn .”

5 . “Hurry  up .” Dr. Carole Zangar i

Source: Praact icalAAC.org blog post   - 5 Things Not  t o Say t o AAC Learners – May 2013



GREAT RESOURCE!!

PARTNER STRATEGIES Support ing Children to 
Communicate with AAC (

PARTNER 
STRATEGIES 

PACKET 
Supporting Children to 

Communicate  with 
AAC (Augmentative  

and Alte rnative  
Communication) 

29Alicia Garcia  ● One Kids Place



Ne e d  m o re  info  a b o ut  
p a r t ne r  s t ra t e g ie s  

wit h  a  fo cus  o n  
HOW t o  m o d e l?
These amazing f olks have
you covered!
• Dr. J ill E. Senner & Mat t  Baud

• Tabi J ones-Wohleber

• Gail Van Tat enhove

30



S’MORRES
Te chno lo g y & La ng ua g e  Ce nt e r , Inc.

Dr. J ill E. Se nne r  a nd  Ma t t  Ba ud

31

http://www.talcaac.com/

http://www.talcaac.com/


Model as a 
MASTER PAL 

Modules!
Tabi Jones-Wohleber, MS, CCC-SLP

1. Overview of ‘Model as a MASTER PAL’

2. Modeling, an Overview

3. Motivate

4. Accept Multiple Modalities

5. Statements more than Questions

6. Time (wait time & time for language to develop)

7. Engage Naturally

8. Response NOT Required

9. Presume Competence

10. Appropriate Prompting

11. Let the Child Lead
32



POWER:AAC
12 P ro fe s s io na l 

De ve lo p m e nt   Mo d ule s  fo r  
t ho se  sup p o rt ing  s t ud e nt s  

wit h  co m p le x 
co m m unica t io n  ne e d s  a nd  

who  ne e d  o r  use  AAC.

33
FREE!!

Ga il 
Va n Ta t e nho ve   

https://www.pattan.net/

https://www.pattan.net/


Co m m unica t io n  
P a rt ne rs ...
YOU ha ve
t he  p o we r
to change the world of someone 
le arning to com m unicate  using AAC

34



4
Em b e d d ing  Rich  
La ng ua g e  Ins t ruct ion  
Throug ho ut  t he  Da y
Now it ’s t ime to explore HOW you can teach language al l  day long!

35



Keep an eye    
out for THIS 

symbol!

It indicates a 
strategy, technique 
or activity that can 
be used throughout 

the day to teach 
AAC.

36



Our Ultimate Goal for Students
 le a rn  t he  co nce p t s  b e ing  t aug ht  a s  p a rt  o f  t he  curr icu lum

 b e  ab le  t o  sho w kno wle d g e  

 le a rn  wo rd s  t ha t  e nab le  t he m  t o
achie ve  SNUG while le a rn ing
im p o rt an t  curr icu la r  co nt e n t

 S - SP ONTANEOUS
 N - NOVEL
 U - UTTERANCE
 G - GENERATION

 achie ve  e f f icie n t  and  e f f e ct ive  acce ss
t o  t he  vo cab ula ry  t he y ne e d

Slide created with Kate Ahern

3737



DESCRIPTIVE 
TEACHING
METHOD

Created by 
Gail Van Tatenhove

3388



The DTM is…
“a method of teaching that focuses 

on teaching curricular content 
using the core words that every 

student needs as opposed to a set 
of very specific words that will do 

nothing to help the student 
communicate on a daily basis”

Gail Van Tat enhove
39



Use Descriptive,
Not Referential Language

From Gail Van Tatenhove 2009
4 0



Redef ine Curr icular 
Vocabulary wit h 

Core!
• Form = way something looks 

because of way it is put   
together 

• Flexible = easy to move 

• Stiff = hard to move shape, hard
all the way through 

4 1



Erin 
Sheldon

ATIA 20 18

4 2

 



DESCRIPTIVE TEACHING METHOD 
ASSESSMENT EXAMPLES…

From Gail Van Tatenhove 2009

4 3

http://ilc.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/Core_vocabulary_and_descriptive_teaching.pdf

http://ilc.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/Core_vocabulary_and_descriptive_teaching.pdf


Rachael Langley, 
AAC Specialist

4 4

  



WHAT DO WE NEED
TO USE t he DTM?

• 50-400  permanent ly available, appropr iat e,  
high f requency, re-usable words and word 
var iat ions in t he st udent ’s AAC syst em 

• “ language- f r iendly”  AAC syst em designs 

• easy- t o-use, t eacher- f r iendly and
t herapist - f r iendly v isual support s

• supplement al, st udent -accessible 
curr iculum mat er ials  Source: Start  Talking in Class: 

Helping Students Using AAC Devices  
Gail  Van Tatenhove 4 5



HOW DO WE TALK ABOUT curricular words 
that are NOT in the system/device?

Create Solutions
 Quick t o p ic- b a se d  m anua l b o a rd s
 St icky no t e s  o n  a  wa ll co re  b o a rd   
 Writ e  in  e ra sab le  m a rke r  in  “P a rking  Lo t ”   
 Te ach  wo rd - a lt e r ing  s t ra t e g ie s  like : 

 sam e  a s
 s t a r t s  wit h
 p a rt  o f
 o p p o s it e  o f
 so und s  like , e t c.

4 6
Gail Van Tatenhove - Aided Language Stimulation and the Descriptive Teaching Model  ASHA 2008 Conference - Chicago



You can TRY 
t he DTM!

1. Pick a curricular theme/topic

2. Identify 3 curricular vocabulary words 

3. Describe each word using only core

4. Type your description into the Upgoer5

https://splasho.com/upgoer5/

5. See if any of your words get flagged!

Activity from Kate Ahern

4 7

https://splasho.com/upgoer5/


Shareable 
DTM

Handout
4 8



4 9

DTM Planning Forms



Descr ipt ive Labels
• Post  around t he 

classroom/ home/ work

• Include pat h t o words

• Model using t he labels

• Gail says t o use ”Mat er ials 

t hat  say, “what  do”  inst ead of  

“what  is” !

Source: Gail Van Tatenhove Extreme Makeover AAC Edition 50



More About Descriptive Labels
 Label the room: symbols & related core words

 Use the descriptive language as you move about, 
talking and pointing as you go

 Encourage peers, visitors and others to use the 
descriptive labels

 Color code descriptive labels by part of speech.

 Make sure labels are reachable.

 MUST include NAVIGATIONAL PATH!!
51



Using the DTM combats 
these stressors!

1. Scrambling to program 

2. Getting words programmed in “just in 

time”  

3. Constantly adding words that are not 

likely to be used

4. Wondering how to teach language/core 

words AND academic content

5252



AAC
Everywhere!

53

Specialcraftsforspecialkids blog

Posted by Assistiveware
Posted by Pam Harris on Twitter –

Proloquo2Go



Creat e an AAC Rich 
Environment !

 Big Core Boards

 Descriptive labels everywhere

 Wearables

 Manual boards for

ALL family members
54



5 Le t ’s  Think Ab out  HOW
we  t e a ch  AAC Le a rne rs
Is our inst ruct ion engaging? Does it  capital ize on student interest , 
build experiences and foster connect ion?

55



ALWAYS ASK YOURSELF: 
Would I think this is fun? 
If your answer is NO…
think about how you can teach the 
same language/skill that’s FUN!

Our best learning happens
when we are engaged!

56



Quote from 
Amanda 
Hartman

Graphic by
Rachael 
Langley

57

   



Remember...

58

 Language is about  connect ion
and not t est ing or academics.

 Focus on t he INTERACTION

 Worry less about  elaborat e act iv it ies

 Follow t he AAC user’s lead!!!



6 A Fe w Fun & 
Ve rsa t ile  Act iv it ie s

What  about  a f ew open-ended and excit ing act iv it ies t hat  can be 
used and re-used t hroughout  t he day t o t each language?

59
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Co nne ct  Tho ug h P e rso na l Exp e rie nce s
&

Fo s t e r  La ng ua g e  Gro wt h!

Ho w??
Use  P ho t o s  a nd  Vid e o s !!



61

Exp e rie nce  Bo o ks :
An AMAZING t oo l fo r  com m unica t ion

a nd  lit e ra cy!

Wha t  is  a n
e xp e rie nce  b o ok

o r a lb um ?



Exp e rie nce  
Books / Alb um s
Bo o ks  t ha t  a llo w an  ind ivid ua l t o  t e ll a  
s t o ry  ab o ut  a  lif e  e ve nt

 Use Power Point  or  websit es like 
Tarheel Reader or Tarheel Shared 
Reader  

 Low or High-Tech Phot o album

 Creat e wit hin AAC syst ems

 Use apps such as Pict ello, Book 
Creat or, Kid in St ory, et c.

Ahern, Enders, Tuthill CTG 2018

62



What  does an 
experience 

album 
LOOK LIKE?

63



Exp e rie nce  
a lb um  
m a d e  

e n t ire ly  in  
P owe rP o in t

64



Wordless Animat ed Short  
Videos are AMAZING 

f or Language!

6 5



How to Use Animated Shorts
(Wordless Videos) 
to Elicit Language

in AAC Users

66

1) Se t  Your In t e n t ion  

2) P a use - Mod e l- Re wind  

3 ) Re p e a t  

4 ) Ge t  Cre a t ive    

Rachel Madel  

Want to learn more? Check out their full webinar on YouTube!

Susan Berkowitz  

66
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Jurassic
Fart

By 
Dino Island

67



My Wordless
Video List

You’ll find this video list in your 
resource document!

You’ll f ind this video 
list in your resource 

document! Stay 
tuned at the end of 
the session for a link!

68



Ca p t ure  v id e o  wit h  
t he  AAC use r  a s  t he  

sub je ct !

69

 Make  b o o ks  wit h  v id e o s

 Cre a t e  v id e o  m o d e ls  (Wo rd To o b )

 Ad d  f ilt e rs

 Use  like  wo rd le s s  v id e o s !



Resource List

70
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La ure n  S. End e rs , MA, CCC- SLP
Bucks  Count y  In t e rm e d ia t e  Unit  # 22
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