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Hello!

Lauren S. Enders, M.A., CCC-SLP
= Speech-Language Pathologist

= Full-Time AAC/ AT Consultant

= Active on social media
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You can find me at lenders@bucksiu.org
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Learning Objectives (G

1. Name 3 of the communication partner strategies described
as best practices in today’s session.

2. Define the term “descriptive labels” and describe how they
can be used to support language immersion and modeling
throughout a student’s day.

3. Describe 2 ways student photos or videos can be
incorporated into common classroom activities to increase

engagement.




Handout




Allresources
presented inthis
course will be
availablein aresource
document that
I'll share (viaalink)
at the end!
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1 AAC:What isthe goal?

We need to teach communication..but WHERE should we focus?




Language Isabout @@

Connection

The goal of AACshould be to say

anything that you want to say. It isn’t Chris Klein
about telling aperson what you need and
want. It’sabout becoming an effective
communicator,so you can build
relationships. Building relationships helps
youto network,which helpsyoubecome
anything that youwant to become.”

Assistive Technology Outcomes and Benefits, 2017



Chris Klein says:

People Who Use AAC...

= experience social isolation

/

= “tendto havelimited accessto common, N A4
everyday language,which preventsthem from
building relationships.”

= “..need accessto at least 150 core words, so that they
canstart tolearnhowto develop sentences.”

Chris Klein - Assistive Technology Outcomes and Benefits, 2017



©
2 AAC Nuts &Bolts: %f

A Quick Review

Let’s quickly review abit about vocabulary selection and best
practicesin AAC implementation




Core
Vocabulary

Used with high frequency

Make up 75 to 80%0 of the
words we use every day

Should be a basis of
robust AAC systems



http://praacticalaac.org/strategy/join-together-core-fringe-vocabulary/

Fringe Vocabulary

Christopher Columbus

Used 20 to 25%06 of the time

Cheerios

Includes words from
curricular themes

Includes personal words



http://praacticalaac.org/strategy/join-together-core-fringe-vocabulary/

Quick Pre-Stored

= Frequently used Vocabu Iary
= Social exchanges

= Emergencies

Reporting abuse



Robust AAC Systems...

Balance the essentials!
N

Pre-stored phrases &
sentences




Spontaneous

Allows usto say
WHAT we want
Novel to say, WHEN
we want to say
Utterance it,to WHOM we
want to say It

Generation Gayle Porter

https://www.cvessolution.com/tag/core-vocabulary-exchange-system


https://www.cvessolution.com/tag/core-vocabulary-exchange-system/

ESSENTIAL AACIMPLEMENTATION
STRATEGY:
Aided Language Stimulation (ALgS)

— A language stimulation approach in which the
2 facilitator points out picture symbols on the child's

communication display in conjunction with all

2\ ongoing language stimulation. Through the modeling
< process,the concept of using the pictorialsymbols
Interactively is demonstrated for
the individual.

Goossens, Crain, & Elder (1992)




But VWHY must we model?

because learning the
“language of AAC”
mirrorshow we ALL
learn language...
throughimmersionin
that language!




EXPAND!

Model utterances
that are 1to 2words

beyond

what the communicator
Istypically using.

17



Benefits of Modeling

Slows down OURrate of speech

Forcesustosimplifyourlanguage and include
more core/target vocabulary

Provides visualinput to support processing ofour
fstatements,comments,directions,and questions

Provides peerswithamodelof Aowto use ALgS with
theirpeers who use AAC




What does
Modeling
AAC

(ALQgS)
LOOK LIKE?




Modeling During Shared Reading
By Jane Farrall

Jane Farral




But | need MORE video

examples of modeling!
3 YouTube

| \ Gail Van ‘A & AACChicks
) / Tatenhove .x

‘ Kate Ahern ‘e ﬁ;nr?rmda?l




Whenyou model...
Talk through & model navigation pathstoo!

Kate Ahern, M.S.Ed

(11 Tube




Even if the AACsystem is high-
tech, modeling does NOT haveto

bedoneonthe high-tech system!

]
&0 NI ﬁ@’l_'i@"@{; b

Paper and other static optionswork!




2 Communication &é
Partner Strategies “11
Communication partnersare KEY!Let’sdiscuss some essential
communication partner behaviors.




Howto Be a Respectful
Communication

partner 4l o AssistiveAare

Respect the effort AACtakes.
Be patient and WAIT.

Help manage noise.

Help manage physical space.

Watchthe person,not the device. .o .

Pay attentionto the message and other cues.
Do not dominate the conversation. 0 0

Respect an AAC user’svoice and words.

1.
2.
3.
4,
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Ask beforetouching/ using someone’s AAC system.

=
=

Accept that communicationisonthe AACuser'sterms.

Credit: AssistiveWare - Follow Their Lead: How to Be a Respectful Communication Partner



Considerthe user’s

WHOLE AACSYSTEM
= Facial expressions = Notechmethods
= Eye Gaze = Lowtechmethods
= Body language = Hightechdevices
= Movements = Natural speech

= Behaviors

- Gestures ‘- w % VES
= Vitalsigns

Content inspired by slide from Landon Brown and Brad Thompson for the Center for AAC & Autism
Collaboration Among Teams —Strategies for Creating Effective Change (April 114, 2020)



Top 5 Communication
Partner Tips:

1 Make it FUN!

2. Limit test-style questions

3. Listen &Listensome more

4. Wait & Wait some more

5. Provide TONS of self talk
and parallel talk W/THmodeling
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5 Things tosay to AACLearners

1 “Showme [onyourdevice].” or “Find the word [xxxx].”
2.“Pressthe switch” or “Hit the Switch!”

3."Tellme onyourtalker! (or “Use Your Words!”)

4.“lknowyoucandoit.Youdidit yesterday.You’re just being
stubborn.”

5.“Hurryup.” Dr.Carole Zangari

Source: PraacticalAAC.org blog post - 5 ThingsNot to Say to AACLearners—May 2013
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GREAT RESOURCE! - ONE KiDS PLACE

PARTNER STRATEGIES
Supporting Children to Communicate with AAC

P ﬁ RT N E R {Augmentative and Alternative Communication)
An important predictor of success in learning to use AAC systems is having
STRATEGIES pemm—
What makes a "Good Communication Partner™?
PA ‘ K E I 1. Understanding that Communication goes beyond "I want..”, "Itis.."

2. Presuming the Potential of Competence
- - 3. Modeling communication with pictures (Aided Language Input)
S u p p O rt In g C h Ild re n to 4. Creating Opportunities to teach meaningful, functional communication
5. Reading and Responding appropriately to the child’s non-verbal signals

C O m m u n iC at e Wit h 6. Making and Implementing a Communication Plan that includes:

a. Specific Routines

AAC (Augmentative b Spchc WortMessoes

c. A prompt hierarchy

and Alternative PRS-
Communication)

AliciaGarcia e One Kids Place



Need more info about

HOW

These amazing folks have
you covered!

* Dr.JillE. Senner & Matt Baud
* TabiJones-Wohleber

* GailVan Tatenhove
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‘M ORRES

Technology &Language Center,Inc. '$ sLow rate

« Use a slow speech rate.

Dr. J iII E. Se nne r and Matt Baud | M-Speakinslow.clearlyarlicuraledmanner.

O MODEL

" Whie simltaneously poimting to pictures on the chids board or device.
http ://WWW ] tal CaaC ] CO m/ . ::I 2l talk {i.e., d " ribing:matthestudentisdoing- he or she is doing

it) and self talk (i.e., talking about what you're doing as you're daing it) are
helpful tools for modeling.

* Think about modeling as providing the color commentary for ongoing
classroom activities.

g R RESPECT AND REFLECT

* Provide the words to code the child's wanis, feelings, and intended messages.

* When the child communicates something through gesture or word
approximation, model
or feeling without making the child repeat him or herself on the device.
For example, if the child points to a water fountain, the adult might model:
“DRINK. WANT DRINK."

REPEAT

* Frequently repeat utterances. When you model a sentence,
It's ok to vary how you say it (e.g., "I WANT A RED BALLOON,
BALLOON, PLEASE").

EXPAND

* Repeat and rephrase, building upon your own single word utterances by
adding one to two words to provide a more complete phrase or sentence.
You can build upon the child's communication as well {i.e., if he/she use
one word or symbol such as “BUBBLE" try expanding the comment to two
or three words, for example, “BIG BUBBLE,” or “BLOW a BIG BUBBLE").

"$ stop

* Provide an expectant pause to allow the child time to respond. Countto
10 (or longer) in your head after you model a phrase to give the child an
opportunity to take a turn in the conversation.
Senner & Baud (2013)



http://www.talcaac.com/

Overview of ‘Model as a MASTER PAL’
Modeling, an Overview

Motivate

Accept Multiple Modalities
Tabi Jones-Wohleber, MS, CCC-SLP Statements more than Questions
Time (wait time & time for language to develop)
Engage Naturally

Response NOT Required

E R

Presume Competence e
[
10. Appropriate Prompting &

11. Let the Child Lead .
32




PaTTAN 1o 2onsyivania

nnsylvania Training and Technical Assistance Network Bureau of Special Education
Pennsylvania Training and Technical Assistance Network

POWER:AAC

12 Professional
Development Modules for
those supporting students

with complex
communication needs and
who need or use AAC.

- https://www.pattan.net/ ,



https://www.pattan.net/

Communication
Partners..
n» YOU have

. the power
to changepthe world of someone

learning to communicate using AAC



Embedding Rich
4 Language Instruction

Throughout the Day O

Now it’stime to explore HOW you can teach language all day long!




\ Keep an eye
out for THIS
@ symbol!

It Indicates a

strategy, technique
or activity that can
be used throughout
the day to teach
AAC.




learnthe conceptsbeing taught as partofthe curriculum

be abletoshowknowledge

learn words that enable them to
achieve SNUG whilelearning

important curricular content
S-SPONTANEOUS
N - NOVEL
U- UTTERANCE
G - GENERATION

achieve efficient and effective access Slide created with Kate Ahern
tothe vocabularytheyneed




DESCRIPTIVE
TEACHING

METHOD

Created by i‘v
Gail Van Tatenhove =~




The DTMIS...

“a method of teaching that focuses
on teaching curricular content
using the core words that every
student needs as opposed to a set
of very specific words that will do
nothing to help the student
communicate on a daily basis”

Gail Van Tatenhove
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Use Descriptive,
Not Referential Language

Describe It

The following chart shows the difference in question asking between the referential and descriptive
styles of teaching using two different lessons. (Van Tatenhove 2009)

Science: The Nature of Matter

REFERENTIAL STYLE (Closed) DESCRIPTIVE STYLE (Open)
Q: Name 3 states of matter. Q: Describe something when it is a solid.

A: solid, liquid, gas A: Keep shape, hard, hard all the way through
Q: What is the effect of extreme cold on a liquid? || Q: What does it mean for something to
evaporate?

A: freezes A: change, go from 1 way to another, go away

From Gail Van Tatenhove 2009




Redefine Curricular
Vocabulary with (@SQ\
Core! RE-DEFINE

Form = way something looks
because of way it is put
together

Flexible = easy to move

Stiff = hard to move shape, hard
all the way through

41



Re-define with critical words
//—_ > dead people go in

(awne) (o

[ nnt'free, low, had to work Er | n

hard, not important Sh eld on
. ATIA 2018
Ancient Egypt temple

{
ople build very big, H\H_ go to shqw respect
shape triangle to most important

hot, very dry place

/f"

| pyramids

ummie

old dry dead people | /,- | canopic jar |
\\_.__d.f/ \ most im :

portant

most high up person, @ body parts go in

most important

42



DESCRIPTIVE TEACHING METHOD
ASSESSMENT EXAMPLES...

A class is going on a bushwalk to learn about native plants and animals:

Referential Style (closed

Q. What animal did we see on the path? Q. What can you tell me about the bandicoot?
A. bandicoot A. Small, brown, soft, long nose, run, go fast

A primary school class has dinosaurs as their theme for the term:

Referential Style (closed
Q. Is the Tyrannosaurus Rex a herbivore, Q. What does the Tyrannosaurus Rex eat?
omnivore or carnivore?

A. Carnivore A. eat meat, eat other animals
From Gail Van Tatenhove 2009

http://ilc.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/Core vocabulary and descriptive teaching.pdf

43


http://ilc.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/Core_vocabulary_and_descriptive_teaching.pdf

Rachael Langley,
AAC Specialist




WHAT DO WE NEED
TOUSEthe DTM?

50-400 permanently available,appropriate
high frequency, re-usable words and word
variationsinthe student’s AACsystem

“language-friendly” AACsystem designs

easy-to-use, teacher-friendly and
therapist-friendly visual supports

supplemental, student-accessible

curriculum materials Helping Students Using AAC Devices
Gail Van Tatenhove 45

Source: Start Talking in Class:




HOW DO WE TALK ABOUT curricular words
that are NOT In the system/device?

Create TEMPORARY Solutions

Quicktopic-based manualboards
Sticky notesonawallcore board

Write inerasable markerin “Parking Lot”
Teach word-altering strategies like:

same as
starts with
part of

opposite of = ®
sounds like,etc. = .‘

Gail Van Tatenhove - Aided Language Stimulation and the Descriptive Teaching Model ASHA 2008 Conference - Chicago




Activity from Kate Ahern

You can TRY
the DTM!

Pick a curricular theme/topic

Ildentify 3 curricular vocabulary words

Describe each word using only core

Type your description into the Upgoer5S

https://splasho.com/upgoers5/

See If any of your words get flagged!



https://splasho.com/upgoer5/

Independent
Living Centre WA

Core Vocabulary and
Descriptive Teaching in AAC

Classas typically cover a wide range of topics each year. It can be useful to think about what
words will be mast useful for our studants using AAC, and how wea can suppaort tham to join in
discussion abaut the varied topics that arise.

Making choices finding solution

What is core vocabulary?

Core vocabulary refars to high freguency, re-usable comman words. Approximately B0% of tha
wards we use daily are drawn from a core of fewer than 400 words. Thess words are relatively
consistent across groups of people, activites, places, and topics. Core wocabulary is primarily

made up by pronouns, verbs, adjectives and prepositions, with a relatve absance of nouns. Whila
many may be considened simple words, they can be combined to communicate mora complex
santences wre wacabulary words overlap a lot with other high frequancy word lists used by
teachars such as the Dolch list.
Other words which make up the remaining 20% of our messages may be referred o as fringe ar
content vocabulary. These words, including a high proportion of nouns, vary depending on the
A number of core vocabulary word lists are
¥ antatenhove com/papers shtml
‘Want to see the power of core vocabulary?
Watch this video clip for an example of how

topic or activity.
Core wvacabulary is an impartant part of an
much can be communicated using only core

AAC systern, and crucial for students learning
to combine wards into sentencas. Most
comprehensive communication systems
include both care vocabulary and fringe
wocabulary.

fwatch?v= AP

Independent
Living Centre WA

o fomging waatisny




DTM Planning Forms

Appendix A Descriptive Teaching Model Lesson Planning Form

Descriptive teaching — topic plan

Subject Area:
Topic:

Key content words Core word description
or concepts Words available in the student's device]

Textbook/Material Information:

Date Developed:

_ T
Word/Concept | Need to say? Y/N In/Added/Defined/ Core Definition/ WAS
Temp/WAS

Descriptive style (open) questions to review or assess this topic:

“Using a descriptive style, the teacher mentions and references the
context-specific words, then teaches concepts behind the words using
high frequency, re-usable, common words" (Van Tatenhove 2009).

Independent
Living Centre WA
" EVan Tatenhove, 2001 Modified June 2008




Descriptive Labels

Post around the
classroom/ home/ work
Include path to words

Model using the labels

Gail saysto use "Materials

that say, “what do” instead of

“what is”!

Source: Gail Van Tatenhove Extreme Makeover AAC Edition




More About Descriptive Labels

Label the room: symbols & related core words

Use the descriptive language as you move about,
talking and pointing as you go

Encourage peers, visitors and others to use the
descriptive labels

Color code descriptive labels by part of speech.
Make sure labels are reachable.

MUST include NAVIGATIONAL PATH!!




Using the DTM combats
these stressors!

. Scrambling to program

2. Getting words programmed in “just In

time”
. Constantly adding words that are not

likely to be used

. Wondering how to teach language/core

words AND academic content




AAC

Everywhere!

Posted by Pam Harris on Twitter — i
Proloquo2Go Posted by Assistiveware



Create an AACRIch
Environment!

Big Core Boards

Descriptive labels everywhere

Wearables
Manual boards for

ALL family members




5 Let’s Think About
we teach AAC Learners

Is our instruction engaging? Does it capitalize on student interest,
build experiences and foster connection?




"ALWAYS ASK YOURSELF:
Would I think this is fun?

If your answer is NO...
think about how you can teach the
@me language/skill that’s FUN! /

Our best learning happens

when we are engaged!




Quote from
Amanda
Hartman

Graphic by
Rachael
Langley




Remember...




AFewFun &
6 &

Versatile Activities

What about afew open-ended and exciting activitiesthat canbe
used and re-used throughout the day to teach language?




Connect Though PersonalExperiences
&
Foster Language Growth!

How??

Use Photos and Videos!! a




What|is an
experience book




Experience
Books/ Albums

Booksthat allowan individualto tella
story about a life event

= Use Power Point or websites like
Tarheel Reader or Tarheel Shared
Reader

= Low or High-Tech Photo album

= Create within AACsystems

= Use appssuchasPictello,Book
Creator,Kid in Story, etc.
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What does an
experience

album
LOOK LIKE?




Experience
aloum

made
entirely in
PowerPoint




Wordless Animated Short
Videosare AMAZING
for Language!




Rachel Madel Susan Berkowitz

How to Use Animated Shorts
(Wordless Videos)
to Elicit Language
IN AAC Users

1) Set Your Intention
2)Pause-Model-Rewind

3) Repeat

4) Get Creative

Want to learn more? Check out their full webinar on YouTube!




Youg[lli:

Jurassic

Fart

By
Dino Island




My Wordless
Video List

You'll find thisvideo
list in your resource
document! Stay
tuned at the end of
the session for alink!

List of Wordless Animated Short
Videos on YouTube

Length

Rollin” wild - what
if Animals Were
Round?

Animated Short Films by | Varied:
Rollin® Wild very short clips

These are
hysterical and
nice and short!

Simon’s Cat short
films (Simon Tofield)

Simon's Cat Short Films

short!

Varied:
Short clips

Also great and

Trouble in Paradise
Film Series

Trouble in Paradise varied

Videos

Minions Fart... and
Fart Again

Minions Fart and Fart
Again

Bitzer Over Easy —
Shaun the Sheep

Bitzer Over Easy -
Shaun the Sheep

Caminandes: Llama
Drama
(Pablo vazquez)

Caminandes: Llama
Drama

Western Spaghetti
(PES)

Western Spaghetti 1:42

EqqgsChange
(Hee Won Ahn)

EggsChange

68



Capture video with
the AACuserasthe
subject!

Make books with videos
Create video models (WordToob)
Add filters

Use like wordless videos!



Resource List
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