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DYSLEXIA SCREENING AND
EARLY LITERACY
INTERVENTION PILOT
PROGRAM
Explicit Vocabulary Instruction-PM

www.education.state.pa.us >

Pennsylvania Training and Technical Assistance Network

Nametag/Implementation Sheet
Please make a name tent
using the paper at your
table.
1.Fold your paper into
three parts
2.Place your name on the
front/grade level/content
area
3.Inside, draw a line

Front

Training Intentions (Day 1‐4)
• To integrate OG methods into the core reading
program
• To train teachers in the essential components
of reading instruction
• To build explicit, direct, sequential, systematic
instruction practices into the classroom
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Organizational Tips:
• Video Clip =
• Handout Packet (or separate handout) =
• Instructional
• Routine Cards=
• Reference to Text =
• Training Activity =

Agenda
• Multisensory Structured Language Approaches
• Vocabulary Instruction
– Building Vocabulary

International Multisensory Structured Language Education Council (IMSLEC)

MULTISENSORY
STRUCTURED LANGUAGE APPROACHES
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What is MSL?
Multisensory learning involves the use of visual,
auditory, and kinesthetic‐tactile pathways
simultaneously to enhance memory and
learning of written language. Links are
consistently made between the visual (language
we see) , auditory (language we hear) , and
kinesthetic‐tactile (language symbols we feel)
pathways in learning to read and spell.

Opportunities to Learn

V

A

K-T

MSL Effective Instructional Components
• Simultaneous, Multisensory (VAKT)
visual auditory, kinesthetic‐tactile, simultaneously

• Systematic and Cumulative
progress methodically to more difficult material

• Direct Instruction
direct teaching of all concepts with continuous
student‐teacher interaction
McIntyre, C., & Pickering, J. (1995)
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Teaching the Essential Components
• Phonology and Phonological Awareness
segment words into their component sounds

• Sound‐Symbol Association
blending of sounds and letters into words as well as
the segmenting of whole words into the individual
sounds

• Syllable Instruction
closed, vowel‐consonant‐e, open, consonant‐le, r‐
controlled, and diphthong, syllable division in word
structure.

Teaching the Essential Components (cont.)
• Morphology
study of base words, roots, prefixes, and suffixes

• Syntax
grammar, sentence variation, and the mechanics
of language

• Semantics
comprehension of written language

MSL Teaching Methods
• Diagnostic Teaching
The teaching plan is based on careful and continuous
assessment
 Content presented must be mastered to the degree
of automaticity

• Synthetic and Analytic Instruction
Synthetic instruction presents the parts of the
language ‐‐teaches how the parts work together to
form a whole
Analytic instruction presents the whole & teaches
how this can be broken down into its component
parts
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MSL Teaching Methods
• Comprehensive and Inclusive: All levels of
language are addressed, often in parallel,
including sounds (phonemes), symbols
(graphemes), meaningful word parts
(morphemes), word and phrase meanings
(semantics), sentences (syntax), longer
passages (discourse), and the social uses of
language (pragmatics).

Dyslexia Project
SAMPLE: Daily Lesson Plan Structure
Step

Time

Big Ideas

1. Sounds

2 min

2. Sound/Spell Connections

2 min

Phonemic awareness and phonics

3. Read Words

5 min

Phonics, automaticity, vocabulary, and
comprehension

4. Spell Words

7 min

Phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency,
vocabulary, and comprehension

5. Spell words; introduce new 5 min
sight words and new sounds

Phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency,
vocabulary, and comprehension

6. Read aloud using
connected decodable text

Phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency,
vocabulary, and comprehension

10 min

Phonemic awareness and automaticity

Turn and Talk
Turn to a partner and discuss the following:
• What are the benefits of a Multisensory
Structured Language (MSL) approach?
• How does MSL increase a student’s
opportunity to learn?
• How can MSL be utilized within your present
reading programming?
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BUILDING VOCABULARY IN A
LANGUAGE‐RICH CLASSROOM

The Many Strands that are Woven into Skilled Reading
(Scarborough, 2001)

LANGUAGE COMPREHENSION
BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE
VOCABULARY KNOWLEDGE
LANGUAGE STRUCTURES
VERBAL REASONING

Skilled Readingfluent coordination
SKILLED
READING:
of word
reading
and
fluent execution and
comprehension
coordination of word
recognition and text
processes
comprehension.

LITERACY KNOWLEDGE

WORD RECOGNITION
PHON. AWARENESS
DECODING (and SPELLING)
SIGHT RECOGNITION

Reading is a multifaceted skill, gradually acquired over years of instruction and practice.

Components of a Language‐Rich Classroom
•
•
•
•
•

High Quality Classroom Language
Reading Aloud to Students
Tiered Word Selection and Instruction
Explicit Vocabulary Instruction
Word Learning Strategies
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Components of a Language‐Rich Classroom
•
•
•
•
•

High Quality Classroom Language
Reading Aloud to Students
Tiered Word Selection and Instruction
Explicit Vocabulary Instruction
Word Learning Strategies

High Quality Classroom Language
Warm‐Up Activity:
Vocabulary Handout

Research Review Activity
1. Individually read each research quote.
2. Mark, with a star, which ones resonate with you the most.
3. Make other notes to prepare for conversation with a
partner.
4. At the signal of the presenter, everyone stands up with
paper in hand.
5. Find a partner and share your thoughts on the research
quotes.
6. At the signal of the presenter, pair up two additional times
to talk with a colleague.
7. Whole group with share out key points.
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Oral Vocabulary’s
Critical Role in Learning to Read
• For beginning readers, reading vocabulary
encountered in texts is mapped onto the oral
vocabulary the learner brings to the task
• Readers learn to translate unfamiliar words in
print into speech, with the expectation that the
speech forms will be easier to comprehend.
• When a word is not in the learner’s oral
vocabulary, it will not be understood when it
occurs in print.

National Reading Panel Report (2000)

Imposter

Words = Understanding
• “Words are not just words. They are the nexus‐the
interface‐between communication and thought”
(Adams, 2009, p. 180).
• Our knowledge of words determines how we
understand texts, define ourselves for others, and
define the way we see the world (Bloom, 2001;
Pinker, 2007).
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Words = Understanding
• The relationship between reading comprehension
and vocabulary knowledge is strong and unequivocal.
(Baker, Simmons & Kame’enui, 2004)
• The correlation between a reading vocabulary –
language test and a reading comprehension test is
high, usually over .80. (Bloom, 1976)

The Vocabulary‐Comprehension Connection
• Developed vocabulary size in kindergarten is an
effective predictor of reading comprehension in the
middle elementary years. (Scarborough, 1998, 2001)
• Orally‐tested vocabulary at the end of Grade 1 is a
significant predictor of reading comprehension ten
years later. (Cunningham & Stanovich, 1997)

The Vocabulary‐Comprehension Connection
• Adequate reading comprehension depends on a
person already knowing 90–95% of the words in a
text. (Nagy & Scott, 2000)
• Teaching vocabulary can improve reading
comprehension for both native English speakers
(Beck, Perfetti & McKeown, 1982) and English
learners (Carlo et al., 2004)
• Vocabulary knowledge not only predicts reading
comprehension level, it is also a good predictor of
verbal IQ. (Kain, Oakhill, 2004)
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Vocabulary and Life
• Actively processing vocabulary words in multiple
ways allows the brain to store information in multiple
memory systems, thus making access to that
information easier with multiple triggers or cues
(Sprenger, 2010).
• One of the key indicators of students' success in
school, on standardized tests, and indeed, in life, is
their vocabulary. The reason for this is simply that
the knowledge anyone has about a topic is based on
the vocabulary of that information (Marzano &
Pickering, 2005).

Vocabulary and Life (cont.)
• Vocabulary knowledge is knowledge; the
knowledge of a word not only implies a
definition, but also implies how that word fits
into the world (Stahl, 2005).

Vocabulary
What Students Need to Learn
• The meanings for most of the
words in a text so they can
understand what they read
• How to apply a variety of
strategies to learn word
meanings
• How to make connections
between words and concepts
• How to accurately use “new”
words in oral and written
language

How We Teach It
• Provide opportunities for students to
receive direct, explicit instruction in
the meanings of words and in word
learning strategies
• Provide many opportunities for
students to read in and out of school
• Engage children in daily interactions
that promote using new vocabulary
in both oral and written language
• Enrich and expand the vocabulary
knowledge of English language
learners
• Actively involve students in making
connections between concepts and
words
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Classroom Implementation Sheet
High Quality
Classroom
Language

Reading Aloud to
Students

Tiered Word
Selection and
Instruction

Explicit Vocabulary
Instruction

Word Learning
Strategies

Implementation into
My Classroom

Components of a Language‐Rich Classroom
•
•
•
•
•

High Quality Classroom Language
Reading Aloud to Students
Tiered Word Selection and Instruction
Explicit Vocabulary Instruction
Word Learning Strategies

READING ALOUD TO STUDENTS
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Read Alouds
• Read alouds are a transactional
process…reader, book, and listener are all
involved
• Increases students’ vocabulary development
and comprehension growth
• Dialogic reading

Sheryl White

Alphaboxes Strategy
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Share and Share a ‘like’!

Components of a Language‐Rich Classroom
•
•
•
•
•

High Quality Classroom Language
Reading Aloud to Students
Tiered Word Selection and Instruction
Explicit Vocabulary Instruction
Word Learning Strategies

Vocabulary

TIERS OF VOCABULARY
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The Three Tiers of Words

Three Tiers of Vocabulary
Tier 1‐Everyday Words (Implicit)
Used in everyday speech
chair, bed, happy, house

Beck & McKeown, 1985

Three Tiers of Vocabulary
Tier 2 Words‐General Words
Appear far more in written texts than in speech
calibrate, itemize, misfortune, realistic
(Use explicit instruction routine)

Beck & McKeown, 1985
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Three Tiers of Vocabulary
Tier 3‐Content Specific Words
Key to understanding a new concept in the text
Builds background knowledge
lava, condensation, bibliography
(Use explicit instruction routine)

Beck & McKeown, 1985

Sources of Words for Young Children
• Read aloud books (not books students read)
• Author’s/Illustrators Everyone Should Know
• Taking Delight in Words… (Handout)
– Teaching words from texts that are read aloud

Focus on Tier 2 Words
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Word Selection
Select words that are:
• likely unfamiliar
• critical to passage understanding
• likely to be encountered in the future
• generally useful
• Tier 2 words (academic vocabulary)
• Easily explained to children at their level

Test to Determine Tier 2 Words
• Does the word appear frequently in a wide
variety of texts and in the written and oral
language of mature language users?
• Does the student already have ways to express
the concepts represented by the words (i.e.
synonyms)?
• Would students be able to explain these
words using words that are already well
known to them?

Which Words are Tier 2?
Hi, my name is Noah! My town has a fall festival each
year. My grandpa has been going since he was a boy. He
remembers seeing people show their arts and crafts. He
remembers eating apple pie. He remembers that the
festival was crowded but not too noisy. Today, the festival
still gets crowded. Today, people still show their arts and
crafts. Today, people still sell apple pie. But now there is
lots of loud music. The festival can be very noisy. What is
my favorite thing about the festival? I like eating the
apple pie. That was Grandpa’s favorite thing when he was
a boy too.
ReadWorks.org – 1st grade
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Tier 2 Word Determination
Festival

Crowded

Appears frequently N Appears frequently

Y

Synonym

?

?

Explain with known
words
?

Synonym

Explain with known
words
?

Caveat
• Teachers should feel free to use their best
judgment, based on an understanding of their
students’ needs, in selecting words to teach.
• They also should feel free to treat words in
different ways. Emphasis on what is important.
• Pay attention to those words (whether they meet
the criteria for Tier 2 or not) that may require
some attention for students to understand.

50

Activity: Planning for Tiered Instruction
#3
2
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ReadWorks Story
• Model Selection Criteria with ReadWorks
Story or your district’s reading series
The Moon Journal

Amir had learned about the moon in school.
He learned that the size and shape of the moon
do not really change. But to people on Earth,
the moon looks like it is changing.
One night, Amir saw the moon. It looked like
just a sliver. Last week, the moon had looked
bigger.

Activity: We Do

Readworks Story (optional)
Amir wanted to start a journal. He would
draw the moon each night. The next night, Amir
did not see the moon. He colored the page in his
journal black. The next night, he saw the sliver
again. Amir drew the moon every night for
three months. He noticed a pattern. Amir
noticed that on some nights he could not see
the moon. Then, the moon would appear again.
It seemed to get bigger for many nights until it
became a bright circle. Then it appeared to get
smaller again.

18

10/12/2019

Classroom Implementation Sheet
High Quality
Classroom
Language

Reading Aloud to
Students

Tiered Word
Selection and
Instruction

Explicit Vocabulary
Instruction

Word Learning
Strategies

Implementation into
My Classroom

Components of a language‐rich classroom
•
•
•
•
•

High Quality Classroom Language
Reading Aloud to Students
Tiered Word Selection and Instruction
Explicit Vocabulary Instruction
Word Learning Strategies

EXPLICIT VOCABULARY
INSTRUCTION
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Learning Through Explicit Instruction
Students increased their scores by as much as
30 percentile points after receiving direct and
meaningful vocabulary instruction.
20th percentile

50th percentile

Flynt & Brozo, Walsh, 2003, Dunn, Bonner, & Haskee, 2007

58

Explicit Instruction is Characterized by…
A series of supports or scaffolds, whereby
students are:
• guided through the learning process with clear
statements about the purpose and rationale
for learning the new skills.
• Given clear explanations and demonstrations
of the instructional target, and
• supported practice with feedback until
independent mastery has been achieved.
Archer & Hughes, 2011, p. 1
59

Explicit Instruction
I do
We do
You do
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Model Lesson – Watch and Note

#4

• Anita Archer – Vocabulary Lesson Grade 2
• While watching, please take notes on your
note‐taker
• Be prepared to share out afterwards
• http://explicitinstruction.org/videoelementary/elementary-video-4/

Classroom Implementation Sheet
High Quality
Classroom
Language

Explicit Vocabulary
Instruction

Reading Aloud to
Students

Word Learning
Strategies

Tiered Word
Selection and
Instruction

Implementation into
My Classroom

WORD LEARNING STRATEGIES AND
ROUTINES
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I do‐ We do‐ You do

I do‐ We do‐ You do

I do‐ We do‐ You do
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Word Up‐Word Study
Saying the Word in Vocab Teaching

A Matter of Talk

Classroom Talk
1. Think of a phrase you say repeatedly
to your students throughout the day.
2. Change one or two words in that
phrase to a more complex word.
3. Use this more robust phrase when
talking with your students, making
sure they know what this new word
means.
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For Example…
Rather than saying, “Watch and listen to
me.”
You can say…

“Observe and listen to me.”

“College Talk” Example

Your Turn!
1. Think of a phrase you say repeatedly
to your students throughout the
day/week.
2. Change one or two words in that
phrase to a more complex word.
3. Use this more robust phrase when
talking with your students, making
sure they know what this new word
means.
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Classroom Implementation Sheet
High Quality
Classroom
Language

Reading Aloud to
Students

Tiered Word
Selection and
Instruction

Contact Information

Explicit Vocabulary
Instruction

Word Learning
Strategies

Implementation into
My Classroom

www.pattan.net

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
Tom Wolf, Governor
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