Communication Plan for a Child
Who Is Deaf or Hard of Hearing

ANNOTATION:

The primary purpose of the Communication Plan is to establish discussion among all
IEP team members who review the student’s needs based on communication skills and
access. The result of this discussion should be used to identify the student’s present
educational levels as well as to complete other sections of the IEP, including
appropriate specially designed instruction and IEP goals.

. Lanquage and communication needs

1. The student’s current primary LANGUAGE is one or more of the following (check all
that apply):

1 American Sign Language 1 Spoken language other than
English
[ Signed language other than ASL [ Spoken English
] Other
ANNOTATION:

The primary language to be checked is the language most frequently used across settings
by the student (i.e., classroom, extracurricular events, home). Other refers to any foreign
language either spoken or signed. This information should inform the school team
regarding the student’s preferred method for learning.

2. The student’s current primary COMMUNICATION MODE is one or more of the
following (check all that apply):

Receptive: Expressive:
] American Sign Language ] American Sign Language
) Auditory/Oral ] Cued Language
1 Cued Language 1 Finger spelling
1 Finger spelling ] Gestures
] Gestures ] Oral/Spoken English
(] Signed English [ Signed English
] Tactile [ Tactile
"1 Other, please explain "1 Other, please explain:
ANNOTATION:

Communication modes checked are to be those modes that are most frequently used
and preferred by the student to receive communication and express ideas across
settings (i.e., classroom, extracurricular events, home). This may be different for




receptive and expressive preferences. A glossary of these modalities can be found
attached to this document. This information should inform the school team regarding
the student’s preferred method for learning.

3. Is the language and/or mode of communication the child/student using adequate with
his/her family/caregivers?

ANNOTATION:

Identify the mode(s) used and describe the effectiveness of communication experienced
between the student and family members. This must address the preferred
communication mode by the student and the family. If the current mode(s) is not
effective, the team should consider whether to develop goals to improve the student’s
effective communication with his/her family during this IEP.

4. Is the language and/or mode of communication the child/student using adequate with
his/her peers?

ANNOTATION:

Identify the mode(s) used and describe the effectiveness of communication experienced
between the student and his/her peers. This must address the preferred communication
mode of the student and peers. If the current mode(s) is not effective, the team should

consider whether to develop goals to improve the students effective communication
with his/her peers during this IEP.

1. Opportunities for direct communication

1. Describe opportunities for direct communication with peers that are to be addressed in
the IEP:

ANNOTATION:

Identify settings/situations (in the academic setting, during extracurricular activities
and clubs, etc.) which provide opportunities for (one on one and group) direct
interaction between the student and peers without the use of interpretation,
transliteration or captioning. If not, the team should consider developing goals that
promote direct communication with peers.




2. Describe the opportunities for direct communication with professional staff and other
school personnel that are to be addressed in the IEP:

ANNOTATION:

Identify settings/situations (in class, labs, etc) which provide opportunities for (one
on one and group) direct interaction between the student and instructor without the
use of interpretation, transliteration or captioning. If not, the team should consider
developing goals that promote direct communication with school personnel or if
school personnel need additional supports in order to promote opportunities for direct
communication.

3. Describe opportunities for direct instruction in the child’s language and
communication mode that are to be addressed in the IEP:

ANNOTATION:

Identify settings/situations in which instruction is delivered using the student’s
preferred language and communication mode without the use of an interpreter,
captionist or technology (other than CI, hearing aid or FM system).

111. Academic level, assistive technology, devices and services..

What language and communication supports are needed for the child to participate and
make progress in the general education curriculum?

0 General education curriculum delivered directly by a teacher proficient in
the language(s) and communication modality(s) identified in part |
guestions one and two.

O

General education curriculum delivered through use of qualified
interpreter:

American Sign Language Interpretation

English Transliteration

Oral Interpreting

Cued language transliteration

Deaf/Blind Interpreting

Other

0 O O

O

Assistive devices/services have been considered.
(] Captioned media 1 Note taking
[1CART 1 Sound field System



[1 C-Print [1 Other

1 FM System
1 Hearing aid/Cochlear Implant monitoring

Are the language and communication supports adequate to meet the child’s needs?

ANNOTATION:

Identify all supports needed by this student for participation in the general
curriculum. Definitions of services can be found attached to this document. This

information should be used to identify specially designed instruction as well as
appropriate accommodations for assessments.

1. Full range of needs

[ The IEP team has addressed the full range needs (e.g. social, emotional,
cultural) for this child/student, including:

ANNOTATION:
Identify any additional needs which are not addressed earlier throughout this plan.

Adapted from “Communication Considerations for Students who are Deaf or Hard of
Hearing”, New Mexico and from “IEP Communication Plan for Student
Who Is Deaf or Hard of Hearing,” lowa and Colorado.



GLOSSARY OF TERMS USED IN THE
COMMUNICATION PLAN

Adequate — meeting requirements; sufficient or suitable

American Sign Language — ASL is a visual language used by deaf and hard of hearing people in
the United States and Canada. ASL has syntactic (grammar/sign order), phonological (structure
and organization of signs), morphological (how signs relate to one another), and semantic (how
language structures meaning) rules that are distinct from English.

American Sign Language Interpretation — is the process of a third party (interpreter)
facilitating communication between persons who are hearing and persons who are deaf or hard of
hearing by providing an interpretation of communication while working between spoken English
and American Sign Language.

Assistive Listening Devices — Any and all types of devices that increase the sound and aid in the
understanding of speech. These devices may include personal hearing aids, frequency
modulation (FM) systems, induction loop systems, infrared, special inputs for telephone or
television and amplified alarms and signals

Audition — The act or sense of hearing

Auditory/Oral Mode of Communication— (Auditory/Verbal Education) — The development
of speech and verbal language through the maximized use of residual hearing. An Auditory/Oral
approach allows for visual cues, typically speechreading. Auditory/Verbal approach focuses
specifically on residual hearing and would not encourage relying upon visual cues.

Captioned Media — Filmstrips, films, videos, etc. that have the spoken word or the visual intent
of the media represented by written language displayed on the screen as it is occurring.

CART - (Communication Access Realtime Translation) The simultaneous verbatim translation
of the spoken word into English text using a stenotype machine, notebook computer and real time
software, which displays the text on a laptop computer, monitor or screen. CART service is often
provided in classroom settings for a student who is deaf or hard of hearing.

C-Print — C-Print is printed text of spoken English displayed in real time similar to open
captioning. It is an effective means of acquiring information for some individuals who are deaf
or hard of hearing. C-Print provides a text of spoken information that is meaning — for — meaning
rather than a verbatim transcription.

Cochlear Implant Monitoring — Follow-up on a continual basis to insure that the cochlear
implant is performing correctly and that the child is receiving the intended benefit.

Communication Mode — how a person expresses and receives communication. Examples
include speaking, signing, gesturing, writing, etc. The method of communication being employed
in the environment of the deaf or hard of hearing child.

Cued Speech (Language) — In this system, children learn to both “see” and “hear” speech and
language. They focus on the movements that the mouth makes when one talks. This is combined
with (a) eight hand shapes called cues; and (b) four positions around the face, indicating vowel
sounds. The hand cues help the child distinguish the sounds that look alike on the lips.



Cued Speech (Language) transliteration — is the process of a third party (transliterator)
facilitating communication between persons who are hearing and persons who are deaf or hard of
hearing by providing a transliteration of the communication by working between spoken English
and Cued Speech.

Deafblind Interpreting — The act of describing an environment in addition to relaying salient
information to and from the deafblind student. This service is delivered in a manner most
comfortable to the student and can include visual frame signing, close vision signing, tracking,
tactile signing, tactile finger spelling or short cut signs.

Direct Communication — In the field of deaf education, communication that occurs without an
interpreter or transliterator.

Direct Instruction — Instruction delivered, received and reciprocated by the teacher using the
primary language of the learner who is Deaf/HH without the need of a third party
(interpreter/transliterator) or medium (captioning)

English Transliteration —A form of interpreting in which, the language base remains the same
(e.g., the transliteration of spoken English to a signed English system or to a form which can be
read on the lips)

Fingerspelling — Representation of the alphabet by finger positions in order to spell out
individual words or connected/longer strings of language.

FM System — An assistive listening device that transmits the speaker’s voice via a microphone to
an electronic receiver in which the sound is amplified and transmitted to the student’s personal
hearing aids or cochlear implant through direct audio input or through a loop cord worn around
the neck. This reduces the problems of background noise interference and distance from the
speaker.

Gestures — Movements of any part of the body to express or emphasize an idea, an emotion or a
function. Not part of a formal communication system.

Hearing Aid monitoring — Checking the hearing aid on a continual basis to determine that it is
functioning properly.

Language — The systematic use of syntactic, semantic, pragmatic, phonological, and
morphological symbols for communication within a community by engaging in listening and
speaking, and sometimes reading and writing.

Oral English — (Oral Education) A philosophy of teaching deaf or hard-of-hearing individuals to
make efficient use of residual hearing through early use of amplification, to develop speech and
to use speechreading skills.

Oral Interpreting — The art of moving the mouth in order to paraphrase what is being said.
Communicates the words of a speaker or group of speakers to an individual by inaudible mouth
movements so that they can be read on the lips.

Primary Language —The language predominantly used by the child across settings.



Signed English — The Signed English system was devised as a semantic representation of
English for children between the ages of 1 and 6 years of age. ASL signs are used in English
word order with 14 sign markers being added to represent a portion of the inflectional system of
English.

Sound Field System — An environmental amplification system that utilizes a portable speaker
system or placing a loudspeaker on one or more walls and/or ceiling. This type of system ensures
that that speech signal is evenly distributed throughout the classroom with the end goal of
improving the signal to noise ratio for each student in the room.

Tactile — have or perceived by the sense of touch. The process of giving knowledge by using the
sense of touch in order to understand and share information.
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